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The Final Conquest by Shannon 
Rouchelle

In the final installment of the Leslie series, the young woman 
encounters the most harrowing villains. Determined to save 
her prince from the hands of an evil ruler, she finds her travels 
take her on-board a deadly pirate ship. Through countless 
obstacles, she uncovers a magic lamp and thinks all of her 
wishes will finally come true.

Leslie soon realizes not everything is as it seems. She must 
choose and do so carefully, or face a life of unhappily ever 
after.

Leslie Burrow, #4

Young Adult | Fantasy | Romance

Quest for the Magic Stones  | Mystery of the Universe | The 
Secret Weapon

The Kitsville Capter by Shannon 
Rouchelle
Meet Jasper Drew Cat, Kitsville’s crime fighting detective. In 
his first daring adventure, Jasper must solve a mystery involv-
ing the sudden disappearance of a large sum of money at a 
bowling tournament.

With his keen sense for danger, he risks his nine lives to find 
the criminal and save the day. Can he succeed, or will crime 
prevail?

Jasper Cat Series, #1

Short Story

Ilustrated by Matt Hoeker

Children’s Book

DEVINE DESTINES
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RIO 
by Lexa Hillyer
Genre: Children’s
Reviewed by:  Diana Coyle

I absolutely loved this children’s 
book and thought the story was 
really enjoyable. My heart went out 
to Blu, an endangered blue Spix Ma-
caw, because he never learned to fly. 
Luckily for him he was best friends 
with Linda, his owner. She took great 
care of him and they loved each 
other a great deal. As the story pro-

gressed and the bird specialist, Tulio, convinced Linda to let Blu 
mate with, Jewel, the only remaining female Spix Macaw who 
lived in Rio, I didn’t know what would happen. Ms. Hillyer did a 
fantastic job telling Blu’s story and showing how being different 
isn’t such a bad thing after all. I highly recommend this junior 
novel and feel that children will fall in love with Blu and learn a 
lesson or two along the way. You shouldn’t pass this one up!

BREATH OF ANGEL 
by Karyn Henley
Genre: Urban Fantasy, YA
Reviewed by:  Angibabi4

Melaia is content to spend her time 
as priestess in the temple. This 
changes when a man appears with a 
scroll containing a mysterious mes-
sage. He is murdered in the court-
yard of the temple by a man who 
changes into a hawk. Malaia finds 
out that the songs she has sung are 
actually true.

     Her adventure takes her through the darkest wood where 
she finds out who she really is. Will she have the strength to 
face her destiny to restore the stairway to heaven with Angel 
breath, blood of man?
     Take the journey with Melaia and find out. This is a wonder-
fully imaginative and thrilling fantasy tale.

STRANGER IN MY ARMS
by Lisa Kleypas
Genre: Historical Romance
Reviewed by:  TheBookQueen

Lisa Kleypas in one of the best 
romance authors out there—hands 
down. And while this may be a 
reprint of one of her earlier books, 
Kleypas proves this again with the 
release of Stranger in My Arms!
     Imagine if you believed you hus-
band to be dead...and suddenly he 
returned, healthy and ready to take 

back his duties—all of them. This is what happens to the heroine 
of this story, Lara. When Hunter “returns” from the dead, her 

whole life is turned upside down...but not all of it is a bad thing, 
as she soon finds herself falling for her husband, a man that be-
fore all this happened she almost despised. But is this man really 
her husband, or a superb imitator?
     Although many have said that this is one of Kleypas’s worst 
novels, an “okay” read at best, I have to disagree. I loved the 
story, even if it may be a bit unrealistic, and I enjoyed watching 
the two characters develop, watching their love slowly bloom. 
The love scenes were passionate and sexy, but still romantic; 
something that very few authors can pull off successfully—but 
Kleypas does it time and time again. The storyline adds just 
enough drama and suspense to the novel, making it more than 
just a straight up romance novel like many of the other books 
on the shelf. Maybe I’m simply a sucker for stories like this, but I 
don’t see how anyone can rate a Kleypas novel as anything under 
a 4 star rating—and even that is almost too low in my opinion!
     5 Stars! Yet another wonderful book from an amazing histori-
cal romance author! Full of warm romance and steamy sex, 
along with a few laughs and even a little mystery to solve, this 
book makes for a quick and satisfying read for anyone look-
ing for a great time. And as soon as you finish it, be sure to put 
the rest of Kleypas’s books on your list; after just one, you’ll be 
hooked for life!

MISSING PERSONS
by Clare O’Donohue
Genre: Suspense / Mystery
Reviewed by:  Diana Coyle

Kate Conway is a freelance televi-
sion producer for the past twelve 
years. One of the shows she’s written 
for is Caught! where she interviews 
criminals who have been caught then 
she writes an episode based on that 
particular criminal.
     But Kate’s job isn’t the only emo-
tionally draining thing that’s happen-
ing in her life right now. You see, her 

and her husband, Frank, are going through a divorce. If matters 
aren’t bad enough, Frank’s new girlfriend, Vera, calls Kate and 
tells her that he’s being rushed to the hospital. Kate joins Vera 
in the waiting room and the two women aren’t prepared for 
the shocking news that Frank doesn’t make it. Now these two 
women shoot right up to the top on the police’s investigation list.
     As Kate is trying to deal with everything, she starts doing her 
next investigation report for another show named Missing Per-
sons. Ironically, Kate realizes she’s being stalked and she could 
very well be in serious danger.
     Is Kate the next victim the police will have to worry about? 
What happened to her husband that caused his death?
     I thought this book was thoroughly entertaining and I 
couldn’t put it down. I became so engrossed in it that I easily 
lost track of time and place while I kept turning the pages. Being 
that Ms. O’Donohue is a freelance television writer and pro-
ducer only aids in making this book a wonderfully creative and 
intriguing story for any reader. Don’t pass this one up!
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The Legacy & More 
Dark Legacy

Maddie Temple finds her life spiraling out 
of control as the mental link she shares with 
her twin sister pushes her closer and closer 
toward madness and her only hope for re-
demption lies with a psychiatrist who could 
end her career.

Secret Legacy

“Help me…” cries the child from Sarah 
Temple’s nightmare. The voice haunts her 
more every day, whether Sarah’s awake or 
asleep.

A month before, Sarah had made the same 
plea. She barely escaped the covert organiza-
tion experimenting with her psychic ability. 
Now, exposing their secrets is the only way 
to save the lost little girl who’s become the 
next target—a special child who can ma-
nipulate dreams and alter people’s will.

The Firefighter’s Secret Baby

One night has big consequences
She’s a captivating woman who catches his 
eye immediately. They spend one steamy 
night together. But in the morning, she’s 
gone.

Anna DeStefano
Please tell us your latest news!

Secret Legacy takes my Legacy series even deeper into the sci-fi/fantasy 
subgenre.

What main genre do you write in?

Science Fiction / Fantasy

Do you have a favorite object that is pertinent to your writing?

Heh. There’s not just one favorite object for me. 
I try not to cling to a single thing for my inspi-
ration. Color is key for me, I think. Texture and 
color. And sound. The feel of my kitties fur, the 
sound of them purring, the stained glass lamps 
I keep lit night and day in my home, my eclectic 
tastes in art and music, my love of fabric and pat-
tern in my clothes, my obsession with being out-
side in nature, feeling the wind on my face while 
it blows across the leaves and water and clouds 
all around me. It’s like a dream sometimes, those 
simple moments when you stop to focus on a 
single thing before moving on to another. Letting 
that one thing become everything, and getting the 
most out of it. Dreams are very key to my writing-
-especially for the dream theory based first two 
books of my Legacy series. I’ve been fascinated 
with them all my life and have studied the science 
behind them, but it’s the fantastical places my 
mind takes me actually when I’m dreaming that 
inspired me to want to write something so chal-
lenging and unique. In a way, I feel like I’ve spent 
my entire life preparing to create this series. It’s 
like everything I’ve touched and sensed and ex-
perienced and dreamed is finally coming together 
and coming out in my writing. It’s been the most 
amazing creative experience I’ve every had.

Please describe your writing environment.

I write everywhere when I’m working on a new 
story, but most especially outside whenever I 
can. Nature symbols play such key rolls in my 
paranormal/novels, I’m always inspired (and 
plotting) .

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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Finally here in Michigan I’m seeing sun. It’s been a long time 
coming but…woo hoo summer’s finally here which means it’s 
time for hot summer reads.
     What’s on your list this month?
     I already have Hit List by Laurell K. Hamilton (to be reviewed 
at Night Owl), Hexes and Hemlines by Juliet Blackwell, Witches 
of East End by Melissa de la Cruz, Demons Prefer Blondes by 
Sidney Ayers,  Heart of the Highland Wolf by Terry Spear and 
Frostbound by Sharon Ashwood in my to-read and review pile. 
     I’ve already read and reviewed Hunt the Moon by Karen 
Chance on Fang-tastic Books (and wow it was good- I read the 
entire Cassie Palmer series back to back and now any new books 
in the series are automatically on my must read list).
I see a few other new releases coming out this month that I’d like 
to add to my to-read pile- like Black Heart Loa by Adrian Phoe-
nix, Shadow Walker by Allyson James and the Chicks Kick Butt 
anthology edited by Rachel Caine and Kerrie L. Hughes.
     What’s on your hot summer reading list?

SQAI WITH NATALIE ZAMAN AND CHARLOTTE BENNARDO

RR: Let’s start out by getting the name of your newest release 
and what genre/category it falls into.

NZ & CB: Our book is titled Sirenz. It’s a YA contemporary fan-
tasy/mythology.

RR: Can  you describe your heroine in 3 words?
  
NZ & CB: There are two main characters; Shar is stylish, naive 
and loyal, while Meg is funky, alternative and humanitarian.

RR: Can you describe your hero in 3 words? 

NZ & CB: Hades is our anti-hero; and he is suave, deceptive and 
lustful.

RR: What is one unique trait about your heroine? 

NZ & CB: For Shar, it is her snarky humor, and for Meg it is her 
dry wit.

RR: What  is one unique trait about your hero? 

NZ & CB: No matter how bad he is-and he is bad- we can’t resist 
Hades.

RR: What  is the sexiest trait of the main man in your newest 
book? 

NZ & CB: Hades’ bad-boy wickedness is just too appealing to 
walk away from.

RR: What’s the heat level of your book? 

NZ & CB:  In Sirenz, one girl gets sweet, the other spicy. And only 
Meg and Shar will spill about that.

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal elements are in 
your book?

NZ & CB:  Sirenz has Greek gods, unearthly powers, and portals 
to the Underworld.

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe one inter-
esting scene in your book in less than two sentences? 

NZ & CB: When Meg and Shar cause a fatal accident in the sub-
way, Hades comes to the rescue. But be careful what you wish for, 
because he will give you more than you bargained for...

RR: Can you list three adjectives that describe your book as a 
whole?

NZ & CB:  Sirenz is a fun, guilty pleasure.

