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Mindi Ferrari
Please describe your writing environment.

When I first start off a novel I must have music that I feel my 
main character would listen to. Then by the middle I usually 
need peace and quiet to hear what my main characters have to 
say. So its usually just me, my laptop and my notebook ready 
for the day!

Tell us your latest news!

I have a brand new Hunter trilogy that will be released with 
Secret Cravings Publishing. The first in this series is Midnight 
Assassin, a Vampire romance filled with enough romance and 
action to leave you panting and sweating for more.

Who is your favorite author and what is it that really 
strikes you about their work?

Oh that would have to be J.R Ward. From the frst 
time I picked up Dark Lover I was in heaven, it 
took me 7 hours to finish. I fell in love with her 
style of writing. The way she strings her words 
and plots is still amazing to me, every word is like 
a fine wine drizzeling down your throat. Wow 
now it seems as if I have developed a crush on 
her. All in good fun I would love to pick her brain 
and see if she has as much slang and attitude as 
her male characters.

Do you have a favorite object that is pertinent 
to your writing?

Honestly and I hate to admit this but I love to 
write with my big red soft blanket around me. It 
helps me stay warm and zone in to my laptop.

Who has been your best supporter? How have 
they been there for you?

My husband, he has been my rock in more ways 
then one. I can lock myself away and write and he 
is okay with every second I am gone. See I have 6 
kids and not many husbands are willing to do this 
and let their wife live out their dream of becom-
ing a New York Times bestseller. So honey if your 
reading this.. I am your number 1 fan!

Midnight Assassins 

Annie was definitely not ready for 
the life that was about to be hand-
ed to her. She was dealing with a 
job she liked, but a boss she hated. 
She had no family and only one 
true friend. One horrible day took  
her life by surprise. Beaten and 
almost dead she finds her life in the 
arms of a handsome, over bearing 
vampire and wants nothing more 
than to stay put there forever, but 
can’t seem to let go of her past.

Wicked Games

Sorrow’s reaping skills go above 
and beyond any other Reaper that 
has lived, yet she fights with the 
memory of her father’s death and 
tries desperately to search for his 
killer. Signing over her soul to do 
the Heaven’s dirty work she ends 
up running into a man who she 
remembers as trying to kill her and 
her family. The man she hates just 
might end up becoming the man 
she needs to fight this deadly war 
that’s brewing.

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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TEN BEACH BOOKS YOU  
WON’T WANT TO MISS! 

For avid readers, summer holds the 
excitement and anticipation of the beach 
read.  When packing my beach bag one 
of the most daunting choices can be 
which fabulous book to take with me!  To 
help plan your beach trips, I’m recom-
mending my top 10 recommendations of 
the titles released so far this summer.

Best Staged Plans by Claire Cook
ISBN: 978-1401341176

Sizzle Snippet: Witty and humorous, home stager Sandy 
Sullivan, is ready to sell her house, downsize and simplify 

her life. Feed up with doing all the work 
herself, Sandy gives her husband and 
son a “to do” list and heads to Atlanta 
to stage a hotel for her best friend’s 
boyfriend.  Soon Sandy is convinced her 
best friend’s boy toy is cheating on her 
with another woman.  Unsure of how 
her carefully staged plans will unravel, 
Sandy works on what she does best hop-
ing everything will work itself out in the 
end.

Folly Beach by Dorothea Benton Frank
ISBN: 978-0-06-196127-4
Sizzle Snippet: “Home is the place that knows us best…” Cate, 

a recent widow, returns to her past to 
find her future.  In a story of loss, accep-
tance, family and love Ms. Frank deliv-
ers the healing beauty of Folly Beach, 
NC.  This book is full of shocking events, 
witty dialogue, and charming characters.

Heat Wave by Nancy Thayer
ISBN: 978-0345518316
Sizzle Snippet: After the sudden death 
of her lawyer husband, Carley is deter-

mined to keep her home, a beautiful, 
historic house on the island of Nantuck-
et.  Her plan involves transforming and 
opening her house into a bed and break-
fast.  As Carley deals with the challenges 
and complications that arise, she is also 
forced to keep a secret that threatens to 
destroy family and friends.  While try-
ing to deal with family & friends Carley 
copes with her mixed feelings, secrets 
and a late summer heat wave, knowing 
her life has been forever changed in unexpected ways. 

Silver Girl by Elin Hilderbrand
ISBN: 978-0316099660
Sizzle Snippet: When Meredith Delinn’s 
world falls apart she escapes to Nan-
tucket with her best friend Constance, 
who has her own troubles as well.  The 
two depart for what they hope to be a 
healing summer on the island, though 
they cannot escape their past or pres-
ent completely. Meredith is forced to 
evaluate and reconcile the differences 
between the life she has and the live she 
could’ve had.  A suspenseful story, Silver 
Girl, captures the power of friendship, 
love and the beauty of forgiveness.

Sisterhood Everlasting by Ann Brashares
ISBN: 978-0385521222
Sizzle Snippet: Rediscover the sister-
hood! In this chapter Carmen, Lena, 
Bridget, and Tibby are on the cusp 
of their thirtieth birthdays. Has their 
friendship survived adulthood?  Who, if 
anyone, did they marry?  Did they have 
children?  What has become of them?  
Fans of the sisterhood will enjoy this 
much anticipated addition to the sister-
hood series.
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Summer in the South by Cathy Holton
ISBN: 978-0345506016
Sizzle Snippet: After her mother’s death, 
Ava quits her job as a writer to spend 
the summer in Woodburn, TN with her 
college friend Will and his two Great 
Aunts.  Her hosts offer Ava the chance 
to relax on their idyllic estate while she 
works on her first novel.  Ava quickly 
discovers Woodburn is anything but 
quiet.  As ancient feuds and modern day 

rivalries emerge, Ava finds herself caught between compet-
ing cousins, impressed by family history and enamored with 
a house of treasure.  When she stumbles upon a dark side 
of the family history Ava puts her novel aside in search of 
the truth. As everything comes together, Ava finds herself 
tangled in a tragic history of a mysterious family who’s not 
unlike her own.  Ridden with secrets, mystery and intrigue 
this story has a little of everything for whoever chooses to 

read it.

Summer Rental by Mary Kay Andrews
ISBN: 978-0312642693
Sizzle Snippet: Best friends since their 
school days, Ellis, Julia and Dorie now 
find themselves in their mid thirties, 
at the crossroads of life and love.  Ellis, 
Julia, and Dorie head to North Carolina’s 
outer banks for a month long vacation.  
There they meet Ty and Maryn who 
become part of their lives for better or 

worse.  This story follows five people questioning life and 
love while uncovering secrets that will lead to healing and 
forgiveness.  The summer rental just might prove to be the 
change they all need.

Ten Beach Road by Wendy Wax
ISBN: 978-0435340861
Sizzle Snippet: When a trusted financial manager vanishes 
along with his clients’ life savings, Madeline, Avery and Nikki 
are left with nothing but the co-ownership of a rundown 
property called Ten Beach Road.  While each struggles with 
their own personal lives and battles they are forced to work 

together in order to restore Ten Beach to 
its former glory, in hopes of recovering 
financially.  Just when everything seems 
perfect their secrets emerge and threat-
en to destroy everything they have built.

