


Perfect One Dish Dinners

Perfect One-Dish Dinners by 
Pam Anderson is a feast for 
the eyes as well as a seductive 
cookbook that tempts indif-
ferent cooks such as myself 
to believe that it is possible 
to prepare an appetizing 
multiple course meal without 
resorting to the takeout 
counter at a local restaurant.  
The recipes are straightfor-
ward and the ingredient list is 
generally comprised of items 
that should be obtainable 
without necessitating a trek 
to a distant gourmet supply 
store.  The appetizer and des-
sert combinations suggested 
for each main course  are 
wonderful additions and the 
author has alternative sugges-
tions that seem just as tempt-
ÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ  ÏǟÅÒÉÎÇÓȢ  
Wine pairings are indicated at 
the end of each set of recipes 

for those who are concerned 
with that information.  It 
would be nice to have a more 
complete table of contents at 
the beginning of each section 
but the index seems to be 
pretty comprehensive.  A nice 
addition to any cook’s library 
no matter what skill level 
because the beautiful pictures 
will tempt you to stretch your 
horizons although one hopes 
the pages are glossy so that 
the reader’s salivation doesn’t 
ruin the recipes!

by Pam Anderson 
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THE SERGEANt’s LADY BY SUsANNA FRAsER

Highborn Anna Arrington has been “following the 
drum,” obeying the wishes of her cold, controlling cav-
ÁÌÒÙ ÏÆПÉÃÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÄÉÅÓȟ ÁÌÌ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ 
leave life with Wellington’s army in Spain behind her 
and go home to her family’s castle in Scotland.

A FAMIlY AffAIR BY CARO PEAcOcK

At the request of Queen Victoria’s prime minister, 
Benjamin Disraeli, Liberty Lane is dispatched to 
Brinkburn Hall in search of answers. The deranged 
aristocrat Lord Brinkburn is nearing death, with his 
elder son, Stephen, eagerly waiting to inherit his 
title—until Lady Brinkburn’s startling announcement 
that the heir is illegitimate. Chaos ensues.

THE DEBUtANtE : A NOVEl BY KAtHlEEN TEssARO

Endsleigh House stands, crumbling and gracious, on 
the south-west coast of England, its rooms shut up 
and dusty. But what secrets do they hold?     

Cate, an exile from New York, is sent to help value the 
contents of the once-grand Georgian house. Catalogu-
ing its’ contents with Jack - a man with his own dark 

past, she comes across a hidden shoebox containing an exquisite 
pair of dancing shoes from the 1930s, along with a mysterious 
collection of objects...
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Great Reads
SOUl IN HIs EYEs BY CHRIstINE LONDON

Christine Rose lives an ideal life in a beach suburb of 
Los Angeles with her husband, Leo. Whilst on summer 
break from her teaching responsibilities, Christine sees 
Hollywood’s rendition of her favorite gothic romantic 
musical, featuring a mysteriously magnetic actor with 
haunting, haunted eyes. Will his response to her letter 

help her cope with the tragedy that rips her world apart?

TERMINAl WORlD BY AlAstAIR REYNOlDs

In a far distant future, an enforcement agent named 
Quillon has been living incognito in the last human 
city of Spearpoint, working as a pathologist in the dis-
trict morgue. But when a near-dead angel drops onto 
his dissecting table, his world is wrenched apart.

DIGGING DEEpER BY BARBARA ElsBORG

Archaeologist Beck isn’t expecting much to come out 
of this summer’s dig. While his colleague spends the 
summer in Italy, Beck draws the short straw supervis-
ing a group of archaeology students excavating on 
the grounds of Hartington Hall in Yorkshire. Little 
does Beck realize when he saves a redhead from the 
attentions of an amorous ram, that this accident-prone 

female will throw his ordered life into chaos.
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Who is your favorite author and why?vǳŜǎǝƻƴ:

Answer:

Q & A With Author Syrie James

I have too many favorite authors to 
list them all. When it comes to the 
classics, I love Jane Austen, Charlotte 
Bronte, and Louisa May Alcott; I have 
read their novels again and again, 
ÁÎÄ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ПÉÎÄ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÎÅ× ÔÏ 
appreciate.

Answer:
I’m not sure I have just one, but one 
of my favorite authors these days is 
Nalini Singh. I adore her Psy/Change-
ling world. Slave to Sensation was 
one of the best books I’d read in a 
long, long time...

Who is your favorite author and why?vǳŜǎǝƻƴ:
Q & A With Author Pamela Palmer





Romanceby Mary Eason NightOwlReviews

Is it the romance? No.
Is it the relationships? No.
Is it having a great female 
protagonist? No. 
So what exactly does it take 
to create a great 
×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ПÉÃ-
tion novel? Well, 
the answer is as 
complicated as 
it is simple. To 
have a truly great 
×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
novel you must 
have all these 
ingredients…and 
more. 
     You need Romance, Re-
lationships, and sometimes 
many Great Female Protago-
ÎÉÓÔÓȢ 'ÒÅÁÔ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
doesn’t necessarily have to 
have a happy ending, just a 
promising one. It can contain 

elements of suspense, drama, 
humor, or simply romance, 
but it must always leave you 
ÓÁÔÉÓПÉÅÄȢ  
     )Î ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ÄÅПÉÎÉÎÇ Á 

ÇÒÅÁÔ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
novel is truly in the eye 
of the beholder. 
     As an author, I’ve 
heard many editors 

say, “I 
can’t 
really tell 
you what 
it takes 
to make 
a great 
women’s 
ПÉÃÔÉÏÎȟ 
I just 
know it 
when I 

see it.”
     So, if it’s that hard for 

What are the key elements that make us fall in love 
×ÉÔÈ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ УÉÃÔÉÏÎȩ

It’s A Woman’s World
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an editor, someone 
who’s trained to 
know a good book 
for a living, you can 
imagine how hard 
it must be for the 
author to create a 
ÇÒÅÁÔ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
novel. 
     For the reader, it’s 
Á ÔÏÔÁÌÌÙ ÄÉǟÅÒÅÎÔ ÓÔÏÒÙȢ ! 
novel that makes you laugh, 
commiserate with the main 
characters, and leaves you 
hunting the tissue box by 
midway through the book is a 
ÇÒÅÁÔ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÎÏÖÅÌȢ 
     So take a break from the 
heat with me. Grab some-
thing cool to drink and let’s 
dive into some great upcom-
ÉÎÇ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÎÏÖÅÌÓȢ 

Chronicles of a Midlife Crisis 
by Robyn Harding
September 7, 2010 Berkley 
Trade

There are two sides to 
every breakup. 
     Lucy had no clue 
that her husband of 
sixteen years was 
about to bolt. Now 
she’s dealing with 
shock, loneliness, 
and girlfriends who 
alternately pity her 

and provoke her. She also-
unbelievably-is apparently 
competing with her own 
teenage daughter for a new 
man’s attention. 
     Trent pictured freedom, 
self-discovery...and maybe 
some sex with actual passion. 
So far, he’s mostly watching 
hockey in a hotel room and 
wondering what’s next. Being 
middle-aged and married 
isn’t easy. The jury’s still out 
on being middle-aged and 
single... 
     There are two sides to 
every breakup. In this witty, 
heartfelt novel, Robyn Hard-
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ing explores them 
both-and takes 
us on a journey 
through the end 
of a marriage and 
the beginning of 
something new...
which may or may 
not be something 
old too. 