RR: Can you sum up the book in 2 sentences or less? 

NZ & CB: Meg and Shar don’t like each other--or the bargain they 
made with Hades after an accident. But a deal’s a deal...

RR: Please  finish this sentence: The best thing about being an 
author is…

NZ & CB: In our universe we are the goddesses--and the charac-
ters live only to appease us.  Bwahahahahahaha!

RR: And last but not least, when and where can we expect to 
find your  book? 

NZ & CB: Sirenz debuts on June 8th and can be found at Barnes 
& Noble, Amazon and bookstores. It will be available in the U.K. 

Night Owl Reviews
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July1st.

SQAI with Elaine Bergstrom

RR: Let’s start out by getting the name of your newest release 
and what genre/category it falls into:

EB: Shattered Glass, the first novel in the Austra Vampire Series, 
which has just been released uncut.

RR: Can you describe your heroine in Shattered Glass in 3 
words? 

EB: Young, talented and lonely. 

RR: Can you describe your hero in 3 words? 

EB: Conflicted, ruthless and loyal.

RR: What is one unique trait about your heroine in Glass? 

EB: Helen is willing to risk immortality to save her lover.

RR: What is one unique trait about your hero? 

EB: Stephen possesses incredible powers which he rarely chooses 
to use. 

RR: What is the sexiest trait of the main man in your newest 
book? 

EB: He can seduce without words or touch through the power of 
his mind. 

RR: What’s the heat level of your book? 

EB: The sex scenes scorch, and a few of them, fans have com-
mented, rape the reader 

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal elements are in 
your book?

EB: Powerful and vampiric immortals, alien to this world. They 
are their own breed.

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe one inter-
esting scene in Glass in less than two sentences?

EB: Charles’ lengthy, savage and methodical seduction of a police 
officer and his lover – a scene described as one of the most in-
tense in all of vampiric literature. 

RR: List three adjectives that describe your book as a whole:

EB: Sensuous, intriguing and complex.

RR: Can you sum up Shattered Glass in 2 sentences or less? 

EB: Is immortality a cherished prize or eternal suffering?  Shat-
tered Glass explores an explosive conflict between two brothers: 
Stephen, who has discovered a woman who can save his race, 
and Charles, who is fighting all his instincts for self-preservation 
in order to end his life before he reveals his family’s secret to the 

world. 

RR: Please finish this sentence: The best thing about being an 
author is

EB:…in my genre, when you have had a really bad day, you get to 
sit down and kill someone. 

RR: And last but not least, when and where can we expect to 
find your book?

EB: The entire Austra series is available on kindle. Shattered 
Glass is also available, uncut for the first time, in trade paperback. 
Beyond Sundown, the newest novel in the Austra series, was 
released in paperback and on kindle in late April 2011. 

SQAI WITH JACQUELINE PAIGE

RR: Let’s start out by getting the name of your newest release 
and what genre/category it falls into

JP: Twice Cursed is a Paranormal Romance with some suspense-
ful aspects added in

RR: What’s the heat level of your book?

JP: Sweet to Romantic 

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal elements are in 
your book? 

JP: I tossed in several to keep it interesting.  We have a whole 
community of Witches, a few pushy spirits, a curse and a familiar 
pet that is nowhere near the norm.

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe one inter-
esting scene in your book in less than two sentences?

JP: Love at first sight may not be good for your health.

RR: List three adjectives that describe your book as a whole:

JP: Magical, scintillating, entertaining

RR: Can you sum up the book in 2 sentences or less?

JP: I can (borrowed right from the blurb) : Being stuck with a 
tall, dark, incredibly lick-able stranger can’t be all that bad, right? 
Until they discover if they get too close the spirits bound with the 
curse will take over their bodies ... at the same time if they’re too 
far from one another the curse will kill them both. 

RR: Please finish this sentence: The best thing about being an 
author is

JP:… I get to write the endings!

RR: And last but not least, when and where can we expect to 
find your book?

JP: Whiskey Creek Press - Amazon Kindle - Jacqueline Paige’s 
website

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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FEATURED ON NOR BOOKFLIXTM ROUNDUP
http://tinyurl.com/TZAnth

http://tinyurl.com/INGOTWA

http://tinyurl.com/DoWCGBT

http://tinyurl.com/RbWJLB

http://tinyurl.com/TouchofCrimson

http://tinyurl.com/GeorgeSandVid

http://tinyurl.com/VioletFlash http://tinyurl.com/HungerPara

http://tinyurl.com/KWLoveMe http://tinyurl.com/GarlandDR
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THE AUSTRALIAN BUNYIP
This month we’re traveling to Australia, home of the bunyip.  Never 
heard of him?  Welcome to the club!  I confess to not knowing a lot 
about mythology from that part of the world and found the bunyip 
intriguing.  Turns out it’s a large mythical creature from Aboriginal 
folklore.  There are at least nine regional variations of the bunyip 
and the word roughly translates as “devil” or “evil spirit” in today’s 
Aboriginal Australian culture.
     Not exactly the most handsome creature, it appears in many 
different forms.  The most common description is horse-like tail, 
flippers and tusks like a walrus.  It hangs out in swamps, creeks 
and lakes, so it definitely likes water.  Not especially fond of human 
beings, a bunyip defends his home from their invasions by devour-
ing them.  If you hear a bellowing cry 
around water, it’s a warning to stay 
away.
     One legend has the first bunyip 
created as a man, but one of the men 
created by the Rainbow Serpent had 
him banished from the trip after he 
ate his totem animal.  Not too happy 
about it, the bunyip decided this 
called for revenge and he went after tribe members.  When several 
of the younger tribal women decided to test the creature’s evil 
nature, they ended up becoming his slaves in the shape of water 
spirits.  Their job—lure in fresh prey for their master to feast on 
since they, like sirens, had great singing ability.
     Another legend depicts a hunter’s capture of a bunyip cub.  His 
fellow hunters tell him to throw the cub back, but macho-man 
wanted meat and decided to take it home for his girlfriend to make 
for dinner.  He raced home to his love, only to discover when he 
looked behind him, the waters rising.  He and the sweetie climbed 
a red gum tree and the water swirled higher.  He looked down and 
saw his feet were gone.  He, the girlfriend and the hunter’s friends 
had been turned into black swans.  Do you think he’s still a meat 
eater?
     Suggestions from various people have the myth tied in with 
wayward seals that traveled too far up inland waterways, or a 
cultural memory of extinct marsupials.  Dr. George Bennett of the 
Australian Museum suggested this in 1971, but in the early 1990s 
a paleontologist and geologist suggested that perhaps Aboriginal 
legends were based on an acquaintance with prehistoric bones or 
even living prehistoric animals.

     Another idea is the cries attributed to the bunyip are that of the 
Australasian bittern, a shy bird. During mating season, the swamp 
dwelling male’s call is a low pitched boom.
     In 1852, William Buckly, an escaped convict, saw the animal and 
described the part of it he saw as having a furry back and its size 
about of a full grown calf.  Though claiming several sightings, poor 
Bill never saw the full creature to determine the appearance of its 
head or tail.  I’m sure when Buckly proclaimed his innocence at his 
trial, he was telling the truth then, too!
     Bunyip has crossed into popular culture and fiction.  There are 
children’s books that contain stories of the creature and towns 
named after it.  Maybe if you take the bunyip tour offered by a 
Melbourne tour company you can get your tour free.  All it takes is 
a picture of one of the elusive bunyips.
     The cross-over to America came with soldiers who spent time 

in Australia during World War II.  The 
U.S. Air Force’s 7th Fighter Squadron 
used the Bunyip as a symbol painted 
on their planes.
     In the 1950s and 1960s there were 
children’s shows in the U.S. featuring 
the bunyip, some depicted characters 
similar to the Tasmanian Devil of 

Looney Tunes with antlers.  
     Today, there are video games where the player helps the bunyip 
an unwanted intruder out of his home, poems like The Challicum 
Bunyip, novels such as Neddiad by Daniel Pinkwater  in which an 
evil earth spirit lives in a swamp.  In addition, children’s story like 
The Brown Fairy Book by Andrew Lang has been around since 
1904.  A classic novel Mountain of the Moon was written in the 
1930s and there is the 1989 illustrated children’s book, A Kangaroo 
Court that depicts bunyips as dangerous adversaries in the Austra-
lian outback. 
     There are lots of stories and folklore on the internet about bu-
nyips, but if you want a fun bunyip viewing check out http://www.
nla.gov.au/exhibitions/bunyips/.   Just remember that this website 
is created by the National Library of Australia and warns “enter if 
you dare.”

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Award winning author, Lizzie T. Leaf enjoys writing Paranormal/Fan-
tasy with a twist of humor.  The first book in her new Magical Love 
Series, Beyond Magic released January 2011 with Passion in Print 
Press.  www.lizzietleaf.com

The cross-over to America came 
with soldiers who spent time in 
Australia during World War II.

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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WHEN DID YOU CONSIDER 
YOURSELF A WRITER?

One of the best questions I ever got from a 
writer’s workshop was “When did you con-
sider yourself a writer?” It is like “Which 
came first-the chicken or the egg?”

So, in my great wisdom, I gathered writ-
ers together (via the email) and asked this 
question.   So, without a fanfare, I asked 
writers from all different walks of writing 
to answer this question. These are their 
own words and NOT MINE!