The Beach Trees by Karen White
ISBN: 978-0451233073
Sizzle Snippet: At the age of twelve, Julie 
Holt’s little sister disappeared-never 
to be found. The loss slowly eroded the 
family bonds she once relied on. Now an art dealer, Julie 
meets a struggling artist who reminds her so much of her 
sister, she can’t help feeling protective. The result is a friend-
ship that begins a long and painful process of healing for 
Julie, leading her to a house on the Gulf 
Coast and to mysteries of family that 
take her deep into the past.

Then Came You by Jennifer Weiner
ISBN: 978-1451617726
Sizzle Snippet: An “unexpected” love 
story that tells the tale of four women 
and a baby. Their individual stories come 
together to weave one tale of mother-
hood and parental rights as it explores 
the issues of surrogacy and how these 
women form a modern family. At a time when the defini-
tion of family is no longer clearly defined, Weiner grabs her 
reader’s attention and keeps them turning the pages. (Also 
watch for her new show “State of Georgia” which debuted on 
ABC Family in June)

-------------------

Tiffany is an avid reader, reviewer and marketing special-
ist. You can connect with her via the following outlets. 
Website- http://acozyreaderscorner.blogspot.com- 
Twitter - @cozyreadersnook – Facebook http://www.
facebook.com/groups/#!/pages/A-Cozy-Readers-Cor-
ner/152514161454295

They are in your house. They are in your car. They are in the 
skies…Now they’re coming for you.

In the near future, at a moment no one will notice, all the dazzling 
technology that runs our world will unite and turn against us.

Taking on the persona of a shy human boy, a childlike but massively 
powerful artificial intelligence known as Archos comes online and as-
sumes control over the global network of machines that regulate every-
thing from transportation to utilities, defense and communication.

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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What’s on your hot summer reading list this month? Old 
favorites with new book releases- or are you trying some-
thing completely new?
     I think I’m going to try something new this month.
     I am seeing a lot more unique paranormal characters 
in books- fairies, demons, angels, and lots of witches and 
other magic users- mages, wizards, etc.  Of course I still see 
a lot of the same old favorites too- vampires, zombies, were-
wolves…I think I’m going to pick up something different. 
Maybe Diana Rowland’s My Life as a White Trash Zombie. 
I don’t usually go for the zombie books but this one sounds 
odd and interesting, plus I love Diana’s books so I think I 
might give it a try.
     I’m also considering a few books that blend genres. 
What’s genre mixing? Taking a couple different styles of 
books and tossing them together- like throwing vampires 
into outer space (example-Break Out by Nina Croft) there-
fore mixing the paranormal vampire with sci-fi. This has 
already been successfully done with paranormal/urban 
fantasy blended with historical.
     The paranormal crime fighting books (again another 
genre blend: murder mystery + paranormal romance/ur-
ban fantasy) seem to be gaining in popularity. 
     Jess Haines’ third Others book hits shelves this month, 
Deceived by the Others, as does Kalayna Price’s Grave 
Dance (Alex Craft Book 2)-which by the way, is superb. If 
you haven’t read Kalayna yet you are seriously missing out. 
     Other paranormal investigation books out this month 
include Cold Touch (Extrasensory Agents Book 2) by Leslie 
Parrish, Blood Secrets (Alexandra Sabian Book 2) by Jean-
nie Holmes, and Skirting the Grave (Vintage Magic Mystery 
Book 4) by Annette Blair – another favorite of mine already 
on my to-buy list.
     A newcomer that could fit into the paranormal + murder 
mystery genre blend is A Taste of the Nightlife: A Vampire 
Chef Mystery by Sarah Zettel. I’ve already added this one to 
my wish list.
     Several favorite authors in the paranormal and urban 
fantasy genres have new books out this month: include- 
MaryJanice Davidson’s Undead and Undermined (Undead 
#10), Victoria Laurie’s Vision Impossible (Psychic Eye 
Mystery #9), Nicole Peeler’s Eye of the Tempest (Jane True, 

#4) and Kelley Armstrong’s Spell Bound (Women of the 
Otherworld, #12)
     Oh and we can’t forget the first graphic novel in the 
Hollows series by Kim Harrison titled Blood Work. Unlike 
many graphic novels that rehash the original stories by add-
ing artwork this title is a completely new story which will 
have fans of The Hollows quickly reaching for it- especially 
now that we know this beloved series will soon be coming 
to a close.

SQAI WITH SARA REINKE

RR: Let’s start out by getting the name of your newest 
release and what genre/category it falls into:

SR: Dark Passages: Tristan & Karen is Book Four in The 
Brethren Series of paranormal/vampire romance. It’s the 
first installment of the series to be novella-length, not 
novel. My plan is to make it a “series within a series,” with 
at least two novella-length Dark Passages installments each 
calendar year in addition to one novel-length Brethren 
series release. The title, Dark Passages will be used consis-
tently throughout, and each will focus on a different hero/
heroine set. For example, I’m currently working on Dark 
Passages 2: Pilar and Elías, which I’ve slated for an early 
June release. It’s to be a prologue to the novel-length Dark 
Vengeance, Book Five in The Brethren Series, which release 
in November, 2011.

RR: Can you describe your heroine in 3 words? 

SR: Strong-willed, intelligent, beautiful

RR: Can you describe your hero in 3 words? 

SR: Bull-headed, passionate, sexy-as-hell

RR: What is one unique trait about your heroine? 

SR: Karen puts up with a lot of indecisiveness from Tristan 
that she wouldn’t stand for in other men. She loves him, and 
feels like he’s worth the wait while he struggles to admit 
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that he loves her, too. But even the most patient of women 
have their limits, and by the time Dark Passasges: Tristan & 
Karen opens, she’s pretty much to the point of telling him to 
use it or lose it when it comes to her body and heart!

RR: What is the sexiest trait of the main man in your new-
est book? 

SR: I think Tristan’s protectiveness of those he loves—and 
Karen in particular—struck me as being the sexiest thing 
about him while writing this book. Even when he’s still be-
ing too damn stubborn to admit his true feelings for her, he’s 
able to freely admit and express that he wants to keep her 
safe from harm. In fact, it’s the potential threat that’s posed 
to her in Dark Passages: Tristan and Karen that finally forces 
him to accept that he is in love with her.

RR: What’s the heat level of your book? 

SR: Hot and spicy. I like to tell folks my books, if movies, 
would generally be rated R.

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal elements 
are in your book? 

SR: The Brethren are an ancient sect of vampires who have 
lived in secret within human societies for millennia. Their 
origins date to medieval France, and they migrated to Amer-
ica just prior to the outbreaks of both the French and Ameri-
can Revolutions. Over the centuries, some have amassed a 
sizable fortune in the bourbon distilling and Thoroughbred 
horseracing industries and live on enormous estates tucked 
among the rolling Bluegrass hills of Kentucky, while oth-
ers have made their homes in eastern California, near the 
shores of Lake Tahoe. These are considered outcasts by the 
Kentucky-based Brethren because of their conviction that 
Brethren were meant to feed from each other, not humans.

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe one 
interesting scene in your book in less than two sentences?