The Choice by Suzanne 
Woods Fisher
September 8, 2010 
Thorndike Press
 
With a vibrant, fresh style 
Suzanne Woods Fisher brings 
readers into the world of a 
young Amish woman torn be-
tween following the man she 
loves--or joining the commu-
nity of faith that sustains her, 
even as she questions some 
of the decisions of her elders. 
Her choice begins a torrent of 
change for her and her fam-
ily, including a marriage of 
convenience to silent Daniel 

Miller. Both bring bro-
ken hearts into their 
arrangement--and 
secrets that have been 
held too long. Filled 
with gentle romance, 
The Choice opens 
the world of the 
Amish--their strong 
communities, their 
simple life, and their 

willingness to put each other 
ПÉÒÓÔȢ #ÏÍÂÉÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ &ÉÓÈÅÒȭÓ 
exceptional gift for character 
development, this novel, the 
ПÉÒÓÔ ÉÎ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓȟ ÉÓ Á ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ 
reminder that it is never too 
ÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ПÉÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÁÙ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ 
God.

A Brisket, A Casket: A 
Deadly Deli Mystery by 
Delia Rosen 
October 5, 2010 Kensing-
ton

Gwen (nee Katz) Silver heard 
the brisket at her uncle-s 
Jewish deli, Murray the Pas-

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com
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trami Swami-the only one of 
its kind in Nashville, Tennes-
see-was -to die for.- But she 
didn’t realize that 
meant literally- 
When Gwen learns 
she-s inherited 
Murray-s, the native 
New Yorker leaves 
her chaotic career 
and messy divorce 
behind to start over 
in Nashville. But 
the venture seems 
doomed from the 
start. Murray-s 
taken his recipes 
and secret list of 
food suppliers to 
the grave with him, 
and ruthless real 
estate developer 
Royce Sinclair will 
stop at nothing to 
try and sandwich 
Murray-s into his 
ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÏÖÅÒÓÔÕǟÅÄ 
portfolio. Then, on Kosher 

Karaoke Night, longtime cus-
tomer Buster Sergeant bites 
into his brisket-and bites the 

dust. The coroner 
says food poison-
ing, but Gwen-s not 
convinced. Now, with 
the help of hunky 
police detective Beau 
McClintock, -Nash-
ville Katz--as Gwen is 
quickly nicknamed-
×ÉÌÌ ПÉÎÄ ÈÅÒÓÅÌÆ 
adding -private 
investigator- to her 
resume-and a new 
love to her life.

The 8th Confession  
(Women’s Murder 
Club) by James Pat-
terson
July 27, 2010 Grand 
Central Publishing
 
Fans of Sex and the 
#ÉÔÙ ÒÉÐÏǟÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅÓÔ 

appreciate Patterson’s eighth 

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com
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Women’s Murder Club novel, 
ÈÉÓ ПÉÆÔÈ ÃÏÁÕÔÈÏÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 
Patero (after 7th Heaven). 
Det. Lindsay Boxer, of the 
San Francisco police depart-
ment, is searching for a 
ËÉÌÌÅÒ ×ÈÏȭÓ ËÎÏÃËÉÎÇ Ïǟ ÔÈÅ 
well-to-do without leaving 
any signs of violence on the 
bodies. The investigation 
is going nowhere until the 
department’s repository of 
institutional memory recalls 
a series of unsolved killings 
from 1982, in which the 
ÕÎÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄ ÐÅÒÐÅÔÒÁÔÏÒ 
used a krait, a rare Indian 
snake, to poison the victims. 
Meanwhile, Boxer’s gal pal, 
journalist Cindy Thomas, is 
pressing the police to devote 
resources to a low priority 
murder-that of a homeless 
man known as Bagman 
Jesus, whose real name is a 
mystery. The romance that 
develops between Thomas 
and Boxer’s hunky partner, 
Det. Rich Conklin, includes a 

striking moment when Conk-
lin, magician-like, slips “his 
ÈÁÎÄÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ПÌÉÍÓÙ ÆÁÂÒÉÃ 
of her panties, making them 
disappear.”

Overexposed: A Novel by 
Susan Shapiro
August 3, 2010
Thomas Dunne Books
 
The grass may be greener on 
the other side of the fence, 
but the black leather–wear-
ing black sheep of a boister-
ous Midwestern Jewish clan 
ÎÅÖÅÒ ПÉÇÕÒÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÂÅÓÔ ÆÒÉÅÎÄ 
would actually leap into her 
backyard. Photographer 
Rachel happily trades her 
suburban Chicago roots--
distant doctor dad, meddling 
mom, doctors-in-training 
younger brothers, and an 
extended family of dictato-
rial elders--for the boho life 
in New York City, and though 
she longs to revel in the edgy 
art world where her idol, 

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com
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Elizabeth--daughter of 
a famed and famously 
drunk Life photographer-
-was raised, Elizabeth 
can’t shed the trappings 
fast enough for the “nor-
mal” life Rachel shuns. 
The gimmick is clever, 
but Elizabeth’s transfor-
mation from art world 
orphan to suburban yenta 
seems unlikely at best. 
Luckily, there’s more to 
this hip tale of yearning 
than her transforma-
tion, and Shapiro (Speed 
Shrinking) champions 
the small asides, the 
stubborn secrets, and the 
ÕÎÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁǟÅÃÔÉÏÎ 
of a big, complicated family 
to forge a connection with 
readers.
     I hope these make your 
summer reading list and 
make you have a good laugh.

Until next time, 

All the best…

Mary Eason is the author 
ÏÆ ÂÏÏËÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Ȱ! .ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ 
2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ2ÏÏÔ ÏÆ !ÌÌ 
%ÖÉÌȱȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ УÉÎÄ -ÁÒÙ ÏÎ-
line at http://www.maryea-
ÓÏÎȢÃÏm.
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by Roxanne Rhoads
Roxanne Rhoads is a story stumpet, tome loving tart, and 
ƭƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǇŀǊŀƴƻǊƳŀƭΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŦǊŜŜƭŀƴŎŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ŜǊƻǝŎ ǇŀǊŀƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ

Urban Fantasy
and the Paranormal

Probably everyone has 
heard the phrase “you can’t 
ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ŎƻǾŜǊέΦ 
How true is that? I’ve read 
books that the 
covers were aw-
ful or plain and 
the book was 
ŦŀōǳƭƻǳǎΦ LΩǾŜ 
also read books 
where the covers 
ǿŜǊŜ ƅŀǎƘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻƻƪ ǎǳŎƪŜŘΦ
I’m wondering 
how important is a book 
cover when it comes to 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻƻƪΦ L Řƻ ŀ 
lot of book buying online 
ŀƊŜǊ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 
to a new author or book 
or series- so a cover isn’t 

really what grabs me it is 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ 
itself along with reviews 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

are what garners 
Ƴȅ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ 
I am browsing the 
shelves at the local 
bookstore it is the 
cover that will draw 
Ƴȅ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴΦ
     The trend in UF 
books right now is 
to have the body 
of a woman usually 

ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǝƎƘǘ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǝƎƘǘ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ 
her face is obscured or not 
even shown and she usually 
has a weapon or there are 
some ghostly supernatural 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǿƛǊƭƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊΦ 