************************

The honor of calling myself 
writer comes down to the 
right time, right place sce-
nario.  I was published for 
a couple of years and was 
traveling alone to a foreign 
country.  The landing form 
asked for occupation and, 
after a slight pause and deep 
breath, I wrote “writer”.  It 
felt good. ---Tilly Greene, 
www.tillygreene.com

I don’t know that even now, after 12 print 
contracts that I consider myself a writer. I 
think it has to do with the fact that I fell into 
writing quite by accident, when I needed to 
find a way to make a living, and I’m still in 
sort of a daze of good luck and wonderful 
blessings –Dakota Cassidy, Author of Ac-
cidentally Catty

“It struck me, I am a writer, when people 
read my work and listened to what I had 
to say. When publishers first published my 
work in journals around the world - I knew 
it wasn’t a dream but reality.” ---Poet and 

author Nancy Duci Denofio

I’ve always been an author but it wasn’t 
until decades into my career that I viewed 
myself as a successful writer. Having ar-
ticles printed weekly in a local newspaper, 
on various blogs I administer and having 
six books published, I didn’t see myself as 
successful. What did it for me was when a 
friend, and local radio host, gushed all over 
me one day saying he couldn’t believe he 
was talking to me and that I was his friend. 
The famous erotic author. The woman of 
many writing talents. The woman he envied 
from afar. ---Dawne Prochilo, When We 
Meet Again (Secret Cravings Publishing)

 I considered myself a writer when I was 
20. I had one poem published in a local 
newspaper. I became amazed at the charac-
ters that seemed to self-create themselves 
through my writing. I am now 69. I am 
still a writer. Now however, not having the 
excuses of working for a living or being too 
tired to be creative I am working on adding 
“Author” to my identity as a writer. ---Gene 
Alvin

I count two years when I first considered 
myself a writer. 1997 with my real name, 
Trish Wilson, as a essayist and opinion 
writer for numerous feminist and political 

magazines. My first article was published 
in 1997 by the premier feminist magazine, 
On The Issues. 2004 for fiction writing with 
my pseudonym, Elizabeth Black, when I 
published my first short story, “Happily 
Ever After”, my erotic romance based on 
Cinderella. That story appeared in the 
British magazine, Scarlet. ---Trish Wilson, 
AKA Elizabeth Black..I Kissed A Girl II: More 
Virgin Lesbian Stories,  Short Story: Things 
That Go Hump In The Night (Ravenous 
Romance)

In the ninth grade I was assigned a book 
report on a book of short stories. I combed 
the school library, the town library and 
home but couldn’t find one. As the deadline 

drew near, I panicked and 
made up a book of short 
stories, inventing the title, 
author and all the stories, 
wrote it up and submitted 
it. For the next week I lived 
through Hell, sure discovery 
was imminent. When the 
papers were handed back, I 
received a B-. It was then I 
thought I might have a career 
as a writer. ---Jean Joachim, 
author of Sunny Days, Moon-

lit Nights

I think I  have always considered myself a 
storyteller - but honestly I would have to 
say I didn’t consider myself a “writer” until 
about ten years ago when I realized the sto-
ries I was writing would bring other people 
entertainment and escapism as well and 
thus needed to be shared. ---Lisa J Com-
stock, Trials of a BrimTier Pirate (www.
brimtierchronicles.webs.com)

Since the time I sat down and wrote my 
first story. I was 8, it was my birthday. We’d 
watched The Exorcist and I was singularly 

I don’t know that even now, after 12 print  
contracts that I consider myself a writer. I think 
it has to do with the fact that I fell into writing 
quite by accident, when I needed to find a way 

to make a living, and I’m still in sort of a daze of 
good luck and wonderful blessings 

Dakota Cassidy, Author of Accidentally Catty
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inspired.

I think I wrote it in colored pencil because 
I couldn’t find anything else. In my opinion, 
“writer” is a title earned by writing. Not by 
selling, not by being published. Although, 
those are great things. If you put words to 
paper, you do it daily and you’re devoted 
to your craft, you’re a writer. ---Saranna 
DeWylde

It is true for years we are told that everyone 
has the ability to write. If this is correct 
then the question would draw relevance, 
however I do believe that the talent of 
writing is not present in everyone so the 
question must be “Why do you consider 
yourself a writer?” The answer could be 
one of many, one being “because my work is 
readable and interesting” Am I not correct 
in assuming that if the question “When?” 
Were asked to a writer, then the only an-
swer would be,.......Always. --- Mick Nicklin

My mother was a language scholar. In grade 
school, I wrote song lyrics, then my first 
play. By high school, I composed poetry. 
During college, my friend Mary bought me a 
poetry collection. I wrote my first children’s 
book, then another. I heard the call and 
penned “I climbed because I wished to fly... 
“ Soon after, I read St. John of the Cross’ 
Dark Night of the Soul. He describes white 
as the color of faith, purple, charity, and 
green, hope. And I knew. Geo Kiesow and 
Marc Smith encouraged me. I traveled the 
world, got published. Blessings abound. 
---Jeanne Marie Spicuzza, For Beautiful 
Children Like You ( Libri Publishers)

When Star Wars sparkled across the big 
screen when I was a kid, stoking my already 
vivid imagination and I wrote sixteen nov-
els within a year of its release, barely able 
to keep up. Sadly real life took over until 
recently, but I knew this time there was no 
holding me back when the burning passion 
kept me awake at night and I could no 
longer refuse my true calling. I am a writer 
---Cassandra Dayne, Rebel Ink Press

Back in the very early ‘90s I had an idea for 
a story... I hadn’t written much of anything 
since the mid-70s at school, but this idea 
wouldn’t leave me alone. I had an image in 
my mind of an old man watching a young 
woman’s ghost. That image grew into a 
story, that story grew into other stories, 
and before I knew it I had an obsession in 
charge of my life. ---William Meikle, THE 
MIDNIGHT EYE FILES series ( KHP Press)

I  considered myself a writer at three  
points in my life.  In 3rd grade when my 
teacher put a gold star on my first short sto-

ry and hung it up for Open House.  When I 
sold my first writing piece to a magazine in 
1989.  And when I saw my dream come true 
Fall 2004 when my first children’s novel 
was published.  Sometimes I doubt myself 
as a writer, until the next acceptance, check, 
or byline comes along, then I’m pumped up 
again.  Sometimes I doubt myself as a writer 
until the next time that I feel the joy of writ-
ing with abandon on a project I’m excited 
about. ---Kathryn Lay, CROWN ME! (Holiday 
House) and THE ORGANIZED WRITER IS A 
SELLING WRITER (AWOC Books)

I started writing for radio in 1988, by 
transcribing old shows into scripts. There 
was no internet, I wanted to do radio, had 
no idea how to start. So I got old shows on 
cassettes, transcribed them, recorded them 
(for fun) and did so for 7 years. In 1995 
we did our first original dramatic produc-
tion, BATTLE ROAD, and again, the script 
was styled after old shows like CAMPBELL 
PLAYHOUSE. Not sure when I considered 
myself a writer, but I will say I learned how 
to get into the heads of my characters while 
writing the POWDER RIVER series. ---Jerry 
Robbins, dramatist of RAY BRADBURY’S 
THE MARTIAN CHRONICLES and VINCENT 
PRICE PRESENTS - Vol. 1 The Colonial 
Radio Theatre on Brilliance Audio.

I think to be fair, I can’t really say when I 
first considered myself a writer because 
I’ve never, not, thought of myself as one. 
Even from the time I was quite small, I fixat-
ed on the stories in my head ... the creative 
process of making up worlds and, people 
and creatures to populate those worlds. I 
simply can’t get enough of it. ---J.S. Chancel-
lor (Breanne Braddy), author of Guardians 
of Legend, Book Two: Blood of Adoria

I considered  myself a writer when some-
one I had  given my story to read told me 
later; “When I started reading your story I 
became so captivated by it that I just had 
to read it all the way through.  It was like 
watching a movie.  You described every 
scene so well that I could visualize every-
thing you wrote about.” ---James Burns

The day of my first convention, when I 
was riding up and escalator and someone 
screamed my name. “I know you, I know 
you. I LOVE your books,” she said, jumping 
up and down, holding my arm  Now, most 
of my books have done pretty well, and the 
critics all seem to like them well enough, 
but that was the first time I realized that 
I had FANS. That it was real, and that a 
complete stranger liked what I had done. 
That’s when I knew I had made it. ---Valerie 
Douglas, Heart of the Gods (self-published).  
Demon’s Kiss, a paranormal erotic romance 

published under the pseudonym V. J. De-
vereaux (Ellora’s Cave)

The day that I first received a check made 
out in my name for something I wrote was 
when being a writer became official for me.  
Until then, my scribbles were more hobby 
than career and being a writer loomed on 
the horizon as a distant dream.  Now that 
I have two novels published, others under 
contract with publication dates, short 
fiction in nine anthologies, assorted non-
fiction credits, and a weekly column, I think 
that I can, with pride and some modicum of 
humility tell the world that I am a writer.--
-Lee Ann Sontheimer Murphy, Author Love 
Tattoo (leeannwriter@att.net)

I considered myself a writer the first time 
I put down words to a story when I was 8. 
Making up stories and poems was some-
thing I could do. But the first time as a pub-
lished professional writer was when three 
poems of mine were accepted for a poetry 
magazine, Hyacinths and Biscuits (and I 
was paid for it) in 1972. I was only 17 then. 
---Pamela K. Kinney, Spectre Nightmares 
and Visitations, Under the Moon....Pseud-
onym Sapphire Phelan, Dark Leopard Magic 
(Phaze Books)
   

***************************

Now it’s your turn, I want your feedback. 
For all of you out there, THIS IS A HOME-
WORK ASSIGNMENT.  I would like all of you, 
all those authors and writers of any sort out 
there (published or unpublished), to tell me 
“When Did You Consider Yourself a Writer?” 
in 50 to 100 words. I will tell you, there are 
NO wrong answers!  You can send this piece 
to me at my email audioworld@yahoo.com 
with the word WRITER in the subject line.

I will do a future MIND column where I will 
put as many WRITER submissions as I can...
and as many as my editor will allow me to 
print. The sooner it’s in, the better chance it 
will be in the column! I hope this WRITER 
column will be a semi-annual event!

Plus I have a few surprise  writers lined up 
for the next WRITER column (hopefully this 
fall), so you don’t know who your piece may 
be next to...A hint, there is a BIG NAME mys-
tery writer who will be in the next WRITER 
installment....Her last name initial is C. ... A 
BIGGER HINT, She is on a book tour at this 
time and will send her WRITER piece, as 
soon as she returns home.

So Until Next Time, Reach for the Stars!

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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JD ROBB
People who know me know how ardent a fan I am of JD 
Robb and her “In Death” series, starring futuristic cop Eve 
Dallas and her super sexy husband, Roarke.  So, of course, 
I jumped at the chance to read JD’s latest, TREACHERY IN 
DEATH.
As usual, it did not disappoint.
     For those who are not familiar 
with the series, here’s a mini recap:
     Lt. Eve Dallas works as a ho-
micide detective for the NYPSD 
(stands for New York Police and 
Security Dept) and murder is her 
specialty.  In the first book, NAKED 
IN DEATH, Eve falls for a prime 
suspect in her murder case, the 
handsome, sexy and enigmatic 
Roarke and even though it puts 
her career and the investigation 
at risk, they fall in love.  Although 
becoming dependant on Roarke for 
emotional support is a foreign emo-
tion to the heretofore loner Eve, she 
finds herself opening up to Roarke, 
as they both have similar skeletons 
in their closets.  By the end of the 
third book, IMMORTAL IN DEATH, 
they are man and wife.
     Thus begins one of the greatest 
husband/wife detective pairings 
since THE THIN MAN, IMHO.
     Eve and Roarke are both tormented by their childhoods 
– she was abused and molested by her father, a seasoned 
criminal; Roarke grew up in Ireland, abused by his father, a 
petty thief who taught Roarke everything he knows.
     Eve suffered from nightmares about her past before 
she married Roarke; afterward, with his help, she man-
ages to come to grips with her past and finally realizes that 
she stabbed her father to death while  he was raping her.  
Roarke’ s unconditional love and trust helps Eve quell her 

demons, and, conversely, it works the same for him.  While 
still involved in somewhat shady dealings in the first book, 
by book three Roarke has given it up to trod the straight 
and narrow, all in the name of love, as Eve, an honest cop, 
will brook no such nonsense from her mate.
     The two are the epitome of opposite: Roarke likes fine 
wine and filet mignon, Eve salivates over Pepsi and pizza 