SR: One of my favorite scenes takes place in the men’s 
restroom at a posh Las Vegas casino resort, and Tristan has 
taken refuge there following an argument with Karen. The 
bathroom valet keeps offering Tristan different items—
when he splashes his face with water, the valet gives him a 
towel; when he touches his head like he has a headache, the 
valet offers him some aspirin—so when Tristan stares at 
himself in the mirror and whispers, “I’m in love with Karen,” 
the valet—trying to be helpful—hands him a condom and a 
breath mint.

RR: List three adjectives that describe your book as a 
whole:

SR: Intense, passionate, suspenseful

RR: Can you sum up the book in 2 sentences or less? 

SR: Tristan Morin is a vampire on a mission: to not fall in 
love with Karen Pierce. But when a sadistic new enemy 
threatens, Tristan struggles to put aside his pride—and ad-
mit his true feelings—in order to keep the woman he loves 
safe.

RR: Please finish this sentence: The best thing about be-
ing an author is…

SR: …being able to share all of the characters, plots and 
places inside my mind with the world.

RR: And last but not least, when and where can we expect 
to find your book?

SR: Dark Passages: Tristan and Karen is available for only 
$1.99 in a variety of ebook formats through Bloodhorse 
Press (www.bloodhorsepress.com), Smashwords (http://
www.smashwords.com/books/view/41433) and affiliated 
online retailers. It’s also available for Kindle here: http://
www.amazon.com/Dark-Passages-Tristan-Brethren-ebook/
dp/B004MYFNDE/ref=sr_1_29?ie=UTF8&qid=1297351074
&sr=8-29 and for the Nook here: http://search.barnesand-
noble.com/books/e/2940012632159/?itm=1&USRI=sara
+reinke%2c+dark+passages. It’s also coming soon in trade 
paperback (Kimberly Killion’s gorgeous cover design in full 
6x9 glossy glory—how cool!) for $5.99—see my website, 
www.sarareinke.com for purchase links and more details!

SQAI WITH JENNIFER TAYLOR

RR: Let’s start out by getting the name of your newest 
release and what genre/category it falls into:

JT: Eternal Hearts falls into the Dark Paranormal Romance 
genre.

RR: Can you describe your heroine in 3 words? 

JT: Strong. Vulnerable. Determined.

RR: Can you describe your hero in 3 words? 

JT: Hopeful. Loyal. Complicated.

RR: What is one unique trait about your heroine? 

JT: Toni is always trying to be a better person, regardless of 
her undead state.

RR: What is one unique trait about your hero? 

JT: Drake might just be the most loyal person on the face of 
the planet.

RR: What is the sexiest trait of the main man in your new-
est book?

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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JT: He doesn’t hide his feelings when he realizes he’s falling 
for the heroine. 

RR: What’s the heat level of your book? 

JT: Hot and spicy!

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal elements 
are in your book? 

JT: Vampires, Paladins (protectors of humanity), and Were-
wolves.

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe one 
interesting scene in your book in less than two sentenc-
es?

JT: Drake tries to help Toni jumpstart the human functions 
of her body again (heartbeat, body heat, etc.) She ends up 
losing articles of clothing…and so does he.  

RR: List three adjectives that describe your book as a 
whole:

JT: Dark. Deceptive. Unexpected.

RR: Can you name one unique element about your book?

JT: The chessboard has real people on it. ;)

RR: Can you sum up the book in 2 sentences or less? 

JT: Toni Tutoro just wants to go home. To the city where 
she died, where her human family was murdered, and to 
a dangerous man she’s never met…who’ll love her in ways 
she thought were lost the day her heart stopped beating. 

RR: Please finish this sentence: The best thing about be-
ing an author is

JT: Sharing the Darkness Within world with my readers.

RR: And last but not least, when and where can we expect 
to find your book?

JT: Eternal Hearts releases on June 1, 2011. You’ll be able 
to find it in print at most online retail bookstores (you can 
order in-store via the ISBN 9780982432112), and in e-
Book format at Amazon (Kindle), B&N (nook), All Romance 
E-Books, OmniLit, Smashwords, MobiPocket, Sony Reader 
Store, iBookstore, Kobo Store, and various e-Book retailers. 

SQAI WITH KAREN E TAYLOR

RR: Let’s start out by getting the name of your newest 
release and what genre/category it falls into.

KT: HUNGER: The Vampire Legacy, an omnibus edition of 
the first two books in the series. They were originally pub-
lished as horror, since the first book preceded the “Paranor-
mal Romance” genre by just a little bit.

RR: Can you describe your heroine in 3 words?

KT: Independent, old-fashioned, secretive.

RR: Can you describe your hero in 3 words? 

KT: Intelligent, aggressive, inquisitive

RR: What is one unique trait about your heroine?

KT: She isn’t the scorching hot vampire she may be de-
scribed as.  In her eyes, she is small, scrawny and plain. The 
vampire “glamour” is what makes her attractive to humans.

RR: What is one unique trait about your hero?

KT: He loves Fettuccine Alfredo, the more garlic, the better. 

RR: What is the heat level of your book? 

KT: On the hotter side of sweet and romantic.

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal elements 
are in your book?

KT: Vampires.

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe one 
interesting scene in your book in less than two sentenc-
es?

KT: A mugger surprises Deirdre outside of a brownstone in 
NYC.  She surprises him back.

RR: Can you name one unique element about your book?

KT: You actually get two books in one -- no waiting for the 
sequel!

RR: Please finish this sentence: The best thing about be-
ing an author is

KY: hearing from readers and knowing I’ve brought enjoy-
ment and entertainment to their lives.

RR: And last but not least, when and where can we expect 
to find your book? 

KT: HUNGER has a release date of June 28, 2011 and can be 
found everywhere online and in brick front book stores as 
well.

Night Owl Reviews
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VOODOO
Recently while browsing in a store, I came across a voodoo doll kit.  
Given	my	irritation	with	an	individual	at	that	moment,	I	toyed	with	
the idea to get it, put their name on it and use it as a pincushion.  
Logic stepped in and squashed the thought.  But given the pain in 
my back when I got up that morning, maybe they’d already come 
up with the idea and acted on it.
     When I started to look for ideas for this month’s column, the 
memory of the doll came back and sent my mind wandering down 
Voodoo Lane.  What is voodoo, really?  Most of us have seen the 
movies	with	pins	sticking	out	of	dolls,	frenzied	dance	scenes	that	
attempt	to	bring	forth	an	evil	deity,	but	usually	end	in	lots	of	lust,	
and those movies glorifying the dripping blood of animals (or 
sometimes	human)	sacrifice.
					It	turns	out	voodoo	is	a	legitimate	religion	and	though		the	exact	
origins are unknown, it is generally thought the roots of spirit wor-
ship originated in Africa and is 
possibly	as	old	as	the	continent	
itself.		Sometimes	it	is	written,	
Vondous, Vodou or Vondun, 
but most in the western world 
are familiar with the term 
‘voodoo.’  It means “spirit” 
in the language of Benin, formally known as Dahomey, which is 
considered the cradle of the religion.  A ‘spirit’ religion, it probably 
evolved	through	time	in	the	traditions	of	ancestor	worship	and	
animism.		In	a	nation	that	once	banned	it,	voodoo	is	now	one	of	
the	official	religions	of	Benin.
     The religion that started in Africa traveled around the world with 
slavery.  Enslaved Africans turned to familiar spirits to help them 
endure	the	gruesome	conditions	of	their	new	life.		The	familiar	
became	mixed	with	their	forced	exposure	to	the	Christian	beliefs	of	
their	masters.		Today,	forms	of	voodoo	are	practiced	in	Africa,	the	
Caribbean, Central America, South America and North America, es-
pecially	in	New	Orleans.		It	has	grown	into	a	very	different	religion	
than the one that started in Africa.
					In	Haiti,	slaves	from	various	locations	in	Africa	fused	their	differ-
ent	beliefs	into	a	new	‘spirit’	religion	and	compiled	it	with	Native	
American	traditions	as	well	as	the	Catholic	practices	of	the	land	
owners.
This resulted in Catholic saints playing a part in voodoo, but very 
different	from	the	ones	sainted	by	the	Vatican.			For	example,	St.	
Peter is Papa Leba, the gatekeeper of the world.