That lets a person know 
right away that the book is 
most likely an urban fantasy 
ǝǘƭŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Řŀȅ όŀƴŘ ǎǝƭƭ ǘǊǳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǝǘƭŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭύ ǿƘŜƴ 
a woman was shown in a 
long, low cut gown some-
ǝƳŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
with a muscular 
man- you knew 
the book was a 
bodice ripper 
AKA historical 
ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜΦ
     I’m just not 
sure if I like 
formula covers, 
especially when 
ƛǘ ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƻŦ 
the book- for example the 
/ƘƛŎŀƎƻƭŀƴŘ ±ŀƳǇƛǊŜǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ 
ōȅ /ƘƭƻŜ bŜƛƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇƛŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
heroine in the books, Merit 
Ŭǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ 

the cover- dark hair, straight 
cut bangs, casual clothes…
but the latest book in the 
ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ¢ǿƛŎŜ .ƛǧŜƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ 
blondish red haired woman 
ƛƴ ŀ ǝƎƘǘ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ 
pants very urban fantasy but 
not very Merit in Chicago-

ƭŀƴŘ ±ŀƳǇƛǊŜǎΦ
     What do you think 
about the importance 
of covers? Feel free 
to discuss it more by 
sending me an email 
at RoxanneRhoads@
ŀƻƭΦŎƻƳΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǉǳƻǘŜ 
may appear in an 
ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΦ
     It’s the lazy days 

of summer so I’m not going 
to give you a big list of new 
releases this month I’m just 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻƴ 
Ƴȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƭƛǎǘΦ
     Demon from the Dark 
όLƳƳƻǊǘŀƭǎ !ƊŜǊ 5ŀǊƪ {Ŝ-
ǊƛŜǎΣ .ƻƻƪ уύ ōȅ YǊŜǎƭŜȅ /ƻƭŜ 





which will be 
out on August 
нпΦ L Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
pass up an Im-
ƳƻǊǘŀƭǎ !ƊŜǊ 
5ŀǊƪ ōƻƻƪπ ǘƘŜȅ 
are always so 
ǎǘŜŀƳȅΦ L ŀƳ 
also looking for-
ward to Sparks 
by Laura Bickle 
which is the follow up to 
Embers which came out 
ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ
     So, what’s on your dog 
days of summer reading 
list?

SQAL with Angie Fox by 
Roxanne Rhoads

RR: Let’s start out by 
ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
newest release and what 
genre/category it falls into:

!CΥ ! ¢ŀƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ǿƻ 5ŜƳƻƴ 

Slayers is a paranor-
mal romance

RR: Can you describe 
your heroine/hero in 
о ǿƻǊŘǎΚ 

!CΥ IƳƳΦΦΦƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜΦ 
My heroine is bold 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛǧȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ 
ǎƻƊ ǎǘǊŜŀƪΦ aȅ ƘŜǊƻ 

is loyal, strong and sexy as 
ƘŜƭƭΦ
  
wwΥ bŀƳŜ ƻƴŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘǊŀƛǘ 
about your heroine/hero: 

AF: Lizzie is a preschool 
teacher turned demon 
ǎƭŀȅŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ 
to master her powers while 
all kinds of supernatural 
uglies are cropping up

RR: Name the sexiest trait 
of the main man in your 
newest book: 





!CΥ 5ƛƳƛǘǊƛ ƛǎ ƭƻȅŀƭΦ IŜΩǎ ŀ 
ǎƘŀǇŜǎƘƛƊƛƴƎ ƎǊƛŶƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊƛŶƴǎ ƳŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ 5ƛƳƛǘǊƛ 
would love nothing more 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻǳƭ ƳŀǘŜΦ

wwΥ [ƛǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀŘƧŜŎǝǾŜǎ 
that can describe this book 

AF: I think RT magazine said 
ƛǘ ōŜǎǘΣ ά5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ƘƛƭŀǊƛ-
ƻǳǎ ŘǊŀƳŀΦέ

RR: What’s the heat level? 

AF: sizzling

wwΥ {ǳƳ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ н 
sentences or less: 

AF: Preschool teacher 
turned demon slayer Lizzie 
Brown heads to Greece 
ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǊƻƎǳŜ ǎƭŀȅŜǊΦ hŦ 
course this evil nemesis 
doesn’t have Grandma’s 

gang of biker witches, a 
talking Jack Russell ter-
rier or a hunk of a shape-
ǎƘƛƊƛƴƎ ƎǊƛŶƴ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƛŘŜΦ 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǝƳŀǘŜ ǎƘƻǿŘƻǿƴ 
for survival, may the best 
ŘŜƳƻƴ ǎƭŀȅŜǊ ǿƛƴΦ

wwΥ !ƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŬƴƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
sentence: The best thing 
about being an author is 

AF: bringing characters to 
ƭƛŦŜΦ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ Ƴȅ Řŀȅ 
with Harley biker riding 
witches, a talking dog and 
a preschool teacher turned 
ŘŜƳƻƴ ǎƭŀȅŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
ŦǳƴΦ

RR: And last but not least 
ǿƘŜƴ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ 
your book in stores:

!CΥ ! ¢ŀƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ǿƻ 5ŜƳƻƴ 
Slayers is in stores now!





¢ƘŜ .ŀǧƭŜ 
tŀǊǘ с  ς ¢ƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ
.ȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²Φ 5ŀǾƛǎ όǿǿǿΦ5ŀǾƛǎǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ
ŎƻƳύ

Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÁÔÔÌÅȱ ÉÓ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
ÏÎÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÒÅÁÌȤÌÉÆÅ ÔÒÉÐ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á 

ÍÉÎÅУÉÅÌÄ ÏÆ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÁÓ ÈÅȭÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 
ÄÉÆУÉÃÕÌÔÙȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÕÌÔÅÒÉÏÒ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȟ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ 
ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÐÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÍÁÙ УÉÎÄ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ 
journey.

I began this series 6 months ago in the hope it would pro-
vide console to others forced to take a similar journey. If one 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÔ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌȟ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÉÔȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓȟ ÍÙ ПÉÎÁÌ ÐÏÓÔȟ 
I will attempt to encapsulate the impact cancer has made on 
my world.

Emotions – Forget for the moment the physical pain, or the 
ÓÉÄÅ ÁǟÅÃÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔÓ ɉÂÅÌÏ×ɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ 
ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÁÓ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅȢ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅØÐÅÃÔ ÁÌÌ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÓÕǟÅÒ 
that same chaos once the word Cancer enters their daily 
ÖÏÃÁÂÕÌÁÒÙȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÈÒÅÅ ×ÅÅËÓȟ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ×Å ËÎÅ× 
the extent of the cancer, neither my wife nor I sleep through 
an uninterrupted night. We likely got 3 or 4 hours of sleep 
a day. After we learned the truth, and before the painful 
treatments begin, all we did, other than spend several hours 
a day in medical facilities was to sleep, especially my wife. 
As a writer, I openly express how I feel without reservation, 





yet that is not her way. She 
held things inside, until 
ПÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÉÔ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÈÅÒ 
energy and she crashed ev-
ery hour we were at home. 
We’ve discussed this with 
close friends who have also 
experienced such medical 
ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÔÏÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ 
crash when they got home 
each day after treatments. 
Course, it could meant we’re 
just a bunch of wussies (g). 
We also revealed to each 
other the headaches we 
had been experiencing that 
magically disappeared after 
we learned it was solvable 
(wonder why).