(the main reason she became attracted 
to Roarke was the first gift he sent her: 
freshly ground coffee) She wears an 
immense diamond pendant he gave her 
under her clothing at all times because 
touching it reminds her of him: he keeps 
a button that fell off an ill-fitting grey 
suit of hers in his pocket for the same 
reason.  Sappy? At times yes, but these 
two are incredibly romantic and sexy 
– part of what makes them a “super-
couple”.
     Not that it’s all moonlight and roses – 
the couple have their differences.  But it 
is apparent throughout the series, that 
here is a couple, who, against all odds, 
is truly meant to be together – in every 
sense.
     Part of the series’ charm is an excel-
lent cast of support characters:  Detec-
tive Delia Peabody, who started out as 
Eve’s personal aide and worked her way 
up to full partner, is an excellent balance. 
She’s as feminine as Eve is masculine, 
knows how to work well with others 

(a trait Eve at times sorely lacks) and her sense of humor 
keeps Eve in check.  Then there’s Summerset, Roarke’ s 
major domo with whom Eve has a love-hate relationship 
(mostly hate).  Summerset saved Roarke’ s life back in the 
day so he’s a valued member of Roarke’ s staff, whereas Eve 
is always butting heads with the butler (whom she often 
refers to as having a “major stick up his ass”) But even 
through the constant verbal barbs, each accepts the other 
as being an important part of Roarke’ s life.  There’s also: 
Dr. Charlotte Mira, the NYPSD psychologist, who is some-

Night Owl Reviews



15

Psychic Eye

Tracy Sharp
what of a mother figure for Eve; McNab, a techno geek on the EDD 
squad, and Peabody’s main squeeze; Feeney, Head of EDD and Eve’s 
former partner; Mavis, an ex-ho who is a good friend of Eve’s  - in all 
probability, her only friend (she named her baby after her); Galahad, 
the fat cat who saved Eve’s life in the first book; and let’s not forget the 
Candy Thief who’s always after Eve’s hidden stash of chocolate!  There 
are others too numerous to mention, these are the standouts (it’s a 32-
book series, after all!)
All of which brings us to Eve’s latest adventure:  TREACHERY IN 
DEATH
     When Eve and Peabody are called to the scene of the murder of a 
grocery store owner, Eve lets Peabody take the lead, which results 
in Peabody taking Eve up on her advice to improve her hand to hand 
combat skills.  After a heavy workout, Peabody retires to the showers 
in an older part of the NYPSD gym, and soon finds out she’s not alone.  
Peabody overhears two officers arguing and realizes they are talking 
about murder and corruption they have committed, and she will be 
in deep trouble if she is found.  Fortunately they leave without spot-
ting Peabody and she immediately heads to Eve and Roarke’ s, where 
the two are in the middle of one of their famous spats (this time over 
Roarke entertaining friends of Summerset’s).  Now Eve and Peabody 
must tread carefully, because this case involves dirty cops, drugs and 
murder…and if they’re not careful, they could be next on the list…
     As per usual, this was an entertaining and gripping read which did 
not disappoint.  Although we know early in the story who the dirty 
cops are (a la Columbo) the real fun is watching Eve and Peabody bait 
the criminals into revealing and trapping themselves.  The fast moving 
plot will surely fire up any reader’s imagination, and fuel newcomers 
into wanting more of the IN DEATH series.   Even if I were not a fan, I’d 
give this book 5 stars!
     And for those of you new to the series and wanting more IN DEATH, 
check out the website: www.jdrobb.com
     Here’s a list of the books in the series.  It’s not really necessary to 
read them in order (I didn’t) but it’s a lot better if you do!

NAKED IN DEATH
GLORY IN DEATH

IMMORTAL IN DEATH
RAPTURE IN DEATH

CEREMONY IN DEATH
VENGEANCE IN DEATH

HOLIDAY IN DEATH
CONSPIRACY IN DEATH

LOYALTY IN DEATH
WITNESS IN DEATH

JUDGEMENT IN DEATH
BETRAYAL IN DEATH
SEDUCTIN IN DEATH
REUNION IN DEATH

PURITY IN DEATH (First HC)
PORTRAIT IN DEATH

IMITATION IN DEATH
DIVIDED IN DEATH
VISIONS IN DEATH

SURVIVOR IN DEATH
ORIGIN IN DEATH

MEMORY IN DEATH
BORN IN DEATH

INNOCENT IN DEATH
CREATION IN DEATH

STRANGERS IN DEATH
SALVATION IN DEATH
PROMISES IN DEATH
KINDRED IN DEATH
FANTASY IN DEATH

INDULGENCE IN DEATH
TREACHERY IN DEATH

By Toni LoTempio – admin by day, writer by night, Toni is the author of 
several paperback and e-books of romantic and paranormal suspense 
– check out her website at www.tonilotempioauthor.webs.com  and her 
cat’s blog: www.catsbooksmorecats.blogspot.com for info on her, her 
books and her latest, NO REST FOR THE WICCA, and MY SUPERHERO 
SISTER, both available at amazon.com and barnes&noble.com.
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Fire It Up: More Than 400 Recipes for Grilling Everything
I’ve just finished a Memorial Day weekend with fam-
ily so grilling is certainly on my mind. There are so 
many different ways to grill and everyone has their 
own druthers. I sat down, a few weeks ago, to read 
this cookbook and I’ve decided it can’t be done. This 
isn’t the type of cookbook you 
read through like a narrative. 
Fire It Up is more of a resource 
and a complete one at that. 
     I’d already decided the recipe 
I wanted to try first- Black Pep-
per Beer Can Chicken. We love 
black pepper at my house and 
there isn’t a meat we haven’t 
tried cooking with either beer, 
coke or both in the south so this 
mix of ingredients intrigued me. 
     I found one great tip right off 
the bat. According to this cook-
book you should cook poultry 
vertically. That way the white 
meat is further from the fire 
and the dark and white meat 
get done about the same time. 
It makes sense right? (And it 
works!) If you’ve never tried this 
I highly recommend it. My chicken was a great hit, 
even after my guests saw me yank it off of the beer 
can.
     If you look to the table of contents in this cook-
book it will save you a lot of time and energy. (I’m 
passing this knowledge onto you because I, of course, 
didn’t take the time to do it the first time.) The first 

two chapters start out with what you will need to 
grill and how to add flavor. Every chapter after those 
focuses on a different type of grillable item. Meats, 
veggies, fruit and even desserts are included. There is 
a fantastic index to find anything imaginable that you 

are thinking of throwing on 
the outdoor fire. 
     Another great aspect of 
this cookbook is what they 
include: goat, bison, turkey, 
duck, goose and other wild 
game. They also have lamb, 
crustaceans and mollusks. 
It’s hard to find those types of 
recipes in this day and age. 
     In conclusion, don’t sit and 
read this book in one sitting. It 
will overwhelm you and have 
you discarding it before trying 
any of these scrumptious, and 
easy to follow, recipes. Con-
sider it a resource and leave it 
at that. 

Featured Recipe: Black Pep-
per Beer Can Chicken

1 T coarsely ground black pepper          
1 ½ t coarse salt
1 ½ t ground allspice                                  
1 chicken (about 4 pounds) washed & patted
1 ½ t grated nutmeg                                    
1 T Canola oil

Night Owl Reviews



Go Travel
1 ½ t ground ginger                                     
1 can (about 12 oz.) lager beer

Light a grill for indirect medium heat, about 325 
degrees . Mix the spices together. Rub the chicken 
inside and out with 2 T of the spice mixture, and 
rub the outside of the chicken with 2 T of oil.
     Open the can of beer, and pour of ¼ cup. Stir the 
remaining spice mixture into the beer in the can. 
Coat the outside of the can with the remaining oil. 
Lower the chicken onto the can, inserting the can 
into the cavity of the bird. Position the chicken so 
that the legs and the can form a tripod, which holds 
the chicken upright. 
     Put the chicken and the can on the grill away 
from the heat, cover the grill, and cook until and 
instant-read thermometer inserted into the inside 
of a thigh registers about 165 degrees, about 1 hour 
and 10 minutes. 
     Transfer the chicken, still on the can, to a sturdy 
surface. Holding the can with tongs and gripping 
the chicken with a towel, twist and lift the chicken 
off the can. Transfer to a carving board. Let rest for 
8-10 minutes, carve and serve.

***A fabulous resource for your cookbook shelf. You 
will find yourself pulling this one down much more 
often than you think. And not just in the summer 
either.***

Looking forward: Next month I’ll be reviewing Mi-
chael Chiarello’s Bottega- Bold Italian Flavors from 
the Heart of California’s Wine Country. I’m not sure 
what recipe I’ll delight you with. Pasta is a favorite 
in my family so we may try them all!

Buy on Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/
gp/product/0811865053/ref=as_li_ss_
tl?ie=UTF8&tag=httpwwwnigh08-20&linkCode=a
s2&camp=217153&creative=399701&creativeAS
IN=0811865053

Pamela
Reviewer/Freelance Writer
www.thefantasticfoodie.wordpress.com
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THEA DEVINE
This month, I traveled back in time to London in “The Dark-
est Heart”, which leads readers down a winding road of 
supernatural as street urchin Senna creates a lie which gives 
her more trouble than she could ever have imagined. She 
arrives at Drom, the orphan daughter of a make-believe long 
distance relative to the Countess. Little does she know that 
the woman has plans of her own; and they include the one 
thing Senna refuses to do. Lay on her back 
for a stranger.
     When the Countess’s son Charles begins 
to get too adamant about bedding Senna 
and creating an heir, Senna tries to es-
cape. Her departure is complicated when 
she learns the Countess’s dark secret. A 
stranger, her ghostly lover, saves her by 
removing her from Drom and placing her 
in London, at just the right time as Lady 
Augustine is passing by. Dominick- aka 
Nicolai, the first born and assumed dead 
son of the Countess-plants false memories 
in Augustine’s mind.
     Suddenly, Senna finds herself living the 
life of a socialite, the ward of a well-to-do 
stranger who demands Senna call her Aunt 
Madalina. Madalina promises Senna a Sea-
son, which ends up getting cut short as a 
series of gruesome murders erupt through-
out the city. Speculation begins that it could 
be the work of a vampire. At night, Senna is 
visited by Dominick, who has a master plan 
of impregnating her to get revenge on his 
mother for what she’d done to him.
     Eventually, Senna finds herself in danger, not just from the 
accusations, or falling in love with a man she hasn’t even met, 
but also from the Countess who wants Senna dead before 
she can reveal what she saw the night she fled from Drom. 
Secrets are revealed, lives become at stake, and Dominick’s 
blood thirst grows stronger as the events collide into a fight 
to the death.
     This was a great read, full of suspense, sexual tension and 

deception. Anyone who’s a fan of vampires is sure to enjoy 
“The Darkest Heart”. Readers will love clinging to the pages 
as the plot twists and thickens. And just when they think ev-
erything’s figured out, there’s more to learn. This is one book 
where the characters are sure to stay with you long after the 
last page has been read.