					Wade	Davis,	a	National	Geographic	Explorer-in-Residence	ex-
tensively	studied	Haitian	voodoo.		He	says,	“Voodoo	characteristic	
are	elastic.		In	a	sense,	it’s	very	much	a	lived	oral	tradition,	based	
on the dynamic charisma of individuals, all against a backdrop of 
established	practices	of	belief.”
					Voodoo	believes	in	‘spirits’	among	the	living	and	the	relationship	
between the living and the dead is the true essence of the religion.  
The	souls	of	the	deceased	act	as	intermediaries	between	God	(Loa)	
and the living.  The faithful serve these spirits and to disobey them 
is done at great risk. 
					When	voodoo	moved	to	New	Orleans	it	became	reflective	of	the	
eclectic	culture	unique	to	that	area.		When	one	thinks	of	voodoo	
and the city, a name that springs to mind is Marie Laveau, the 
Creole Voodoo Queen.  Turns out there were two Marie’s.  Marie I 
was born around 1794, the daughter of a white planter and a free 
Creole woman.  
     Marie I had numerous children, including Marie II, born in 1927.  
Though historians credit the mother as being more powerful, both 

women worked to create 
the voodoo queen reputa-
tion.		
     True voodoo isn’t the 
Hollywood version of curses 
and	zombies.		It	is	a	com-

plex	religion	of	spells	and	worship.		Vodou,	or	Voodoo	represents	
the	humor	spirit	and	defiance	against	oppression.
     Messenger dolls are used in some ceremonies with a prayer 
request	attached	to	the	doll	with	the	hopes	and	ancestral	spirit	will	
hear the prayer and grant the wish.
     As for voodoo dolls we are more familiar with, they are said 
to	be	used	in	black	magic	with	the	intent	to	inflict	harm	upon	
enemies.		Hair	or	nail	clippings	are	stuffed	into	cloth	or	wax	dolls	
to associate it with the person.  When a pin is stuck in the doll, the 
person will feel an associated pain in that area.
					So	the	next	time	I	see	a	voodoo	doll	kit,	I’ll	remember	that	to	
use it is crossing toward the dark side, and I really don’t want to go 
there.  Instead, I’ll just let karma deal with the individual who ‘done 
me’	wrong.		After	all,	what	goes	around	comes	around!

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Award	winning	author,	Lizzie	T.	Leaf	enjoys	writing	Paranormal/
Fantasy with a twist of humor.  Emerging Magic, the second book 
in the Magical Love series is set to release late August or early Sep-
tember	by	Passion	in	Print	Press.	www.lizzietleaf.com

The religion that started in Africa traveled 
around the world with slavery. 

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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WRITER’S BLOCK
The psychological principle is this: 
anyone can do any amount of work, 
provided it isn’t the work he is 
supposed to be doing at that mo-
ment.—Robert Benchley (“How to 
Get Things Done,” in Chips off the 
Old Benchley, 1949)
     Writing became such a process of 
discovery that I couldn’t wait to get 
to work in the morning:  I wanted to 
know what I was going to say.  ~Sha-
ron O’Brien
     If you drew a blank, what exactly 
does it look like?
     I don’t know about you. All writ-
ers have this special malady we 
are all affected with. No doctor can 
prescript meds to cure this. Normal 
people, who do not understand 
the writer’s mind set,  may never 
understand this debilitating  condi-
tion that all writers (in some shape 
or form) have. The so-called normal 
people will never have this tragedy 
happen to them. They wonder why 
a writer ever would have it? The 
disease is WRITER’S BLOCK.
     You may scoff and laugh at me 
now. However, there is NO CURE 
for Writer’s Block. There also isn’t a 
foundation or a twelve-step program 
of this crippling and dreaded dis-
ease.  There are also no symptoms. It 
can strike any writer at any time and 
without warning.
     If a writer says to you, they don’t 
ever have it, they are LYING! Now 

I am not saying they have it daily, 
weekly or even monthly. However, 
they do have it!
     It usually hits me when I have to 
start working on my “To Be or What” 
newspaper columns. To Be or What 
is usually op-ed (Opinion -Editorial) 
pieces. The newspaper syndicate 
usually wants four to six weeks’ 
worth in advance. About the fourth 
column in, a weird thing starts to 
happen. My mind tends to draw a 
blank of what I was to write. My 
ideas and notes seem to not make 
much sense to me anymore. The 
research I have done seem a wasted 
effort. My previous notes make no 
sense at all to me.  My mind cannot 
tell my fingers what to do on the 
keyboard.
     Now you must understand that 
I am on the computer six to eight 
hours a day writing. A block does 
happen . . .  Not every day, but it 
DOES happen!  Also I am an S.O.P 
(Some Opinionated Person). I have 
thoughts about many subjects I want 
to talk about in my writing. I have 
notions what I want to say. However, 
when the block hits, my brain S L 
O W S D O W N. My world goes into 
slow motion. The world around us 
speeds up.  Time still moves . . .  But 
I am stuck in a time warp. The blank 
screen of the computer acts like a 
siren’s call. It says “Please put your 
words on the page!” ...nevertheless,  
in trying to provoke myself to type 
something, NOTHING  comes out. I 

feel like a mute.
     Is there a way to improve the con-
dition of this disease? NO, there isn’t 
a cure at this time . . . there are fixes 
that may help.
     One of the best I know of is to get 
up and walk away from your com-
puter. I do not mean read Facebook 
or My Space, answer email, play 
a computer game, Twitter, try to 
edit another piece of work . . . JUST 
WALK AWAY! Go outside if you want, 
even if it is on a deck or a patio. Sit 
and think, sometimes the ideas will 
come back. If not, go for a walk or 
drive. Use reverse psychology, don’t 
think about writing ideas . . . and 
they may reappear!
     One person told me this, when I 
did a writer’s workshop panel on 
blocks. “When I get blocked. I  can 
phone another writer friend and talk 
about it.  It usually helps!”
     I replied “Support is a great thing, 
I have others I network with all the 
time. In my opinion, who wants to 
hear another writer complain that 
you cannot write today because you 
are blocked up.”
     So the next time a fellow writer 
says he or she is blocked . . . you may 
want to just hug them. Then tell that 
person that you understand totally.
     Until next time, reach for the stars