Frustration – Once we 
knew the truth, that there 
was a demon eating away at 
my throat, week after week 
without treatments frus-
trated the hell out of us, but 
especially me. We realized 
ÔÈÅ ÒÁÄÉÁÔÉÏÎ ПÉÒÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÍÙ 
ПÌÅÓÈ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÌÌÙ ÂÕÉÌÄ 

to a mind blowing level of 
pain. Problem is, until they 
started, the cure could not 
begin. Yet each time I visited 
one doctor, another special-
ist or test or preventive 
measure was added to the 
list I had to see or do or take 
before the treatments could 
start. Again, my nights be-
came sleepless. Finally, four 
weeks after I was diagnosed, 
the treatments began.

Taste – As a result of the 
radiation treatments that 
close to my face, the glands 
that produce saliva were 
damaged, and I knew that 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Á ÓÉÄÅ ÁǟÅÃÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ 
in. By month two of ra-
diation I had no taste from 
food, at all, zero. They say 
that by month six, some will 
return but by 12 months 
ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÖÅÌ Ïǟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ 
remain at some diminished 
level.





Teeth – The radiation reaps 
big time damage on your 
teeth. The dental structure 
in your jaw is weakened be-
cause the blood network is 
destroyed and you become 
extremely susceptible to 
tooth/gum problems. For 
the rest of my life, I have 
to wear a double mouth 
ÐÉÅÃÅ ÄÉÐÐÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ПÌÕÏÒÉÄÅ 
solution for 15 minutes each 
day.

Voice – At the moment, my 
voice is roughly 80% of its 
capacity, say a year ago. In 
fact, if you go to my website 
(Davisstories.com) and click 
on the “Video Trailer” but-
ton, you can play one of my 
video’s that was created just 
as I was beginning to ex-
ÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎ ÁǟÅÃÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
tumor on my vocal cords. 
That gravelly echo sound is 
the result of the cancer, only 
I didn’t know it. 

Financial – There will be a 
lifetime cost from the cancer 
seeing that I am now forced 
to re-enter the halls of the 
medical profession about 
four times a year forever. 
Considering that prior to 
this event, I saw the doctor 
about once every three 
years, that’s at least a ten 
fold increase for mainte-
nance of my health. In terms 
of out of pocket cost, I have 
maintained records of our 
personal expenditures and 
in this year I estimate we 
will have spend about 20 
grand out of pocket. I esti-
mate the insurance com-
pany will spend about 100 
to 120 grand. 

Outlook – I’ve always been 
an upbeat guy with positive 
perspective. Yet I’ll admit 
the political events in the 
last year, the gradual decline 
of out nation, the manipula-
tion of our democracy by 





progressive elements, the 
pushing of our country into 
ПÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÌÌÁÐÓÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
arrogance of our leaders; 
all had taken a toll on my 
attitude. My appreciation 
of life, the opportunities 
given to me by the real big 
guy had turned dark. After 
this mind blowing last four 
months, all those shadows 
have been vanquished from 
my spirit and I don’t think 
they will return. I have 
stopped procrastination of 
all the things I had planned 
to do. Some may see this 
awakening as contrived 
or temporary, but I doubt 
those that have shared a 
similar experience would 
adapt that interpretation. 
You truly do gain a re-
freshed perspective of your 
life. The things I wanted 
to do for others are in the 
works and will be done. The 
trips with friends and fam-
ily are in place and will be 

done. Should it have taken 
such an event to wake me 
up? Hell no, but it did and I 
am thankful to the real big 
guy for the wake up call. 
I just don’t have time in 
my day for negative vibes 
anymore. 

The chains - I’ve also 
noticed a strange urge I 
never experienced before. 
Each time I see a young 
man or woman smoking, 
) ПÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÔÉÎÃÔ ÔÏ ÇÒÁÂ 
them around the collar 
and scream in their face, 
“STOP before it’s too late! 
Do you realize what you’re 
doing to your body, what 
you’re going to experience 
downstream? Stop assum-
ing you’re immune, that 
you’re the one it won’t get.” 
"ÕÔ ) ПÉÇÈÔ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÈÁËÅ 
my head. No one will listen 
until it happens to them or 
someone they truly love. 
It’s funny how you can dip 



a rose in a vat of liquid 
nitrogen, whack it on the 
counter and see it shatter 
into a dozen pieces, then 
warn a person, “Don’t stick 
you hand in there” and they 
won’t. Yet, you can show 
people pictures, put warn-
ings on cigarettes, but they 
ignore it. Maybe hospitals 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÏǟÅÒ ÄÁÙ ÔÏÕÒÓ 
through the Oncology treat-
ment and testing centers. 
Let smokers see how damn 
many people are in there, 
ÓÕǟÅÒÉÎÇȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ 
ignored the truth. Problem 
is, I doubt anyone would 
take the tour. I know I was 
overwhelmed with the 
massive numbers of people 
in the facility being treated 
for smoker’s cancer. People 
just don’t want to deal with 
that ugly reality until it’s 
too late. Like many things in 
human nature, we tend to 
ignore what we don’t want 
to see, including me. I guess 

that’s another part of my 
penitence for ignoring the 
warnings myself. Like Jacob 
Marley, those that survive 
smokers’ cancer must carry 
the chains of watching oth-
ers turn a blind eye and 
knowing there is nothing 
you can do to stop their self 
destructive behavior.

The mindset – As I 
mentioned earlier, once 
the word comes forth, you 
stagger through each day 
like you’ve been hit by a 
bat. Even after you learn 
the “treatability,” your 
mind still operates in a fog. 
Your entire world, all your 
thoughts center on the 
ПÌÕÒÒÙ ÏÆ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÓÔÕǟ ÔÒÁÎÓ-
piring around you. This is 
not good. For your health 
and recovery, you must 
maintain some semblance 
of a normal existence or 
you will become depressed 
and those emotions feed on 



themselves. But how can you 
push out all those negative 
images, and fears, and pain? 
You can’t totally. What you 
can do is lay out in you’re 
mind a schedule from start 
ÔÏ ПÉÎÉÓÈȢ %ÁÃÈ ÄÁÙ ÙÏÕ ÃÒÏÓÓ 
Ïǟ ÏÎÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 
ÔÉÍÅȢ ) ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÅǟÅÃÔÉÖÅ 
in most situations at detach-
ing from my surroundings. 
Each treatment or test or 
prod session, I would send 
my thoughts elsewhere. As 
a writer, I created scenes for 
a new story, or theorized 
a new blog post, or a new 
article to this series. If not 
Á ×ÒÉÔÅÒȟ ПÉÎÄ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ 
you enjoy in your life and 
mentally focus on that im-
age above all else. I found 
this very helpful. If you do 
this “refocusing” away from 
what’s happening to your 
body, you will get through 
it, because you have too. To 
survive, you will endure the 
momentary hell for you fam-
ily, your children, your mate 

and yourself. This refocusing 
did not work for me when 
the “burn pain” became so 
damn acute, no amount of 
mental power count redirect 
my imaging. At those points, 
I tried to sleep every minute 
I could, take some pain 
killers, and live on ice cold 
protein drinks, but near the 
last ten days I just curled on 
the couch, closed my eyes 
and disappeared I know not 
×ÈÅÒÅȢ /ÎÅ ПÉÎÁÌ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ɀ ÉÎ 
ÓÕǟÅÒÉÎÇȟ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÌÏÏËȟ ÎÏÔ 
where you are, but where 
you will be after the treat-
ments subside.  