I’ve got Thea here to answer some of my questions.

How old were you when you started writing?

I was eight years old. An aunt had 
given me a Nancy Drew -- I think it 
was the Quest of the Missing Map 
-- the old style Nancy of the frocks 
and roadsters, and when I finished 
that book, I just wanted to write my 
own mystery. Every week I bought 
a lined pad and sat in the back of 
my dad’s car and wrote the begin-
ning of a mystery. I never finished 
one (back then) and I never stopped 
writing.
 
Did you plan on making it a career 
or just something you did for 
enjoyment?

I never had a thought for a minute 
it could be a career or there was a 
possibility of my being published. 
I worked in advertising in the Mad 
Ave days. Everyone was writing a 
novel in that agency, including me. 

Writing was just something I did. My cousins will tell you -- I 
was always at my typewriter during their visits -- nothing 
else mattered.
 
How did you react when you became a bestseller?

I have to say, when the Captivated anthology hit USAToday 
minutes after it was published with the words “Tales of 
Erotic Romance” on cover, THAT was a moment. Women 
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loved it. It sold forever. I still hear 
about it from readers. And I was 
in such great company -- Bertrice, 
Susan, Robin. It was great.
 
Has it changed anything? If so, 
what?

Nothing much has changed. My fam-
ily really keeps me grounded. I’ve 
been married 45 years. I have two 
grown sons, no grandchildren, a 12 
year old mini-doxie with whom I’m 

insanely in love, and two cats, one of whom (a type A male) 
butts heads with my husband all the time and, we think, 
deliberately.
 
What is your writing process like? Do you have to have 
certain scents, environment, sounds, maybe a special 
decoration or shirt?

My process is basically sit down 
and do it. If there’s one thing I’ve 
learned all these years, it’s that 
procrastination is easy (disclosure: I 
am easily distracted), but I know if I 
don’t write that first page, I won’t be 
writing the second or third, and I’m 
not on my way to making the word 
count. And in the end, I won’t have a 
book. And I have to have a book.
 
Where do you get your writing 
inspiration? Ideas?

Ideas are everywhere. I’m sure every author feels this way. 
I’m always talking to people, listening to conversations, read-
ing the local papers, watching the news, or tabloid tv (al-
though my husband believes research is NOT a good excuse 
for doing that). Once in my notoriously slow post office, I 
turned to the woman next to me, a stranger, and asked her, 
how’s the family? And she told me. People love to talk, I love 
to talk. What better research?
 
How did you get into writing for erotica?

 I didn’t get into it so much as I made a conscious decision 
in my first book that kind of put me 
there. I was in a place where the 
hero had cornered the heroine and 
he was furious and about to take it 
out on her in a really bad way. But it 
occurred to me that if he did any-
thing like that, there would be no-
where to go with the story. So -- and 
I don’t remember why I chose to do 
this after all these years -- I had the 
heroine put her hand between his 
legs. Immediately everything shifted. 

She suddenly had power. Sexual power. She could affect 
him as much as he could her. The playing field changed. The 
dynamic changed. And I loved that tension and that vying for 
control between them, and I wanted to do more of that in my 
succeeding books.
 
Which genre do you enjoy writing for more? Erotica, su-
pernatural, romance, etc?

I love all forms of romance; I’ve done erotic, category, histori-
cal and contemporary. They all present different challenges, 
and I enjoy writing in those genres because of that.

How long does it generally take you to finish a book?

 Ideally no longer than six months.
 
What’s your writing process like? Do you work from start 
to finish or jump around scenes? What about coming up 
with the idea? Do you follow a strict outline or just free-
style write any scenes that come to mind?

I am a pantser -- I do outline because I understand that edito-
rial and marketing have to have some idea how I’m getting 
from here to there -- but I’m not locked into the outline. I’m 
definitely freestyle -- interesting things happen when you 
don‘t contain the story. Your mind is always working when 
you’re not writing, and invariably you come up with inter-
esting plot points when you least expect them. It feels very 
magical sometimes.
 
Do you have any advice for aspiring authors who would 
like to become successful? 

Read read read and write write write. The more you write, 
the more you’ll learn, the sooner your voice will develop. I 
can tell you my writing has changed a lot from when I first 
started. It’s more streamlined, more to the point. And when 
I first re-read the stories I wrote in college, I was surprised 
to see vestiges of the way I write now. It was kind of stun-
ning actually. I’d have thought it would have taken longer to 
develop any kind of voice, and yet it was there in bits and 
pieces. So, aspiring authors, keep reading and keep writing.
 
Do you social network? What about hearing from your 
readers? Is there a particular site or forum they could 
contact you at?

I love hearing from readers. Write to me! I prefer email and I 
love meeting readers in person. So much easier to give hugs. 
I do have a Facebook page and just started posting regularly. 
And I’ll be at RWA if anyone is planning to attend. Come up 
and say hello.

Conact me at theadevine@earthlink.net, check out my 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Thea-
Devine/93058789725 and don’t forget to check out my 
website. http://www.theadevine.com.
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At the age of  f i f teen,  Kel le  Groom found that  a lcohol  a l -
lowed her  to  connect  with people and explore int imacy in 
ways she’d never  been able  to  experience before.  She be-
gan dr inking before c lass ,  often blacked out  at  bars ,  and 
fel l  into destruct ive relat ionships.  At  nineteen,  a lready an 
out-of-control  a lcohol ic ,  she was pregnant.  Accepting the 
heartbreaking fact  that  she was incapable of  taking care of 
her  son hersel f,  she gave him up for  adoption to her  aunt 
and uncle.  They named him Tommy and took him home with 
them to Massachusetts .  When he was nine months old,  the 
boy was diagnosed with leukemia—but Kel le ’s  parents, 
wanting the best  for  her,  kept  her  most ly  in  the dark about 
his  health.  When Tommy died he was only  fourteen months 
old.  Having lost  h im irretr ievably,  Kel le  went  into an accel -
erat ing downward spiral  of  sel f-destruct ion.  She emerged 
from this  f ree fa l l  only  when her  desire  to stop dr inking 
connected her  with those who helped her  to get  sober. In 
st i rr ing ,  hypnotic  prose,  I  Wore the Ocean in  the Shape of 
a  Gir l  explores  the most  painful  aspects  of  Kel le ’s  addict ion 
and loss  with unf l inching honesty  and bold determinat ion. 
Urgent  and v ita l ,  exquis i te  and raw,  her  story  is  as  much 
about  maternal  love as  i t  i s  about  survival ,  as  much about 
acceptance as  i t  i s  about  forgiveness.  Kel le ’s  longing for 
her  son remains  twenty-f ive years  after  his  death.  I t  i s  an 
ache intensi f ied,  as  she lost  h im twice—first  to  adoption 
and then. . .

What is your current project?

I’m writing a sequel to The Darkest 
Heart. And of course, I have several 
other projects in the works.
 
Do you do research for your his-
torical books? If so, where’s your 
favorite sources? Books in library, 
websites, people, etc.

Absolutely I research historicals. I 
love women’s diaries and pictorial 
histories especially. And documen-

taries. Oh, and old magazines, especially from the 1920‘s. 
Recipe books are great, and books that detail the cultural as-

pects of an era (like the Regency era). 
I do use my wonderful in-town library 
but I also buy lots of research books 
and I do research on-line as well.
 
Do you ever get writer’s block? If so, 
how do you beat it?

I had serious writer’s block about 
fifteen years ago. I was between con-
tracts, didn’t have an idea in the world 
for my next book, and my husband 
suggested I take on temp work while 
I got it together. Well, there’s nothing 

like doing clerical work in the back 
room of a travel agency to wake you 
up. I really came to enjoy it, I loved 
the women in the office (I‘m still 
in touch with some of them), I lost 
weight because I walked twenty min-
utes twice a day delivering tickets, 
and I’m absolutely certain the office 
where the agency was located was 
a hot bed backdrop for a thriller. I 
took notes, (wouldn’t you?, though 
I’m still working that one out. -- And 
I just had a thought actually about 
how to do it as I wrote that. See? 
Ideas come from everywhere.
 
Did you receive many rejections before getting your first 
publishing contract?

I came into the market at an interesting time -- at the con-
fluence of a publisher’s need and my having a viable manu-
script. Kensington had just started the Heartfire line, and 
they bought my first proposal, which turned into Shameless 
Desire, published in 1987.
 
Do you have an agent or do you handle your book con-
tracting and marketing yourself? 

I have an agent, although at first I didn’t. Big bad mistake. 
Take heed, aspiring authors.
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Betrayer is the 12th book 
in the popular Foreign-
ers series by C. J. Cherryh.  
The Foreigner series itself 
focuses on Bren Cameron 
who is a human translator 
between the alien atevi 
and humans. The civil war 
among the alien atevi has 
ended. The powerful ruler 
of the Western Association, 
along with his son and heir 
and his human paidhi, Bren 
Cameron, have returned to 
the Bujavid, their seat of 
power. But various rebel-

lious factions are still at large and the danger is far from 
over.
     Bren is an interesting hero and the author keeps him 
busy as he must help prevent an uprising at the same 
time survive the various scrapes he gets into. The strength 
in the series is the complexity of the world building and 
the details that go into the cultural differences between 
the two species and how they interact. This is one of the 
strongest science fiction stories out there with a bit of 
political thriller to spice things up. In this entry, the author 
reveals more about the Assassins Guild while relations 
between different groups are setting up complications for 
the future.  The story is filled with complicated alliances 
and conspiracies with plenty of actions scenes to keep 
Bren (and the reader) busy.  I give this one 4 stars. Howev-
er, please be advised to not to use book 12 as your entry 
into the series if you are new as it will confuse many. The 
author writes 3 books for every story arc and Betrayer is 
the conclusion to the fourth story arc. I highly recommend 
reading from the beginning. 