Night Owl Reviews
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City of Ruins	by	Kristine	
Kathryn Rusch is the second 
book that features her char-
acter, Boss, who loves to dive 
derelict	spacecrafts.		In	this	
sequel to her popular, Diving 
Into The Wreck,	Boss	and	her	team	have	come	to	investigate	
the	city	of	Vaycehn	where	archeologists	have	died	exploring	the	
endless	caves	below	the	city.	“Death	holes”	explode	into	the	
city for no apparent reason and Boss believes that the mysteri-
ous and dangerous Stealth Tech is involved. While searching 
for what the death holes are, she will uncover more than she 
expects	that	will	change	her	and	her	universe	forever.	
     The story is very tense and when Boss dives into the ships 
(especially	dealing	with	the	underground	scenes),	you	get	a	
strong sense of danger and almost claustrophobia as Boss de-
scribes her work. The lead character, Boss, is a strong character 
who	makes	mistakes,	but	is	very	practical	and	is	more	of	a	loner	
than	a	member	of	a	team.	At	times	she	reminds	me	of	Temper-
ance from the TV series, Bones,	as	she	is	has	a	hard	time	relat-
ing	to	her	team.	It	is	also	interesting	to	see	how	she	compares	
to her team and the Captain. The history of the ship and tech-
nology	is	interesting	as	well	and	will	keep	readers	looking	for	
more	to	see	what	the	ramifications	will	be	from	each	discovery.	
The	writing	is	simple	and	doesn’t	bog	down	though	at	times	the	
story does slow down on the pace due to what is happening on 
the ship or underground. 
					Highly	recommend	for	fans	of	sci-fi,	adventure	and	those	
who would be fascinated by “diving” on a derelict ships I give 
this one 4 starts out of five. I would also recommend picking up 
the	first	book	as	it	is	just	as	good	as	this	one.		
 
Haven	by	Joel	Shepherd	is	the	fourth	and	final	book	in	A	Trial	
of Blood and Steel series. This is the epic conclusion to the 
final	battle	between	Arosh’s	arm	and	serrin	loyalists.	Sashandra	
feels	dishonored	after	seeing	the	carnage	the	Regent’s	armies	
are	inflicting	upon	her	former	allies.	Sasha	ends	up	defecting	
and	taking	three	quarters	of	the	Lenayin	army	to	fight	with	the	
other	side	while	leaving	her	brothers	to	fight	for	the	Regent.	As	
the forces now converge on the city of Jahnd (meaning “haven” 
in	Enoran)	,	the	city	becomes	humanity’s		refugees	in	Saalshen.	
Sasha	must	lead	a	delegation	to	the	neighboring	capital	to	com-

bat	the	xenophobic	city’s	regime	
retreat	into	isolation	and	convince	
them to defy their leaders and 
rise	up	in	rebellion	to	fight	a	in	a	
war that the city’s people do not 
want. To save Saaslshen and all 

she loves, Sasha must become a true Lenay warlord. She must 
become a uncompromising and ruthless and face a possible 
future of assuming a throne she does not want while leading 
her	people	in	the	greatest	battle	the	land	has	ever	seen.	
     Recommended for readers who like their fantasy with plenty 
of	military	action	and	politics	and	a	strong	female	lead.	I	give	it	
3 stars.

Magic Slays	by	Ilona	Andrews	is	book	five	in	the		Kate	Daniels	
urban fantasy series. It is one of my favorite series that I highly 
recommend	for	fans	of	a	strong	female	lead,	great	supporting	
characters	with	stories	filled	with	lots	of	action,	violence,	a	bit	
of mystery and even humor.  The world building is awesome 
and the authors use more than the standard tropes of were-
wolves and vampires. They use mythology and folklore from 
around the world instead of just the more common ones used 
in most urban fantasy. They even manage to give a twist with 
their use of vampires. 
					In	this	specific	book,	Kate	has	to	deal	with	the	consequences	
of	her	actions	from	the	last	book	while	also	having	to	deal	with	
family issues. On top of that, she no longer works for the Order 
of Knights and is desperate for clients as the Order is disparag-
ing her good name. Then Atlanta’s premier Master of the Dead 
calls to ask for help when a vampire goes loose. As it turns out, 
it	is	not	an	isolated	incident	and	soon	Kate	finds	herself	em-
broiled in a mystery where it looks like there is no one to trust 
and that will put all that she holds dear in danger. 
     This novel showcases a lot of the various supernatural 
groups that make up Atlanta’s power structure as well as a 
more	in	depth	look	of	how	one	choice	can	affect	a	family	for	
both good and ill. I appreciate a story that shows that even af-
ter	winning	(or	surviving	a	battle)	that	there	are	consequences	
to	a	person’s	choices	or	actions	that	affect	not	only	her,	but	
those around her.  I give this one five stars as it is rated as a 
keeper.

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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Kimberly Killion 
Suspense with a bit of Romance  
(Ok, a lot of Romance) thrown in

Some of you might have noticed the cover of my latest book, 
RAVEN’S KISS, on the Night Owl website or on the internet.  
Well, the lady who designed the cover, KIMBERLY KILLION, 
is not only a fabulous graphic artist, but also an author of 
suspenseful romantic historicals! Kimberly is one author I 

just knew I had to spotlight here, 
even though she’s far from a new 
author – quite the contrary!
     She’s an award-winning author 
who’s been hailed by Romantic 
Times Magazine as an author who 
writes “captivating romance with 
excellent pacing and 
characters who are 
honorable, intelligent 
and full of humanity.” 
Her debut book, Her 
One Desire (Kens-
ington 2008), was 
nominated for the 

romance-publishing industry’s highest award of 
distinction, the RITA® Award. Her One Desire 
won the 2009 Booksellers Best Award for both 
Long Historical and Best First Book. In addition, 
Kimberly’s writing received an Award of Merit in 
the 2009 & 2010 HOLT Medallion. She was rec-
ognized in the 2009 National Readers’ Choice 
Awards, the 2009 Golden Quill Awards, and 
the 2009 More Than Magic Contest. Romantic 
Times Magazine awarded Kimberly’s second 
Scottish-set novel, Highland Dragon (Kensington 
2009), with the K.I.S.S. Award and said this is “a 
tale to cherish.”
     Here’s a brief teaser on MY CURSED HIGH-
LANDER, scheduled for indie release this July:

On the suggestion of a soothsayer, Laird Taveon 
Kraig travels to Italy to recover a magic amulet 

needed to break a curse be-
fore it kills his twin brother’s 
pregnant wife during child-
birth, like it has killed all oth-
ers in his family for a hundred 
years. 

Viviana Gorini Dè Medici 
Martinus Da Vincenza, a blind 
sculptor and the ward of Lo-
renzo the Magnificent, owns 
the amulet and uses its magic 
to see through other people’s 
eyes. She’s survived two bad 
marriages without getting 
pregnant and is considered 
barren. She’s determined not 

to wed again.