I have enjoyed sharing this 
series of articles and hope 
that some have found them 
helpful. Anyone wishing 
to interact on the topic, or 
share your experience, you 
can contact me at General@
Davisstories.com
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“The streets were dark with 
something more than night.” 
- Raymond Chandler

High summer is upon us in 
the northern hemisphere, 
and what would be more 
appropriate for an 
August column than 
a little e-correspon-
dence with Chris 
Grabenstein, author 
of the John Ceepak 
series of crime nov-
els. The books are set 
in the composite Jersey shore 
town of Sea Haven. We’ve 
read only one so far, the lat-
est, Rolling Thunder but will 
be moving on to the others, 
you bet, perhaps before the 
next time we get to sit on the 
beach at the shore. We tend 

to do that, march through an 
author’s works until they’re 
all consumed. We did it with 
Alan Furst, who’ll be covered 
in the next “Dark Streets” 
column.
     If you have a favorite 

Jersey short town or 
two, you’re sure to 
catch a glimpse of it in 
Grabenstein’s work. 
We conducted a brief 
e-mail Q&A with him.

What about that town?

Ȱ-Ù ПÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÅÁ (ÁÖÅÎȟȱ ÈÅ 
writes, “is basically the entire 
Jersey Shore compressed 
into the 18-mile barrier 
island geography of Long 
Beach Island (LBI.)  I wanted 
the boardwalks of Seaside 
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Heights and Wildwood, 
the family feel of LBI, the 
Victorian Bed & Breakfasts 
of Cape May – the whole 
thing.  My own history 
centers around Seaside 
Heights and Beach Haven 
(hence, Sea Haven.) I spent 
ÔÈÒÅÅ ÄÁÙÓ ПÉÌÍÉÎÇ Á $ÒȢ 
Pepper commercial years 
ago on the boardwalk of 
Seaside Heights 
and fell in love with 
orange-and-white 
swirl cones.  I go 
to Beach Haven on 
LBI every August 
with an FDNY (Fire 
Department, City of 
New York) friend 
and his family.  Most of the 
locations in the Ceepak 
books are based on ones I 
have found on LBI.”

Rolling Thunder, the latest 
book, opens with a rider 
death on a brand new roller 

coaster, on the day it opens, 
was this inspired by any 
particular incident? 

“Not really. That book 
was inspired by all those 
warnings they seem to be 
required to post at roller 
coasters. I wondered what 
would happen if somebody 
actually did have a heart 

attack (like the signs 
always suggest you 
might.)”

I happened to pluck 
Rolling Thunder from 
my public library’s 
New Release shelf, and 
intend to read Hell Hole 

next, since it’s a an amuse-
ment ride close to my heart 
ɉÈÔÔÐȡȾȾÉÎПÉÎÉÔÙÂÏÕÎÄȢÃÏÍȾ
index.php/2009/06/03/
hellhole-sportland-pier-
wildwood-nj-1974). That 
would still be out of chrono-
logical order. But Graben-



stein is not particular about 
the order in which you 
choose to read the books, as 
long as you read them.

“Well, you can read the 
books in any order you 
ÐÌÕÃË ÔÈÅÍ Ïǟ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÌÖÅÓȢ 
I try to write them so each 
book stands alone....
and I don’t bore 
the reader with 
too much about 
what happened in 
the past. However, 
many of the e-mails 
I receive from read-
ers say that what 
folks enjoy most is watch-
ing the evolution of the two 
main characters, Danny and 
Ceepak, through the series. 
I chose to write the books 
from a perspective that 
people grow and change and 
what happens to us shapes 
us. Some mystery series 
just pick up and start again 

each time -- ala Murder She 
Wrote. Jessica really never 
grew from case to case. 
Danny does. So here is the 
correct order: Tilt A Whirl; 
Mad Mouse; Whack A Mole; 
Hell Hole; Mind Scrambler; 
Rolling Thunder.”

John Ceepak, the series’ 
main character, is a 
straight-shooting shore 
town uniform cop. His 
exploits are narrated 
by his partner, the 
younger, somewhat 
less ram-rod straight, 
Danny Boyle. For many 

readers of a certain age, 
Ceepak may remind them of 
the cartoon character Dud-
ley Do-Right in that he’s all-
good-all-the-time, but not 
nearly as dense as Dudley.

“Ceepak is the antithesis of 
most ‘sleuths’ in mystery 
series. He is not a bitter, 
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divorced, alcoholic, ex-cop 
who lost his buddy in a gang 
shootout and turned in his 
badge so he could pursue 
justice on his own terms. He 
is a by-the-book, former mil-
itary police, just back from 
Iraq who chooses to live 
his life in accordance with 
the West Point Cadet Honor 
Code: he will not lie, cheat, 
steal or tolerate 
those who do. So, yes, 
he is an overgrown 
Eagle Boy Scout, a 
goody two-shoes, a 
Dudley Do-Right, a 
stick in the mud...I 
try to have characters 
call him all the things 
I think readers might.”

“But, what make Ceepak 
intriguing is the darkness 
lurking around the edges of 
his soul.”  

“As you read the books you 

realize: the code is there 
for a very good reason; for 
Ceepak 
to stop himself from suc-
cumbing to ‘the dark side’ as 
he so easily could, given his 
family background and all 
that he has seen. It is a code 
he imposes on himself.”

So then for high summer 
seashore amusement-
themed reading, you 
might consider one of 
Grabenstein’s thrill-
ers when you head to 
the beach this or any 
season. 

ɉ.ÏÔÅȡ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 
titles are amusement rides 
ÁÎÄ ÂÏÁÒÄ×ÁÌË ÇÁÍÅÓȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ 
ÁÒÅ ÍÁÔÕÒÅ ÔÈÅÍÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÑÕÉÔÅ 
ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÉÎ ÓÐÏÔÓȢɊ 

RECENT READS: Last month 
we mentioned how suspense 
can cross genres and how 
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many westerns are inher-
ently suspenseful. Alistair 
MacLean’s, Breakheart 
Pass. was mentioned by 
Ken Follett in the lecture we 
linked to last month. You 
may have seen the movie, 
with Charles Bronson. Books 
ÁÎÄ ÍÏÖÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ Ô×Ï ÄÉǟÅÒ-
ent things, (Yes, of 
course, a discussion 
for another forum) 
but this is another 
one where, story-
wise, the book is 
better, and easier 
to follow. In fact if 
you haven’t read the 
book you might have 
a little trouble following 
what’s happening on screen. 
     !ÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ .ÅÔПÌÉØ 
synopsis for the movie if 
you’re thinking about read-
ing this book. It gives away 
a key spoiler, a major reveal 
about a character that you 
don’t get until about half-

way through the novel. 
     Even though the screen-
ÐÌÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ПÉÌÍ ×ÁÓ ÉÔÓÅÌÆ 
written by MacLean, only 
about 50  percent of the 
original is preserved intact. 
The woman lead’s part was 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙȢ -ÁÒÉÃÁ 
is less heroic, less three-

dimensional and more 
damsel-in-distress in 
ÔÈÅ ПÉÌÍȢ ) ÐÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÈÅ 
text Marica over the cel-
luloid one.
     The one scene central 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ПÉÌÍ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÏÒÅ 
visceral than in the 
ÎÏÖÅÌ ÉÓ Á ПÉÇÈÔ ÓÃÅÎÅ ÏÎ 
the top of the train as it 