Xombies: Apocalypso by Walter Greatshell is the third 

book in a trilogy. The 
Xombies series is a futur-
istic post-apocalyptic with 
a blend of horror, science 
fiction and dark humor. 
The experimental and 
highly contagious Agent 
X plague infected women 
first, turning mothers, 
daughters, and sisters 
into killer’s intent on 
spreading their contagion, 
turning most of the hu-
man race into Xombies. 
Now Lulu Pangloss and 
her Xombiefied crew are 
wandering the seasons 

on a mission of what they believe is to be mercy. They are 
converting the last mortal humans into immortal beings 
like themselves.  In their eyes, it is the only way mankind 
will be able to survive a cataclysm that will wipe out all life 
on Earth. However, Lulu and her shipmates are about to 
learn that there are worse fates than death.  
     The book has some nifty creepy scenes and there is a 
thread of desperation in the people trying to survive, but 
at the same time it has some darkly humorous moments 
that stand out among the action and for me that is what 
truly keeps my interest. The story goes quickly and some-
times that is to the determent of the plot as it can get 
confusing to readers that are new to the series with all the 
plot threads that weave out through the story. The ending 
resolves itself fairly quickly and easily. Overall I give this 
title three and a half stars and a recommend score for fans 
of zombies who would like a different spin regarding this 
popular “monster”. I would also recommend it for those 
who like Resident Evil and movies along those lines. It con-
tains lots of action and violence to satisfy anyone’s need 
for a high body count in a survivor setting.
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For this month’s History 
Bits, a glimpse into a Central 
European country.  Heart of 
Europe: A Short History of 
Poland by Norman Davies 
offers that glimpse into 
Poland.
     The book is set up over 
several chapters that start 
in the present (1981, when 
first published), discussing 
Post-World War II through 
1981 Poland, then going on 
to Poland’s Wartime Experi-
ence (Chapter 2), Poland’s 
independence between 
1914 and 1939 (Chapter 3), 
the Partitions of 1795-1918 

(Chapter 4), Poland’s Culture prior to 1795 (Chapter 5 and 
includes sub-chapters on the Piasts, the Jagiellonians, differ-
ent traditions (including language, literature, the church and 
people, ethnicity, and political corruption), echoes of the past 
in the country’s present (Chapter 6), and a chapter called 
“Beyond History” that takes a look at Poland’s role in the 
future and it’s relation with its neighbors.

Other Related Books:

The Polish Way: A Thousand Year 
History of the Poles and Their Cul-
ture by Arthur Zamoyski

A factual overview of Polish history 
through art, culture, the military, and 
law. Written in an approachable manner 
that keeps the reader engaged.

A Concise History of Poland by Jerzy 
Lukowski and Hubert Zawadzki - Sec-

ond Edition (2006) to include the period of 1989 to 2005.

Concise history that takes a look at Poland’s history during 

3 republics (including the current one), 
seven partitions, becoming a Soviet sat-
ellite after World War II, re-assertion of 
a Christian heritage, and, most recently, 
entering the European Union in 2004. 
Includes updated bibliography and 
chronology.

A Traveller’s History of Poland by 
John Radzilowski

Poland is a major European country 
with over 38 million inhabitants and a 
land area comparable to Spain. It has 
played a major role in European history, 
but its subjugation by foreign powers in 
the nineteenth century and during the 
Cold War eclipsed Poland in the minds 
of many in Western Europe and the 
United States. Throughout its long and 
diverse history it has been a meeting 
place of many cultures and has given 
the world the poetry of Czeslaw Milosz, 

the music of Chopin, and the scientific discoveries of Coper-
nicus and Marie Curie, to name but a few.
     John Radzilowski vividly describes the beginnings of the 
country, first fragmented then reborn to overcome the ag-
gression of the Teutonic Knights and its greedy neighbors. 
Poland enjoyed a Golden Age in the fifteen and sixteenth 
centuries but a gradual decline then led to a loss of auton-
omy. Since the horrors of the Second World War and Soviet 
control, Poland has gradually regained its rightful place in 
Europe, joining NATO in 1989 and the EU in 2004, and is 
playing a new role on the European and international stage. 
With a historical gazetteer, chronology of major events, in-
dex, bibliography and historical and contemporary maps, this 
book is an invaluable companion to students and visitors.
     The book includes a full chronology, a list of monarchs and 
rulers, a gazetteer, historical maps and is fully illustrated.”

I hope you found at least one great history book this month!
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In this article I am going to give you the run down on some 
amazing books from the spring and some awesome books 
you should be looking out for through the summer and into 
the fall. There have been some great books coming out this 
spring and I know of plenty that should have you on your 
toes for this summer.
     The first book I am going to mention is Divergent by 
Veronica Roth. I can’t tell you how amazing this book is 
in mere words. It has anything and everything you could 
want in a dystopian novel. The characters are awesome, 
the plot keeps you on edge, and everything about this book 
makes you want to keep reading. I finished it all in one 
night, and the good news is: it was released in May so you 
can go out and get a copy.
     The next two books I am going to mention are by one of 
YA’s best known and loved authors Maggie Steifvater. Her 
final installment in the Mercy Falls Trilogy, Forever, will 
come out in July and I know I am holding my breath just 
waiting to see what happens. The other novel coming out 
is called The Scorpio Races, it is part of a new series, and it 
drops in October 2011.
     There are many more books on the horizon such as a 
wonderful anthology, called Enthralled, containing sto-
ries from some of YA’s biggest authors such as Rachel Vin-
cent, Carrie Ryan, Ally Condie, Melissa Marr, and so many 
others. This book will be available in September 2011.
     Another much anticipated novel is Julie Kagawa’s fourth 
book in the Iron Fey Series called The Iron Knight. I am 
dying to read this book as is everyone who finished The 
Iron Queen. You can get this novel in October 2011, but...if 
you are dying for some Iron Fey before this book is released 
Julie Kagawa is releasing a novella called Summer’s Cross-
ing, featuring Puck, on June 1st. 
     What do you have your eye on for the summer?

------------------------

Monica is a lover of books and is currently serving her 
countery abroad!

NOT TO MISS THIS SUMMER
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The Betrayal by Robin Badillo
Jason Craft is a vampire on a mission. Destroy the last of the 
rogue vampires he’s been enlisted to hunt and he’ll be re-
leased from a century old vow made to his creator. Freedom 
from his obligation is so close he can taste it.

Jazmine Fabré has spent the last fifteen years caring for her 
adopted younger brother, a vampire with autism, who was 
attacked and turned by her very own sire. All she wants is 
justice on his behalf and as fate would have it, Jazmine’s sire 
is next on Jason’s hit list.

Thrown together on a mission to hunt him down, they find 
more than they bargained for on their quest…they find each 
other. As the hunt heats up, they soon discover how hard it is 
to take down an enemy when they don’t know who it really is.

Will hidden secrets and betrayal destroy them before they 
have a chance start a life? Or were their lives fated for sepa-
rate paths all along?

Hunting can be a dangerous sport when the prey has all the 
ammunition.

Fallout by Amy Romaine
This book picks up where Shockwave left off…

 Jack and Kate struggle to navigate through the web of lies 
surrounding them. Chasing shadows, the truth is closer than 
they realize. Isolated and hiding from unknown forces, can 
they uncover the buried secrets that killed Mike and put a 
price of their heads? When Kate makes a deal and leaves Jack 
behind, will she make it back, or will one misstep destroy all 
of their hopes for the future?

Tarot Series

Wands

Romantic Suspense

5 Flames Hot

Shockwave | Backlash |  | Fallout

EXTASY BOOKS
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CELEBRATE
With so much negativity in the world, sometimes we just 
need a pick-me-up. We need to hear that all is not lost and 
the human race is not headed to the end of the line on a 
speeding train without any brakes. There is light at the 
end of the tunnel, and despite our differences, we can all 
celebrate accomplishments that move us forward as a race 
of people. 
     Today my column is about celebrating our differences 
and our similarities through education. Below are two 
groups that spread the word about tolerance among all 
people, and I’ve included books that support that ideology. 
Time to feed our minds as well as our hearts.  

Loving Day

     In my February 2011 article, I summarized the history of 
Mildred and Richard Loving, a black woman and white man 
whose case overturned Virginia law against interracial mar-
riage in the 1960’s. Because of their tenacity, the Supreme 
Court ruled unanimously in their favor, and soon after other 
state laws began to crumble. 
     Many interracial couples now celebrate Loving Day on or 
around June 12th of every year to mark the anniversary of 
the Supreme Court decision. The celebration is not limited 
to the United States, however. The message resonates with 
people all over the world, and celebrations take place as far 
away as Japan.
     The mission statement at www.lovingday.org states “Lov-
ing Day’s mission is to fight racial prejudice through educa-
tion and to build a multicultural community.” The organiz-
ers of Loving Day hope to achieve this through education 
and finding common ground between people of different 
races and ethnic groups. They partner with other organiza-
tions, such as The Association of MultiEthnic Americans, 
Mixed Chicks, and the MAVIN Foundation.
     You can support their efforts through donations or pur-
chasing items such as mugs and T-shirts in the Loving Day 
merchandise store. 
     Using the Loving case as a backdrop, the author of Tell 

the Court I Love My Wife takes a look 
at race, sex, and the legal system from 
pre-Civil war relationships between 
black women and white men to how 
the legal meaning of the word “black” 
has evolved over time. 
     Almighty God Created the Races: 
Christianity, Interracial Marriage, 
and American Law takes a hard look 
at interracial marriage and how reli-
gious beliefs on race and marriage have 
influenced legal decisions. In addition 
to the story of the Lovings, the 1948 
California Supreme Court case of Perez 
v. Lippold is examined. 
     Andrea Perez (white Mexican-Ameri-
can woman) and Sylvester Davis (black 
man) wanted to marry but couldn’t 
obtain a marriage license in Los Ange-
les because California civil code stated 
“All marriages of white persons with 
Negroes, Mongolians, members of the 
Malay race, or mulattoes are illegal and 
void.” They challenged the law and won 
their case, citing the fact that they were 
both Catholics and the law restricted 
their religious right to fully participate 
in their religion, which included the 
sacrament of matrimony. 

Amnesty International
     
     In 1961, British attorney Peter 
Benenson launched the “Appeal for 
Amnesty” campaign after he learned 
two Portuguese students were impris-
oned for raising a toast to freedom. 
Last month, Amnesty international (AI) 
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. It 
has grown to more than 3 million sup-
porters! The organization campaigns 
against human rights abuses in over 
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Love All Year Long

150 countries. 
     AI carries out its work by putting pressure on govern-
ments, companies, and other organizations through letter 
writing campaigns, protests, petitions, and human rights 
education. 
     It’s easy to become a member or supporter. Go to www.
amnesty.org to learn more. 
     Contribute to the cause by doing something you already 
do--reading.  Coming Together At Last is a compilation of 
interracial erotic fiction sold in two volumes. Both volumes 
include an introduction by New York Times Bestselling 
Author L.A. Banks. The books are available in eformat and 
paperback, and all proceeds benefit Amnesty International. 
     Explore the theme of black-white encounters in An 
Anthology of Interracial Literature. Texts from the ancient 
Greek to modern day are included in the anthology, with 
well-known contributors like Hans Christian-Andersen, 
Gwendolyn Brooks, and Guy de Maupassant. 
     Did you learn about books you can add to your to-be-
read pile? I hope so. Next month I’ll share a list of multicul-
tural anthologies so you can sample the work of different 
authors. 