Taveon cannot bring 
himself to take Viviana’s 
sight from her by taking 
the amulet. Because Ta-
veon believes she’s pro-
tected from the curse, 
he offers marriage and 
plays on Lorenzo’s su-
perstitions to force Vivi-
ana to return with him 
to Scotland. Taveon has 
trouble gaining Viviana’s 
affections because she 
hated being married and 
continually compares 
him to her previous 
husbands. Their mutual 
attraction becomes im-
possible to fight, but will 
the love that grows on 
their journey be enough 
to break the curse and 
save them all?

Night Owl Reviews
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Sewing Mystery

Tracy Sharp     Now if that doesn’t reek of sus-
pense, what does?  And, here’s a 
teaser on her novella, HIS MAGICK 
TOUCH: 

Sorcha’s husband is easily the mean-
est cur alive. He blamed her for every 
misfortune that befell his clan since 
he took her to wife four years past. 
And now the bastard is determined 
to kill her. If she were half the witch 
he accused her of being, then she 
might possess the power to save 
herself, but Da had ousted her grand-
mum from the clan before she taught 
Sorcha the Pagan ways. She is certain 
of only one thing—if she lives long 
enough to become a widow, she will never take another husband.

Keiran, the Falconer of Barra, knew he and Sorcha were worlds apart 
in station—he, the son of a crofter, and she, 
the eldest daughter of the chieftain—but he’d 
spent the past seven years of his life trying to 
change his stars. Everything he’d done had 
been for her. He’d fought and killed for the 
clan and learned the Pagan ways, for her. And 
now that he’d saved her life and took her pain 
away, the foolish wench accused him of doing 
it all for the chieftainship.

Will Keiran’s gentle touch crush the last of her 
resistance? Or will Sorcha’s husband hunt her 
down and kill her before she discovers the 
depth of Keiran’s love?

     Her May release, CARIBBEAN SCOT, is 
another fine blend of suspense and romance.
     Impressive, no? And there’s more.
     Kimberly is also a talented graphic artist (as evidenced by the covers 
pictured here) with her own website, www.HOTDAMNDESIGNS.com   In 
addition to designing her own covers, she’s also designed for loads of 
other authors, myself (Raven’s Kiss) Kristen Painter’s DARK KISS OF 
THE REAPER, Megan Hatfield’s CLAIMING THE DRAGON and the entire 
Ashley Garner series, oh, and DARK COVENANT by Gillian Doyle, to 
name a few! Wow!
     Kim resides in Illinois with her two children and a gaggle of cats.(No 
wonder my blogging cat, Rocco, loves her!). She’s a member of Romance 
Writers of America® and Missouri RWA. 
     Do check out Kimberly, her writings and her art at her website: www.
kimberlykillion.com
     You won’t be disappointed!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Toni LoTempio – admin by day, writer by night, Toni is the author of 
several paperback and e-books of romantic and paranormal suspense 
– check out her website at www.tonilotempioauthor.webs.com  and her 
cat’s blog: www.catsbooksmorecats.blogspot.com for info on her, her 
books and her latest, NO REST FOR THE WICCA, and MY SUPERHERO 
SISTER, both available at amazon.com and barnes&noble.com.

www.NightOwlReviews.com



16

NICOLA CORNICK
This month, I once again attended the Season in London, 
courtesy of Nicola Cornick. Her new book, “Notorious” is 
a great romance about a woman who allows herself to be 
paid in order to break up unsavory matches. Her newest 
case leads her back into the sights, and arms, of her former 
husband, and London’s 
biggest rake, James 
Devlin. As her luck would 
have it, Susanna, or Lady 
Carew as she’s known 
for this job, has to steal 
away Marquis Fitzwilliam 
Alton from her very own 
ex-sister-in-law.
     Secrets begin to unrav-
el just as Susanna is in the 
homestretch of having her 
job completed. She panics, 
but refuses to quit. Two 
children are depending 
on her to keep them from 
the poorhouse. Soon, the 
truth comes out. Susanna 
finds herself once again 
in love with Devlin, who 
wants her back. Can the 
couple overcome all the 
lies, the deceit, and live 
happily ever after? Well, 
read the book and find 
out!

How did you get into writing historicals? Is that the 
only genre you write?

I’ve always been fascinated by history and I studied it at 
college so writing historicals seemed like a natural fit for me. 
At the moment it’s the only genre I write in, although I’ve 
written in a number of different historical eras, which feels 
like writing very different books. That said, I’d quite like to 

branch out into other genres at some time in the future. I’ve 
always been interested in the paranormal…

What sort of research do you do before beginning a new 
story?

I’ve been writing historicals for 15 years so I have built up 
a lot of general knowledge about the Regency era that I can 

draw on for each book. I still enjoy reading about it and 
researching it, though! Most of the research I do at the 
start of a story tends to be book-specific. For “Notori-
ous”, for example, I researched the law relating to an-
nulment of marriages in Scotland in the early 19th cen-
tury since this was different from English law. For “One 
Wicked Sin”, I researched the experience of Napoleonic 
prisoners of war in Britain. I love the research – it’s a 
fascinating part of the job! I post up some “behind the 
book” information about my research on my website at 
www.nicolacornick.co.uk and I also share cool histori-
cal factoids on my blog and Facebook!

Where does your inspiration come from?

All sorts of places! A lot of my 
ideas come from little snippets 
of information I discover in my 
reading; the book I wrote about 
the national lottery came about 
when I saw a line about Regency 
bookshops selling lottery tickets. 
Sometimes a place will inspire a 
story idea. That’s what happened 
with “Whisper of Scandal” when 
I went to Spitsbergen in Norway 
and realised that I wanted to set 
a book there. Sometimes I will 
read something in the newspa-
per that has historical parallels. 
I studied celebrity, for example, 
and realised that just as there is 

a celebrity culture today, so there was a cult of celebrity in 
the early 19th century. I’ve used that idea in several books. I 
love the fact that almost anything can spark a story idea and 
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there I am reaching for my notebook to scribble it down!

What is your writing style like? Do you like to use an out-
line or freestyle? A certain pattern for writing, (music, 
scents, a specific place) or do you just write when the 
urge comes?

I’m told that I have a distinctive and original voice although 
I’m not exactly sure how I would describe my writing style… 
Perhaps it would 
be better to ask 
others to do that. 
My writing has 
been described as 
witty, emotional and 
intensely romantic, 
which is lovely!
     I have to write 
an outline for each 
book as part of my 
contract but when 
it comes down to 
starting the actual 
story I find I tend to 
have an initial idea 
and then I just set 
off and see what 
happens. I write my-
self into the char-
acters during the 
early chapters and 
then once I have 
got to know them 
in greater depth I go back over the story 
to add detail and fill them out. Although 
I’m a “write into the mist” sort of author, 
I do try to write in a disciplined fashion, 
starting early in the morning and putting 
in the hours to meet my word count.

Who is your favorite author? Your 
favorite book?

That’s such a difficult question because 
there are so many! I think Mary Stewart 
is probably my all time favourite author 
for her mix of romance and suspense and 
the fabulous way that she creates atmo-
sphere. And I love Daphne Du Maurier’s 
books as well, especially Frenchman’s 
Creek. There are so many current ro-
mance authors whose books I enjoy; Anna 
Campbell, Cara Elliott, Laurel McKee to 
name but a few, and Sarah Morgan’s books are autobuys for 
me.