chugs through mountain ra-
vines and over high bridges. 
So in a sense, you might not 
ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
prose can be suspenseful 
just from the movies, since 
they play out more as adven-
tures. Stick to the books if 
that’s what you’re after ~~~ 

http://kite.inýnitybound.com
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The Devil’s Star by Jo Nesbø 
(translated from the Nor-
wegian by Don Bartlett) is 
an exception that proves the 
rule of the need for a grab-
ber opening in a suspense/
mystery story. As in this case, 
one of the exceptions would 
be a few pages of extremely 
well-written prose. The nov-
elist here starts the reader 
out following the path of a 
droplet of water as gravity 
and the vagaries of a build-
ing’s construction direct it 
from one place to another. 
Along the way certain details 
of the setting, some history 
and some imagery that come 
out later in the book are 
evoked. To say much more 
would be to give much away. 
     The protagonist here is 
Harry Hole, an Oslo police 
inspector on the brink of 
losing his job, his woman, 
his health and his mind. 
He’s a cross between an 

alcoholic Columbo and a 
face-in--the-gutter Inspector 
Morse. QUOTE of the month, 
about Harry Hole: “He lay on 
ÔÈÅ ПÌÏÏÒ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ Ï×Î ÓÉÔÔÉÎÇ 
room. Dressed, though not 
well dressed. In the land 
of the living, though not 
really alive. Sweat lay like 
Á ÃÌÁÍÍÙ ПÉÌÍ ÏÆ ÍÁËÅȤÕÐ 
on his face, and his heart 
felt light, but stressed, like a 
ping-pong ball on a concrete 
ПÌÏÏÒȢ (ÉÓ ÈÅÁÄ ÆÅÌÔ ×ÏÒÓÅȢȱ  
     In this condition, Hole 
must track down a serial 
killer who leaves a diamond 
blood star with each of his 
victims.

Bill Shears is the author 
ÏÆ +ÉÔÅȟ Á ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
comedy set in Earth orbit. 
9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ПÉÎÄ "ÉÌÌ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÁÔȡ 
ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾÉÎПÉÎÉÔÙÂÏÕÎÄȢÃÏÍ
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Title: More Home Cooking
!ÕÔÈÏÒȡ ,ÁÕÒÉÅ #ÏÌ×ÉÎ
2ÁÔÉÎÇȡ ω ÓÔÁÒÓ

If you love food, you’ll 
probably love Laurie 
Colwin. Although she was 
a novelist, her many col-
umns for Gourmet maga-
zine are what I remember 
when I think of her. This 
isn’t so much a cookbook 
per se as a collection of her 
articles, with recipes.
     More Home Cooking is 
a splendid companion in 
the kitchen. Colwin may 
have insisted on good 
food that was prepared 
well, but she wasn’t a 
snob at all. This collec-
tion of her essays is witty, 
funny, down-to-earth, and 
above all, companionable. 
It doesn’t matter if you 

need an easy recipe for 
how to roast chicken or if 
you are suddenly craving  
ÃÏǟÅÅ ПÌÕǟȟ ÏÒ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ 
jet-lagged and are wonder-
ing about the thing to eat 
ÁÆÔÅÒ Á ÌÏÎÇ ПÌÉÇÈÔ ȤȤ ,ÁÕÒÉÅ 

NightOwlReviews

With Kyraninse
Cooking Up A Storm

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com


Colwin has an answer for 
most things and even if 
she doesn’t have exactly 
×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ПÉÎÄ 
something that is just as 
good and perhaps even 
better within these pages.
     She speaks chummily of 
hosting dinner parties and 
the problems contained 
therein because of the 
many fad diets, food aller-
gies, and other things that 
make it hard to feed more 
than a couple of people at 
a time. Happily, she has 
a solution that involves 
nothing that triggers the 
usual suspects and which 
is tasty to boot. She speaks 
like a long-time friend 
about how she used to 
not bake bread because 
she thought the day-long 
ÅǟÏÒÔ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÉÔ ɀ 
then immediately gives 
you a recipe for bread that 
requires only about an 

hour of hands on time and 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ПÉÔ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ 
schedule instead of the 
other way around.
     Colwin knows the world 
and its restrictions, but in-
stead of being a sour-puss 
about things, she merely 
observes amusingly about 
how she once used to truss 
ÈÅÒ ÃÈÉÃËÅÎÓȟ ÓÔÕǟ ÔÈÅÍ 
and baste continuously -- 
before her children. After 
having her child, she mere-
ly salt and peppers it and 
then throws it in the oven 
without the fuss she once 
used to lavish over it and 
then tells us it is just as 
delicious in its way with-
out all the furbelows. She 
doesn’t talk about steak, 
ÔÒÕÆПÌÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÅØÐÅÎ-
sive fancy ingredients, 
but speaks charmingly 
about her poor days when 
she would cook up an 
eggplant in a pot and eat 



that for dinner. Somehow 
she manages to make both 
that and boiled beef sound 
homey, enticing, and most 
importantly, do-able for the 
average woman who has a 
child and work.
     Above all, Colwin is fun. 
Her writing is light-hearted 
and cheerful without los-
ing its edge of reality and 
she knows how to turn a 

phrase so you end up nod-
ding and chuckling under 
your breath. I believe that 
everyone, so long as they 
eat, would enjoy this book, 
be they a seasoned cook or 
a novice who barely knows 
how to boil potatoes.

Kyraninse lives on the East 
#ÏÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÊÏÙÓ ÃÏÏËÉÎÇ 
ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȢ

Jane Austen meets Philip Roth in a 
sexy, sparkling debut novel recon-
structing the real-life scandal that 
inspired Alexander Pope’s famous 
poem “The Rape of the Lock.”

London, 1711. The rich young 
ÏǟÓÐÒÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÆÁÓÈÉÏÎÁÂÌÅ 
ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ПÉÌÌ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÁÙÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁÓ-
querade balls, opera engagements, 
and clandestine courtships. Lead-
ing the pursuit of pleasure are the 
beautiful Arabella Fermor, with her 
circle of beaus, and Robert Petre, 
seventh Baron of Ingatestone, a 
man-about-town with his choice of 
mistresses.





http://×××ȢÍÁÒÉÎÁПÉÏÒÁÔÏȢÃÏÍ

Author  Interview

by Tammie King

Marina Fiorato

Please tell us your latest news?

I’ll be working on an original screenplay in the fall for a 
ПÉÌÍ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ 
The Golden Compass.

If you had to do it all over again, would you change 
anything in your latest book?

The only thing that I might possibly have changed would 
be the bad language - it caused a bit of a backlash in the 
states! I stongly believe the cursewords were appropriate 
for my main character but if I had my time again I might 
have put the worst ones in Italian - that way I would have 
maintained the character’s integrity but would have been 
less shocking to the more conservative reader!

Who is your favorite author and what is it that really 
strikes you about their work?

My favourite living author is Thomas Harris. I’m always 
struck by the visceral quality of his work, but his prose are 
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always really beautiful, even 
the bloodletting.

$Ï ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ 
writing style?

Not really. In the three 
books I’ve written I’ve done 
split timeline, dual storyline 
ÁÎÄ ПÉÒÓÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ 
stylistic trick I’ve noticed 
that I come back to is that 
I tend to describe things 
in threes, like General de 
Gaulle!