---------------------

Delaney Diamond is the best-selling author of African-
American and interracial romance. Her second release in 

the Hot Latin Men series, Fight for Love, is now available. 
Enjoy free reads on her website at www.delaneydiamond.
com.
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So now that you have selected your e-reading device and 
have probably purchased a number of ebooks, let’s take 
a look at my favorite application for managing an e-book 
library. 
There are a few applications available on the net that will 
help you manage your e-book library as it grows. One of the 
best free applications available and my personal choice is 
Calibre. Calibre is a fantastic e-book library content manage-
ment system available for Windows, Linux and OS X plat-
forms. Initially the application was released in October 2006 
shortly after the release of the Sony PRS 500. Since that time 
the developers have continually improved and enhanced 
the application’s functionality. 
In addition the application’s 
device compatibilities even 
now are updated periodically as 
today’s growing list of devices 
increases. 
The application’s feature 
includes: (Content direct from 
http://calibre-ebook.com)

Library Management 
  
 *Calibre manages your e-book collection for you. 
It is designed around the concept of the logical book, i.e., a 
single entry in your library that may correspond to actual 
e-book files in several formats.
 
 *Calibre can sort the books in your library by: Title, 
Author, Date added, Date published, Size, Rating, Series, etc. 

In addition, it supports extra searchable metadata: 

 * Tags: A flexible system for categorizing your col-
lection however you like
 
 * Comments: A long form entry that you can use for 
book description, notes, reviews, etc.

You can easily search your book collection for a particular 
book. calibre supports searching any and all of the fields 
mentioned above. You can construct advanced search que-
ries by clicking the helpful “Advanced search” button to the 
left of the search bar. 
     You can export arbitrary subsets of your collection to your 
hard disk arranged in a fully customizable folder structure.
     Finally, calibre will even go out onto the internet to find 
book metadata based on existing title/author or ISBN 
information. It can download various types of metadata and 
covers for your books, automatically. The metadata system 
is written using plugins so that different types of metadata 

sources can be sup-
ported in the future. 

E-book conversion 

Calibre can convert 
from a huge number 
of formats to a huge 
number of formats. It 

supports all the major e-book formats. 
     The conversion engine has lots of powerful features. It can 
rescale all font sizes, ensuring the output e-book is readable 
no matter what font sizes the input document uses. It can 
automatically detect/create book structure, like chapters 
and Table of Contents. It can insert the book metadata into a 
“Book Jacket” at the start of the book. 

Syncing to e-book reader devices 

Calibre has a modular device driver design that makes add-
ing support for different e-reader devices easy. At the mo-
ment, it has support for a large number of devices. Syncing 
supports updating metadata on the device from metadata in 
the library and creation of collections on the device based 
on the tags defined in the library. If a book has more than 
one format available, calibre automatically chooses the best 
format when uploading to the device. If none of the formats 
is suitable, calibre will automatically convert the e-book to a 

“Organize Your E-Book Library”

CALIBRE MANAGES YOUR  
E-BOOK COLLECTION FOR YOU. 
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format suitable for the device before sending it. 

Downloading news from the web and converting it into 
e-book form 

Calibre can automatically fetch news from websites or RSS 
feeds, format the news into a ebook and upload to a connect-
ed device. The ebooks include the full versions of the articles, 
not just the summaries.

Comprehensive e-book viewer 

Calibre has a built-in ebook viewer that can display all the 
major ebook formats. It has full support for Table of Con-
tents, bookmarks, CSS, a reference mode, printing, searching, 
copying, customizing the rendering via a user style sheet, 
embedded fonts, etc. 

Content server for online access to your book collection

While Calibre is compatible with a number of reading de-
vices, the other application that I love to use is the iTunes ap-
plication from Apple Inc. While not everyone uses an Apple 
device for reading, the iTunes application is another great 
way to manage your e-book library. While iTunes does not 
allow you to read your ebooks directly, it does allow you to 
modify some of the metadata (properties) of your ebooks. 

Some of iTunes features include:

• Setting Categories and Groupings to selected ebooks
• Editing Titles, Authors, categories and groups
• Drag and drop epub and pdf files formats to and from a 
location
• iBooks ebook syncing across apple devices

Although this article only touches on two distinct e-book 
library management systems, I am sure there are still a num-
ber of other options to be explored on the net.
     Well, that pretty much wraps up this edition of Novel 
Technology “E-books and Technology Made Simple. As al-
ways I hope that you find this information is helpful and have 
a pleasant reading experience. 
     I currently own a classic nook wifi-3G, an iPod Touch 4th 
Gen and an iPad wifi-3G. You would probably ask why so 
many, the nook is more for indoor reading for me, while the 
iPod touch is that on the go reading in line at the bank, wait-
ing for a movie to start etc and the iPad is used for long term 
review reading and annotating. I still purchase my favorite 
authors in Imprint books, but my library has grown expo-
nentially since I have embraced the eBook technology. 

______________________________________________________________________

Novel Technology “E-books and Technology Made Simple” 
next month’s article

“Print, E-book or Audiobook”
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Cowboy Fever
AReady to slid your Stetson down low, saddle up on a sweet filly and 
go on out for a mighty fine ride around the fields? Or maybe you 
simply like to drool over those scrumptious lead men in tight jeans, 
open shirts and cowboy boots. All I can say is “Yeee-haw.”
     I’ve been teasing about a Western Romance/Cowboy column for 
a few months now, and I’ve rustled up four glorious reads, from 
sweet to mainstream to Blaz-ing. 
     If you don’t usually read these stories, don’t be shy. I’m new to the 
sub-genre myself. Little did I realize the sweet loving by a strong-
hearted cowboy until I heard master storyteller Linda Lael Miller 
speak last year at an OCC/RWA chapter meeting. After that, let’s say 
the lasso wound tight.

So without further pun:

Creed’s Honor
Linda Lael Miller
Harlequin

A reader simply can’t go wrong with Linda Lael Miller. Creed’s 
Honor is the middle child between a three-book series featuring 
twin brothers Conner and Brody, and their cousin Steven, who was 
raised as another brother. 
     All Tricia McCall wants to do is sell the River’s Bend Campground 
and RV Park and Bluebird Drive-in theater that she inherited from 
her father, and skedaddle out of “dodge” for back home in “cosmo-

politan” Seattle. Tricia isn’t a 
country gal, she simply visited 
her father in Lonesome Bend, 
Colorado, on summer vacations 
and holidays. 
     As for Conner Creed, he’s 
stuck between watching his 
cousin Steven be happy with a 
family, and the hatred that he 
feels for his wild and wayward 
twin brother, Brody. Conner 
doesn’t need anybody to com-
plete him; that is, until he runs 
into Tricia, who’s all grown up. 
     While both Tricia and Conner 
may not be looking for a com-
plicated commitment, they just 
may have some fun on the ride. 
     And if you enjoy Creed’s 

Honor, readers will finally find 
closure for Brody come July 
with The Creed Legacy.

Should’ve Been a Cowboy
Vicki Lewis Thompson
Harlequin Blaze

Pick up the reins of the Sons 
of Chance series, with book 
four, Should’ve Been a Cowboy 
by Vicki Lewis Thompson. As 
part of the Harlequin Blaze 
series, this book is so sizzling, 
it would dry up the hay fields. 
Good thing, too, because the 
main characters – Tyler and 
Alex – happen to have a little 
thing for lofts filled with soft, 
clean hay. 

When Tyler drops in on her sister Morgan (offspring of parents who 
believed in unisex names), she plans on offering encouragement for 
Morgan’s upcoming birth, and definitely NOT sleeping with Alex … 
again. 
     She soon finds out that her resolution is much harder to keep, 
and Alex happens to be much harder, ahem, in the presence of 
Tyler. Similar to the storyline in Linda Lael Miller’s book mentioned 
above, Tyler is more of a big-city gal, and she’s used to traveling the 
world in her job as entertainment director for a cruise ship. With 
the director position she’s been dreaming of dangling in her future, 
Tyler suddenly questions her desires: A quiet, “country” family life 
starts to look awfully good.
     Broken-hearted from a bad marriage gone worse, Alex has moved 
out to the Last Chance ranch in order to heal. What he doesn’t real-
ize is since he’s now part of the “family,” the magic of Last Chance 
just may turn his luck.
     Thompson’s book makes for a quick and entertaining read. 
Perfect for summer fair, and fans will rejoice that the summer holds 
even more from the Sons of Chance.

ON THE SWEET SIDE

Wild Montana Sky
Debra Holland 
Available via Amazon

Stunningly crafted, Golden Heart Winner Debra Holland captures 
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the reader’s imagination and 
heart in Wild Montana Sky. Set 
in 1893, the book features an 
imperfect heroine, Elizabeth 
Hamilton, who begins the story 
as a “refined” lady and slowly 
unfolds to realistically living in 
the “wilds” of Montana.
     When Elizabeth’s brother 
shows up married to a woman 
determined to tear apart 
Elizabeth’s life, including “tem-
porarily” removing her from 
her bedroom, Elizabeth leaves 
Boston society and seeks refuge 
with her best friend Pamela, 
who years before married and 
moved to Montana. 
     Although deemed a sweet 

Western, Holland expertly builds emotional tension and passion. 
Nick Sanders, the slightly younger hero, is divine. He’s perfectly 
flawed with his closeted heart, tongue-tied nature and quick-to-an-
ger personality. Yet, what he can’t say via words, he infuses within 
heart-warming musical compositions. 
     Will Elizabeth choose the more properly suited prospect or take 
a chance on true love? 
     Unlike other novels based in a similar time period, Holland’s tale 
features many of the hardships without unnecessary heartache. 
Also she fuels the reader’s emotions – and honestly made me cry – 
it’s not done simply for the sake of the craft. The storyline’s organic 
to the plot. (And if that’s evasive, I’d rather not give too much 
away.)
     At 99 cents for the initial offering on Amazon, Wild Montana Sky, 
book 1 of The Montana Sky Series, is more than worth the buy. 

A Vision of Lucy
A Rocky Creek Romance
Margaret Brownley
Thomas Nelson

On sale: June 28

The lighthearted inspirational 
romance A Vision of Lucy 
engages the reader with a domi-
nant heroine, Lucy, who’s more 
comfortable behind a camera 
than in a traditional “women’s 
role,” such as getting hitched. 
     Lucy Fairbanks is one of 
those people who invites 
trouble. If it’s possible, it’ll hap-
pen “by accident” to Lucy, from 
falling out of a tree and into the 
middle of a stagecoach robbery 
to literally standing where a 
sinkhole opens up and swallows 
her – and a “wild man” – whole.
     Set in Rocky Creek, Texas, in 
1882, Lucy is determined on getting a job as a newspaper photog-
rapher. In order to land a job, she decides to uncover some local 
mysteries, and comes upon “wild man” David Wolf. As a “half-
breed” (half Indian), Wolf lives on the outskirts of society, but he’s 
come to Rocky Creek to revenge something that happened when he 
was a youth. 
     In each other, both Lucy and David meet their match: Will they 
be able to tame each other?
     Brownley, who won an RT Reviewer’s Choice Award, showcases 
why she’s become a fan favorite in this genre with A Vision of 
Lucy. For those who have read the other books in the Rocky Creek 
Romance series, you’ll be happy to bump into old friends. Plus, 
Brownley offers a few hints on who may be seeing stars in the not-
too-distant future.
___________________

Louisa Bacio’s erotic paranormal The Vampire, The Witch & The 
Werewolf: A New Orleans Threesome is now available.  Drop in 
for a visit at http://www.louisabacio.com

A WOMAN COMPELLED. . .