What advice to you have for fellow authors trying to suc-
ceed in such an uncertain venue?

Based on my own experience I would advise an aspiring 
author never to give up. It took me 12 years to get published; 
you have to be determined, believe in yourself and keep go-
ing!

How did it feel when you learned you were a best seller? 
Do you remember who told you, what you were doing at 
the time?

A writer friend of mine who had just seen the bestseller lists 
rang me up in great excitement! I think my initial reaction 

was to be a bit 
stunned. It had 
been a long time 
coming but it was 
all the sweeter 
for that because 
I felt I really had 
worked hard for 
it. Once the news 
had sunk in I 
went out with my 
family to cel-
ebrate!

Has anything 
changed since 
you became a 
best seller?

Not really. I still 
try to write every 
day and write the 
very best book 
I can. And I still 

feel hugely fortunate to be able to do a 
job I love and to hear from my wonder-
ful readers.

Did you always see writing as a ca-
reer or just something you loved to 
do?

I didn’t set out intending to be a profes-
sional writer. I wrote for pleasure and 
because it was and still is a compulsion; 
without writing, my life feels out of bal-
ance. It was also something that I loved 
doing and I was determined that one 
day I would be published. I was always 
serious about my writing, even when I 
could only do it in my spare time after a 
long day at the office. It was important 

to me and it was something that I did whole-heartedly from 
the first. Eventually I was lucky enough for it to become my 
full time career.

Do you like to hear from your fans on social networking 
sites? If so, list the addresses or websites.
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I love it! It’s the thing 
that keeps me going 
because writing can 
be such an isolated 
business. I love chat-
ting with readers 
on my blog at www.
nicolacornick.co.uk/
blog where we talk 
about everything from 
reading and writing 
to obscure historical 
facts. I’m also on Face-
book  http://www.
facebook.com/nicola.
cornick and Twitter @
NicolaCornick. Please 
come and chat with 
me!

What current projects are you working on?

I’m currently writing the final book in the Scandalous Women 
of the Ton series. It’s called “Forbidden”. This is the first time 
I’ve talked about the new book! The heroine of “Forbidden” is 
a maidservant who discovers that she is nobly born when she 
inherits an estate and a title. It’s rare for a woman to inherit a 
title in the British peerage but not impossible – there are cur-
rently about half a dozen female peeresses in their own right. 
In taking up her inheritance, my heroine displaces the man 
who has been brought up to believe that the land and title 
was his. And he is the one who has to coach Marguerite in her 
duties and her new role as Countess… The sparks fly!

What was your favorite book to write?

That’s a tough question! I’ve loved writing all the Scandalous 
Women series because I got so involved with my heroines 

and their gorgeous 
heroes that I never 
wanted the series to 
finish.  I particularly 
liked the first book, 
“Whisper of Scan-
dal”, and the fourth, 
“Notorious”, because 
it has such a wicked, 
rakish hero in James 
Devlin. He’s in need of 
the right woman and 
in Susanna he really 
meets his match!

How did you get into 
writing? At what 
age?

I’ve been writing since 

I was a child and used 
to love English and his-
tory lessons at school. I 
think that at one stage 
I got a bit carried away 
and tried to put as 
many adjectives and 
adverbs as I could in 
my school essays until 
my teacher asked me 
if I had swallowed a 
dictionary! I started 
writing my first histori-
cal romance at the age 
of eighteen and read it 
to my college friends 
over late-night cups of 
coffee. Writing is some-
thing I feel as though I 
have always done.

What do your family and friends think of you being a 
published author?

They are all immensely supportive and proud of me and I 
can’t tell you how much I appreciate their love and encour-
agement.

Do you have a literary agent? If so, what advice would 
you give starting authors who are in the market for an 
agent?

For the first half dozen years of my writing career I didn’t 
have an agent as I was writing historical series books for 
Mills & Boon and there wasn’t much flexibility over contracts. 
Once I started writing single titles I signed up with a literary 
agent. By then of course I had a track record so it was easier 
for me. I imagine it’s very difficult getting an agent when 
you start out so kudos to those who achieve this as it is so 
competitive. I think it’s important to choose an agent who 
understands your writing and where you want to go with it 
and not to sign up with someone unless you are very sure it 
is the right move.

How do you decide which publishing house to sign with? 
Advice for other authors?

Again I think it’s important to sign with an editor who has 
the vision to see not only what you are doing with your cur-
rent project but also wants to help you develop a long term 
career. I would advise new authors to talk to as many of their 
colleagues as they can to get a feel for the different publish-
ing houses and what they offer. Most authors are very gener-
ous with their experience and very willing to help, which is 
one of the many things I love about the romance community.

Thank you very much for inviting me here today! I’ve enjoyed 
the interview very much!
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Michael	Chiarello’s	Bottega,	 
Bold	Italian	Flavors	from	the	Heart	of	California’s	Wine	Country

Let me begin by saying my son is a pasta eater. I really believe 
he could live on pasta. I was so excited to get this cookbook 
imagining all of the new pasta recipes that would be pressed 
between the hardback covers. I must digress to point out that 
this is one of the highest quality cookbooks I’ve ever read. 
The pages are thick, the pictures are beautiful and the cover 
is gorgeous. While those things alone 
do not an awesome cookbook make, it 
was nice to see. 
     The book starts out with a pantry 
list. Things you should keep on hand 
to make impromptu meals when your 
friends and family drop by. Great list- 
read it over. I loved the history behind 
the cookbook and the chef. There is a 
heart warming story here. I’ll let you 
read that on your own. The handwrit-
ten script on top of the photographs is 
romantic and a great touch. I do wish 
the text would have been a bit bigger. 
My son will have no problem reading it 
when I buy him a copy but then again, 
he’s only twenty-two. If you don’t have 
reading glasses already, you’ll need 
them after trying to read this print. 
     On to the recipes. The book is well 
laid out and there are pictures of the 
finished product, which I think is a 
must in any cookbook. In some cases there are even step by 
step pictures- fabulous. I have to admit that this book intimi-
dated me ever so slightly. This man is a famous chef and I live 
in a part of the country where grits and gravy are staples. 
Chef Chirarello did himself proud, and simple, while explain-
ing the fine art of cooking Italian and I for one appreciated it. 
     One of my favorite finds in this cookbook is the art of 
muddling. I’d never heard the term until I ordered a drink at 
a local bar. I love learning new things and Chef Chirarello not 
only mentions muddling, but explains how to do it too.  (Yes, 

I’ve been practicing and yes, I’m good at it!) 
     The tips, more than the actual recipes, astounded me in 
this book. Just when I think I know the terms and shortcuts, 
I find more. I doubt I’ll ever cook octopus or porchetta (a 
whole suckling pig) but I have used so much that I read about 
in this cookbook. I’ve even ventured into making homemade 

pasta. How about that for super cool?

Featured Tip
Muddling- p 210
(Paraphrasing here)

Don’t crush or bruise the leaves of 
your mint or basil. Instead coax out 
the oil for maximum flavor. Strip the 
leaves of any stems, put them into a 
tumbler. Rub the muddle against the 
sides massaging the leaves around 
and around until the smell rises. Read 
more about this art form when you 
buy the book!