Do you see writing as a 
career?

$ÅПÉÎÉÔÅÌÙȢ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ 
lucky - since I wrote my 
ПÉÒÓÔ ÂÏÏË The Glassblower 
of Murano I’ve been able to 
make a good living from it; 
in fact I wrote that book on 
maternity leave and never 
returned to my job. I realize 
though that I’m in a privi-
leged positiion - it’s harder 

these days for authors to 
get big advances and the 
economic situation has 
made an inevitable impact 
on sales.

Do you recall how your 
interest in writing origi-
nated?

) ×ÁÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ПÉÖÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄ 
and I bullied my teacher to 
let me write the Nativity 
play for the rest of the kids! 
I think my interest origi-
nated from being read to 
every day from a very early 
age and encouraged to love 
books - that’s something I’m 
passing on to my children.

Do you have any advice 
for other writers?

Don’t quit. It took me years 
to get published in the UK, 
so don’t let rejection get 
to you. Just keep telling 
yourself that JK Rowling, 

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com
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Stephen King and The 
Beatles were all rejected 
ÁÔ ПÉÒÓÔȦ 3ÔÙÌÉÓÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ )ȭÄ ÓÁÙ 
don’t describe everything 
in minute detail - give your 
reader credit.

How does your family feel 
about having a writer in 
the family? Do they read 
your books?

The adult members of 
my family are very proud 
and supportive and read 
everything I write. My kids 
are too young to care at 
the moment, even though 
they have novels dedicated 
to them! They just assume 
that everyone’s mum is a 
writer. I hope they’ll get it 
one day!

What did you do before 
you became a writer? Do 
you write full time?

I designed tour visuals for 
rock bands like U2, The 
Rolling Stones and Aero-
smith, (Basically when 
you go to see a band, all 
ÔÈÅ ПÉÌÍÅÄ ÐÉÅÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ 
playing behind them on 
screens) I now write full 
time in between the school 
runs!

What is your writing pro-
ÃÅÓÓȩ $Ï ÙÏÕ ÏÕÔÌÉÎÅȟ ПÌÙ 
by the seat of your pants 
or a combination of both?

I always outline and do a 
chapter breakdown. I can’t 
write organically, although 
I understand some writers 
do, with great success.

Do you have a favorite 
object that is pertinent to 
your writing? If so what 
is it and please describe 
it. (Pen, Coffee Cup, Pet, 
Blanket, Chair)

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com
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My glass heart (from my 
ПÉÒÓÔ ÎÏÖÅÌɊ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÔÏÔÅÍ Ȥ ) 
wear it round my neck a 
lot for luck. Also I get a 
new notebook for each 
novel which goes with me 
everywhere for scribbling 
down ideas. My husband 
always buys these for me 
and they’ve become more 
fancy over the years - my 
latest is gorgeous Florentine 
handmade paper!

Do you have a ritual 

when it comes to writ-
ing? Example….get coffee, 
blanket, paper, pen and a 
comfy place

I always wear my old dress-
ing gown and have a cup of 
tea by my side. I write on 
the sofa with my laptop on 
my knee.

All the writers out there 
keep writing and all the 
readers out there keep read-
ÉÎÇȦ ×××ȢÍÁÒÉÎÁПÉÏÒÁÔÏȢÃÏÍ

A member of the elite Hawk force that protects 
ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ ÏÆ %ÌÁÎÔÒÁȟ +ÁÙÌÉÎ .ÅÙÁ ÈÁÓ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅÄ 
much to earn the respect of the winged Aerians 
and immortal Barrani she works alongside. But 
the mean streets she escaped as a child aren’t the 
ones she’s vowed to give her life guarding. Those 
were much darker….

Kaylin’s moved on with her life—and is keeping 
silent about the shameful things she’s done to 
stay alive. But when the city’s oracles warn of 
ÂÒÅ×ÉÎÇ ÕÎÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÅÒ ПÉÅÆÄÏÍÓȟ Á ÍÙÓÔÅÒÉ-
ous visitor from Kaylin’s past casts her under a 

cloud of suspicion. Thankfully, if she’s anything, she’s a survivor….

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com
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SFF Insider
by Shartyrant

{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ CƛŎǝƻƴ ϧ Cŀƴǘŀǎȅ bŜǿǎ ϧ wŜǾƛŜǿǎ

Prince of Storms by Kay Ke-
nyon is the fourth book in her 
ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ 
and the conclu-
sion to the story of 
ambition, betrayal 
and romance. 
Earth man Titus 
rules the Entire 
(another universe). 
He is determined 
to keep the Rose 
(the universe that Earth 
lives in) safe. Bargains must 
be made and a battle must 
be fought. Filled with exotic 
worlds and complex layers. 
I recommend starting with 
ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÂÏÏË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ 
and recommend to fans of the 
ÍÏÒÅ ÈÁÒÄÃÏÒÅ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ 
I give this one 4.5 stars.
 
Jasper Kent’s Twelve: Rus-
sia 1812 is a nice blend of 

dark fantasy and historical 
fantasy. Set during the time 
of Napoleon’s reign and war 
×ÉÔÈ 2ÕÓÓÉÁȟ ÉÓ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÔÓ 

of detail dealing with war. 
The story focuses on Cap-
tain Aleksei Danilo whose 
ÁÓÓÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ 

stop the invasion 
of Napoleon with 
the help of the 
mysterious twelve 
men. As the story 
progresses, the 
captain and the 
2ÕÓÓÉÁÎÓ ПÉÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ 
the Twelve’s plans 

are more horrible than what 
Napoleon has in store for the 
×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÓÔ ПÉÎÄ Á ×ÁÙ ÔÏ 
stop them. I recommend this 
for fans of history that would 
like a twist of supernatural 
entwined with it or for those 
who would like to escape the 
more stereotypical romantic 

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com


NightOwlReviews

vampire stories out there. The 
ÓÔÏÒÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ Ïǟ ÓÌÏ×ȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÁÓ 
some wonderful creepy mo-
ments. I do wish the author 
would’ve focused less on the 
captain at times regarding his 
ÁǟÁÉÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ 
is a minor quibble. I rate this 
one a strong 4.5 stars.  It is a 
very good debut work and I 
am looking for-
ward to reading the 
sequels. 

Ghost of a Chance: 
A Ghost Finder 
Novel by Simon R. 
'ÒÅÅÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ 
book in a new series 
where the reader is 
introduced to a team of what 
amounts to being “ghost-
busters”. The Carnacki Insti-
tute sends a team composed 
of three people whose talents 
are focused on getting rid of 
various type of ghosts and 
haunting. On the other side is 
the Crowley team, a stereo-

typical type of villains who 
are opposed to the Carnacki 
institute’s agenda to stop 
ghosts. Instead, they wish to 
use various types of ghosts 
or haunting for their own evil 
agenda including power and 
taking over the world. While 
the concept was interesting, 
ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÆÅÌÌ ПÌÁÔ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÁÓ 

the dialogue was cheesy 
and the characters two-
dimensional. There were 
some wonderfully de-
scriptive scary moments 
in the story, but the tone 
of the story was uneven 
and jarring. Too many 
forced moments and lots 
of moments where the 

author would tell instead of 
showing things happening 
in an organic manner. There 
were a few humorous mo-
ments, but overall, I would 
not rate this as a keeper. I give 
this one 3 stars more for the 
potential of the story than 
anything else.  