IN THE GLITTERING WORLD OF REGENCY ENGLAND, ANNE WILDER PLAYED 
A DANGEROUS GAME.  A WIDOWED LADY BY DAY, BY NIGHT SHE BECAME 
A MASKED THIEF PREYING ON SOCIETY’S ELITE.  SHE ROVED HIGH ABOVE 
LONDON’S BLACK ROOFTOPS, COMPELLED BY PHANTOMS FROM HER PAST 
TO TAKE EVER GREATER RISKS.  UNTIL HER RESTLESS SPIRIT LED HER INTO 
COLONEL JACK SEWARD’S TRAP. . . WHERE SEDUCTION WAS HER ONLY WAY 
OUT.

A MAN OBSESSED. . .

SHE’D PLAYED HIM FOR A FOOL, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF HIS HUNGRY 
RESPONSE TO ESCAPE FROM HIS CLUTCHES.  BUT AS JACK HUNTED FOR 
HIS THIEF, HIS HEART FELL CAPTIVE TO A SELF-POSSESSED WIDOW.  TORN 
BETWEEN ILLICIT PASSION AND TENDER LOVE, JACK IS DUTY-BOUND TO 
CAPTURE THE AUDACIOUS CRIMINAL, EVEN IF IT MEANS RIPPING SOCIETY 
APART TO DO SO.  NOW HE STALKED HER THROUGH THE TON, NEVER REAL-
IZING THE LOVELY WIDOW WHO CAPTURED HIS HEART WAS THE SAME 
WOMAN WHO ROUSED HIS MOST VIOLENT PASSIONS.

A LOVE THAT DEFIED KING AND COUNTRY. . .

Night Owl Reviews
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FABULOUS BOOK COVERS

It’s an age old debate, do or don’t judge a book by its cover? 
Regardless of your immediate answer, the topic is not as 
clearly defined as some may think. The word judge has many 
different definitions. For the purpose of this article I am us-
ing the two definitions below:

Judge (n)

1. a person appointed to assess entries or performanc-
es in a competition and decide who wins 
2. somebody who can give an informed opinion on 
something

If you are in fact judging a book by its cover based on defini-
tion number two, I am completely in agreement with the 
argument that you should NOT judge a book by its cover. 
However, if you take definition number one into consider-
ation, I would have to say that YES, every time you decide to 
read a new book you do in fact judge it, by its cover, in some 
way and it’s not bad. Every reader whether they admit it or 
not, is influenced by the cover of a novel.
     Marketing 101; the eye will, 99% of the time, cause your 
item to sell or not sell. Our eyes are the window to our brain. 

Attractive items simply sell 
better. Let’s say you’re at 
Barnes & Noble’s, unsure of 
what you want to read you 
start browsing the shelves. 
There are literally rows of 
titles, so you start glancing 
and pick up the titles that 
interest you. What will cause 
that interest? It’s simple, the 
cover.
     On the front cover are 
three main attractions to the 
book; the title, the author, 
and the art. One of these 
three things will likely grab 
your attention and make you 

read the synopsis, which 
coincidentally is also on the 
cover of the novel. While it is 
most certain that you cannot 
pick up a book and write a 
review on it without read-
ing the inside, you can make 
certain judgments or impres-
sions about a book and how 
it pertains to your interest 
by the cover. Chances are you 
do.  
     The cover is the final act 
to the book, but the first 
thing potential readers see. 
A book cover should reflect 
what’s inside the novel. It 
should give a glance at the heart and soul of the book. The 
best covers attract the eye, hook the reader with its synopsis 
and leave them satisfied after reading a wonderful novel. 
These are the covers I wish to pay tribute to. 

Here, Home, Hope - Kiara Rouda
     I absolutely love this cover! It’s simple and clean yet 
speaks volumes. My first impression of this cover made me 
wonder about the woman sitting in the rocking chair. She 
seemed to be middle aged, probably with a family and strikes 
me as someone who was tired and trying to sort through a 
situation close to her heart. She also appears strong, some-
one who is a fighter, someone who will work for what she 
wants. I wasn’t far off.  
     Here, Home, Hope is the story of Kelly Johnson, a 39 year 
old wife and mother who is in the middle of her mid-life 
crisis. She has, until now, been perfectly happy with her 
role as wife and mother. Noticing a void, Kelly takes charge 
and devises a mid-life makeover plan, focusing on what she 
wants out of life. 
     The cover art for this story magnificently displays the 
heart and soul of the story. The artist did a wonderful job ty-
ing the cover to the story, making it complete. This novel is a 
great example of a complete packaged product! It has a great 
story, synopsis and cover.

www.NightOwlReviews.com



They are in your house.  They are in your car.  They 
are in the skies…Now they ’re coming for you.      In 
the near future,  at  a  moment no one will  notice,  all 
the dazzling technology that  runs our world will 
unite and turn against  us.  Taking on the persona of 
a  shy human boy,  a  childlike but massively powerful 
artif icial  intell igence known as Archos comes on-
line and assumes control  over the global  network 
of  machines that  regulate everything from trans-
portation to util it ies,  defense and communication. 
In the months leading up to this ,  sporadic glitches 
are noticed by a handful  of  unconnected humans 
–  a  single mother disconcerted by her daughter ’s 
menacing “smart ”  toys,  a  lonely Japanese bachelor 
who is  victimized by his  domestic  robot compan-
ion,  an isolated U.S.  soldier who witnesses a  ‘paci-
f ication unit ’  go haywire –  but  most  are unaware 
of  the growing rebellion until  i t  is  too late.    When 
the Robot War ignites — at  a  moment known later 
as Zero Hour — humankind will  be both decimated 
and,  possibly,  for the f irst  t ime in history,  united. 
Robopocalypse is  a  bril l iantly conceived action-
f i l led epic,  a  terrifying story with heart-stopping 
implications for the real  technology all  around us…
and an entertaining and engaging thril ler  unlike 
anything else written in years.    DANIEL H.  WILSON 
earned a Ph.D.  in robotics  from.. .
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L I G H T E R  T H A N  A  PA P E R B A C K
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She’s Gone Country – Jane Porter
     Boy, oh Boy has she! Everything about this cover screams 
country except the slight parts of the woman pictured that 
just don’t match up completely. This cover makes me wonder 
why she has “gone country.” Will she stay country? What on 
earth caused her to jump up on that truck, which appears to 
have had far better days? Most of all, is there a sexy country 
dude?
     The answer is YES! In she’s gone country Shey Darcy finds 
herself in Texas, when her husband announces he’s fallen in 
love with someone else. A former top model, Shey has lived a 
charming NYC life until now. Determined to pick up the pieces 
of her life, Shey takes her sons and heads home to her roots, 
back to life on the family ranch with overprotective brothers, 
a Southern Baptist mama and one hot national bull riding 
champion, who just happens to be her ex.  
     This novel is anything but boring and Shey certainly has 
Gone Country! After reading it, I wouldn’t change the cover a 
bit!  

Fallen, Torment & Passion – by Lauren Kate 
     My last example is more of a guilty pleasure. I say this 
because I haven’t read them! (GASP) Don’t worry, I won’t be 
commenting on anything other than the cover since these 
make my list to prove a different point. This highly popular 
paranormal series is not one I choose to read due to interest. 
I am however so completely drawn to these covers that I have 
considered, on multiple occasions, reading this series. They 

are eye catching, intriguing and reflect 
the title in a simple yet stunning way. 
Fallen has a sad look to it while Torment 
is dark and painful. Passion has a light, 
hopeful and sweet look that seems to tie 
the series together. The covers and titles 
are in accordance and command atten-
tion. From a marketing and advertising 
standpoint I have to say, “Well done.” 
     Should you “judge” a book by its 
cover? As an informed opinion, no you 
shouldn’t. Do we judge a book by its cov-
er? Yes, in many ways we do. Whether it 
is the synopsis, cover art, author or title, 
something will undoubtedly appeal to 
you and make you want to find out more 
about a title. If it doesn’t you’ll likely pass 
it over and move on. It’s human nature.

-------------------

Tiffany is an avid reader, reviewer and 
marketing specialist. You can con-
nect with her via the following outlets. 
Website- http://acozyreaderscorner.
blogspot.com- Twitter - @cozyreaders-
nook – Facebookhttp://www.facebook.
com/groups/#!/pages/A-Cozy-Readers-
Corner/152514161454295

THEODORE BOONE:  
THE ABDUCTION 
THEODORE BOONE IS BACK IN A NEW ADVENTURE, AND THE 
STAKES ARE HIGHER THAN EVER.

WHEN HIS BEST FRIEND, APRIL, DISAPPEARS FROM HER BED-
ROOM IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT, NO ONE, NOT EVEN 
THEO BOONE-WHO KNOWS APRIL BETTER THAN ANYONE-HAS 
ANSWERS.

AS FEAR RIPPLES THROUGH HIS SMALL HOMETOWN AND THE 
POLICE HIT DEAD ENDS, IT’S UP TO THEO TO USE HIS LEGAL 
KNOWLEDGE AND INVESTIGATIVE SKILLS TO CHASE DOWN 
THE TRUTH AND SAVE APRIL.

FILLED WITH THE PAGE-TURNING SUSPENSE THAT MADE JOHN 
GRISHAM A #1 INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER AND THE UNDIS-
PUTED MASTER OF THE LEGAL THRILLER, THEODORE BOONE’S 
TRIALS AND TRIUMPHS WILL KEEP READERS GUESSING UNTIL 
THE VERY END.

IN HARDCOVER

AMAZON | BARNES & NOBLE

PENGUIN YOUNG READERS GROUP
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Immortals Series #6

Their epic love story has captured the 
hearts of millions and enchanted readers 
across the world.  In this beautiful finale, 
their journey draws to a spectacular conclu-
sion—where all will be revealed.

Their darkest enemies now defeated, Da-
men and Ever are free to embark upon their 
final quest—to free Damen from the poison 
lingering in his body.  If they can just find 
the antidote, they’ll finally be able to feel 
each other’s touch—and experience the 
passionate night they’ve been longing for.  
But their fight to be together will lead them 
into the most formidable terrain yet…into 
the dark heart of Summerland.

Immortals Series #5

After fighting for centuries to be together, Ever and 
Damen’s future hinges on one final showdown that 
will leave readers gasping for breath.  Don’t miss 
this explosive new installment of the #1 bestselling 
series that’s enchanted millions across the world!

Haven still blames Ever for the death of her boy-
friend Roman, no matter how hard Ever’s tried to 
convince her it was an accident.  Now she’s deter-
mined to take Ever down…and destroy Damen and 
Jude along the way.  Her first step is to tear Ever and 
Damen apart—and she has just the ammunition to 
do it.