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com


by The Book Nerd
Tantalizing Tidbits
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Hello peeps!  This is my birthday 
month so it’s going to be brief.
     I’m well over the preoccupied 
and bail bondsman that had me 
exploring my sexy cougar style 
and into another hottie who’s 
actually tall, dark and handsome.  
We’ve actually been conversing 
for 7 months or so, and I’ve been 
refusing to do the deed, despite 
wanting to have wild, passionate 
sex with him nearly every day.
     What makes him so special?  
He’s just one whole year older, 
reads the same authors, and is 
fabulously romantic and sensual.  
He works and knows when to 
give me my “me time”.  But 
despite being so sexy, this man 
is masterful with a Capital M. 
Seems hard to imagine that I’ve 
been on earth this long and never 
run across this luscious piece of 
manhood.
     Finally, a man who’s not going 

to judge me because I read ALL of 
the time and doesn’t care if I talk 
about myself for a little while.  
In fact, he’s very pleased that I 
ËÎÏ× ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÏÌ ÓÔÕǟ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
authors and can carry on a half 
way decent conversation.
     I think we all know my phobia 
about on-line love, right?  Well 
turn me over and spank me 
because that’s how we met.  No 
kidding! Now I’m just like the 
web mistress of this site and my 
son who is madly in love with the 
non-reader.
     The happy moral of this story-
NEVER say never and HEA after 
does exist outside of a romance 
book.
     Happy Birthday to me and all 
the other loving Leo’s out there 
and I’ll see you next month.

(ÕÇÓȟ

4ÈÅ "ÏÏË .ÅÒÄ
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by Lilyraines
History Bits
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History is made up of not only 
movers and shakers, but ordi-
nary people as well. Ordinary 
people who are good, bad, 
ÉÎÄÉǟÅÒÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ 
between. Michael Farquhar’s 
A Treasury of Royal Scandals 
shows readers exactly how hu-
man members 
of the various 
European royal 
houses (with a 
chapter featur-
ing the papacy 
and another 
focusing on 
Ancient Rome) 
can be.
     Some high-
lights include 
Peter the Great 
instituting a 
ban on beards (which were a 
sign of masculinity) in order to 
make Russian men look more 

“civilized” and going so far as 
ÔÏ ÃÕÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÂÅÁÒÄÓ Ïǟ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆȟ 
Philip II and Philip IV (both 
of the Spanish Habsburg line, 
marrying their nieces, and the 
deaths of Tsar Nicholas II and 
his family.  The last is especially 
remarkable as they were not 

only shot, those who 
did not die instantly 
were attacked with 
bayonets, after 
which everyone was 
transported to an 
abandoned mine. 
Once there, they 
were undressed 
(when diamonds 
sewn into various 
articles of clothing 
were discovered) 
and the bodies 

– along with a few hand gre-
nades to collapse the structure 
– were dropped into the shaft. 
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The indignities did not end 
there as they were moved to a 
more remote location (in order 
to not be found by the White 
Russian army) where two of 
the bodies were burned and 
the others had sulfuric acid 
poured on them before being 
put into a shallow grave.
     The book is peppered with 
such incidents along with fam-
ÉÌÙ ÆÅÕÄÓȟ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÄÉǟÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ 
that led to various 
reformations and 
governmental splits 
with the church. The 
papal examples (and 
their progeny) that are 
mentioned in the book 
are no better – and at 
times worse – proving 
the adage of “Do as I 
say, not as I do.”
     While it could be said that 
the various people mentioned 
in this book were products 
of not only their stations (or 
elected positions), but their 
times as well, it certainly does 
not put them in a good light. 
The book does tend to read 
like a sensationalist sheet at 

times, but has a lot of infor-
mation and keeps the reader 
interested.

Other books that may be of 
interest:

Royal Babylon: The Alarming 
History of European Royalty 
by Karl Shaw

The blurb for the book reads as 
follows on Amazon.com: 
Was there ever a good 
monarch? To judge by 
Shaw’s account, it’s un-
likely. Instead, he writes, 
“Every monarchy in 
Europe has at some time 
or another been ruled 
over by a madman,” add-
ing in passing that only 

Bavaria’s King Ludwig had the 
good grace to turn his madness 
into a source of tourist revenue 
for his subjects’ descendants. 
Of the mad and the downright 
curious there’s no shortage in 
these pages, as Shaw deliv-
ers anecdote after anecdote 
concerning the demented, 
sometimes awful, sometimes 
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entertaining behavior of the 
likes of Germany’s Frederick 
the Great, who “drank up to 
ÆÏÒÔÙ ÃÕÐÓ ÏÆ ÃÏǟÅÅ Á ÄÁÙ ÆÏÒ 
several weeks in an experiment 
to see if it was possible to exist 
without sleep”; Russia’s Cath-
erine I, “a raddled old alcoholic 
with bloodshot eyes, wild and 
matted hair and clothes soiled 
with urine stains ... [who] once 
survived an assassination at-
tempt too drunk to realize that 
anything had happened”; and 
England’s Queen Mary, “the 
only known royal kleptomani-
ac,” whose aides 
would surrepti-
tiously gather 
the knickknacks 
she’d lifted from 
her subjects’ 
parlors and 
return them 
×ÉÔÈ ÍÕÆПÌÅÄ 
apologies.

Royal Romances: Sex, 
Scandal and Monarchy 
in Print, 1780-1821 
(Nineteenth-Century Major 
Lives and Letters) by Kristin 

Samuelian (due in December 
2010)

In her book, Ms. Samuelian 
will present how the royal 
family was received during the 
end of the eighteenth and the 
beginning of the nineteenth 
centuries and how it was rep-
resented in the press, in poems 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ

Sex with Kings: 500 Years 
of Adultery, Power, Rivalry 
and Revenge and Sex with 
the Queen: 900 Years of Vile 
Kings, Virile Lovers, and 
Passionate Politics by Eleanor 
Herman

     As the titles suggest, the 
material for the books 
covers the more 
memorable instances 
of royal transgressions 
among royal heads of 
state.

I hope you found at 
least one history book 

to check out this month.
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Night Owl Reviews

by MonicaBBB
Teen Reads

Instead of giving 
you ten reads to 
try for August 

) ÁÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ ПÉÖÅ 
AMAZING books 
you must go 
get in August. 
There are so 
many books out 
there to try and 
fall in love with, 
but how do you 
know where to 
start? Here! Here 
is where to start!

1. The Demon King by: 
Cinda Williams Chima

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÂÏÏË ÉÎ 
the Seven Realms series. 
This story has everything 
you could want in a young 
adult fantasy novel. There are 
princesses, street urchins, 
love, betrayal, magic, jewels, 
and emotional scenes that 
will leave you gasping to read 

further as fast as you can. 
The next Seven Realms novel 
will be released in September 
2010 and it is titled The Ex-

hiled Queen so you don’t 
have that long to wait to 
quench the need for more 
×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ПÉÎÉÓÈȦ

2. Prophecy of the Sisters 
by: Michelle 
Zink

This is the 
ПÉÒÓÔ ÂÏÏË ÉÎ 
the Prophecy 
of the Sisters 
series. This is 
a deliciously 
gothic read that 
will have you 

questioning your enemies and 
your friends. This book also 
has a gothic horror feel and a 
nice historical setting. No way 
you can resist this story! No 
way! The release date for the 
next novel in this series is Au-

http://www.NightOwlReviews.com


http://www.NightOwlReviews.com