***I began this review thinking there 
would be nothing in this book I would 
cook myself because it would be too 
complicated, but I was wrong. I’d 
recommend this Italian cookbook to 
anyone who loves pasta and more.***

Looking forward: Next month I’ll be reviewing Poor Girl 
Gourmet- eat in style with a bare bones budget. With chil-
dren going back to school and the economy the way it is- this 
couldn’t have come at a more perfect time!

Pamela
Reviewer/Freelance Writer
www.thefantasticfoodie.wordpress.com
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When you hear the word YA, obviously the first thing you 
think of is Young Adult. I am here to say that adults love 
YA just as much as droves of teens do. I myself have been 
reading young adult novels since I was a teenager and 
never quite got over the drama, the action, and the depth of 
emotion that can only be felt as keenly by someone going 
through puberty and the awkwardness that is to be a teen-
ager. Think about it...what do you love most about YA books? 
Is the love triangles? The Action? The ever popular para-
normal theme? The redemption? There are so many stories 
and endings that appeal to young adults because it validates 
the emotions, the feelings of having to go through being an 
awkward teenager, the multitude of options as you are trying 
to figure out who you are and who you want to be. Today I 
am going to share some teen reads that can be loved by teens 

and adults a like.
     The ever cliché and always mentioned Harry Potter Se-
ries by J.K. Rowling. I love this series because as Harry Pot-
ter grows up so do the conflicts and the themes of the books. 
They get darker and harder to figure out the further you get 
into the books, they are magical, to say the least.
     The Personal Demons Series by Lisa Desrochers. This 
series appeals to both groups because it has all the themes a 

teen could love and all 
the steam of a romance, 
minus the blatant sex. 
This books sensuality 
sneaks up on you and 
you are fanning your-
self over a kiss, just like 
you did in high school.
     The Mercy Falls 
Series by Maggie Stief-
vater. The poetic mag-
nitude of this author as-
tounds me. She turns a 
YA novel into a work of 
art that makes you feel 
like you should be in a 
library or at a museum. 
Teens and adults will 
feel like they have been 

intellectually enriched 
when reading these books. 
They are beautiful, moving, 
and breathe taking for any 
one, of any age, to read.
     These series are truly 
some of my favorite books, 
of many on a long list of fa-
vorites. They will reach out 
to teens and make adults 
feel like it’s ok to read them 
if they are a bit ashamed. If 
you are an adult who loves 
YA, put your hand up and 
be proud, reading of all 
kinds is for everyone!

------------------------

Monica is a lover of books and is currently serving her coun-
tery abroad!
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ANTHOLOGIES  
FOR YOUR READING 

PLEASURE
Last month I attended the Romance Writers of America 
conference in New York. Over 2000 romance authors and 
industry people attended the event! That sounds like a lot, 
until you realize there are thousands more authors you’ve 
never heard of. 
     I’m not only a writer, I’m an avid reader, too, and from 
time to time I get very excited when I discover a new author. 

One way to find new authors is 
through the use of anthologies. As 
promised last month, I compiled a 
list of anthologies for this month’s 
column. An anthology is basically 
a compilation of short stories sold 
together in one book. Often, there 
may be a central theme to the sto-
ries. For instance, I’ve seen themes 
around holidays such as Christmas, 
special days such as Father’s Day 
or Mother’s Day, or as in the case of 
the anthologies I told you about in 
June, all the stories included char-
acters in interracial relationships.
There are two main reasons I like 
anthologies: 

1) They’re a good way to discover 
and sample new authors. I’ve 
searched for other works by an 
author if I enjoyed what they wrote 
in an anthology. 

2) Sometimes I’m in the mood for 
a quick read, and the individual 
stories in an anthology whet my 
appetite for romance without hav-

ing to carve out hours in my day. 
The list below offers the opportu-
nity to discover dozens of authors 
in the romance genre. I’m sure 
you’ll not only discover some new 
writers, but you’ll find some old 
favorites as well.

For all you werewolf fans, Parker 
Publishing has just the book 
for you. As if werewolves aren’t 
enough, there are vampires too. 
The tantalizing tales center around 
the French Quarter Hotel and 
Casino owned by a family of were-
wolves. Intrigued? Vegas Bites: A 
Werewolf Romance Anthology 
includes stories by some heavy hit-
ters in the paranormal genre: L.A. 
Banks, J.M. Jeffries, Seressia Glass, 
and Natalie Dunbar. 
     Mark your calendar for Holi-
day Fantasy, because it won’t be 
released until October 2011 from 
Kimani Press. Bestselling authors 
Kayla Perrin, Donna Hill, and Adri-
anne Byrd join forces to bring you 
three sexy stories to heat up your 
winter.
     The name says it all: Caliente! 
The Best Erotic Writing in Latin 
American Fiction. This book 
includes sensual and shocking 
excerpts meant to introduce you to 
a long list of Latin authors. You may 
find yourself in Mexico or a hotel 
in Chile. Wherever the setting, 
the stories and the writing won’t 
disappoint.
     Juicy Mangoes: Erotica Col-
lection explores the sexuality of 
Latinas through the lens of seven 
erotic tales. As with Caliente, you’re 
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Love	All	Year	Long

taken on a trip around the world, which includes holidays 
from Valentine’s Day to Christmas as the backdrop of each 
story. The book crushes stereotypes of Latin women and 
explores their sexuality in unconventional storylines, such 
as younger woman/older man. 
     There are more than ten stories in the Zane compilation, 
Honey Flava. In these super short stories, many of the char-
acters are Asian. If you know Zane’s work, you know these 
will be short and hot!
     Literary agent and editor Richard Lord put together nine-
teen stories from authors in Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, 
and Singapore for the The Best of Southeast Asian Erotica. 
Filled with short, hot, and sexy stories, this anthology intro-
duces you to bestselling authors in the erotica genre in Asia. 
It’s the follow up to The Best of Singapore Erotica.
     Editor Ama Ata Aidoo compiled African Love Stories: An 
Anthology. Get a glimpse into the lives, loves, and culture of 
African women. 
     What do men know about writing erotic romance? Find 
out in After Hours: A Collection of Erotic Writing by Black 
Men. Sex and romance from a male point of view—check it 
out, and you may find some new favorite romance authors 
in the group of nineteen.
     Happy reading!
---------------------

Delaney Diamond is the best-selling author of African-
American and interracial romance. Her second release in 

the Hot Latin Men series, Fight for Love, is now available. 
Enjoy free reads on her website at www.delaneydiamond.
com.
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Technology in the book publishing industry is constantly 
evolving. Gone are the days of packing multiple books to 
read while on vacation and using book covers to disguise 
edgy and explicit reading material. Through technology 
readers now consume books at an alarming rate per month 
via quick downloadable eBooks and audio-books in MP3 
downloads and Mp3-CD format. Almost all of the leading 
publishing houses offer most new release and slowly back-
list titles in print, eBook and unabridged/abridged audio-
book format.
     Even still there are a majority of readers that enjoy read-
ing a print book; I too like to curl up with a good book now 
and again. But moving into the digital world can open up a 
number of possibilities. In maintaining a digital eBook or 
audio-book library, a reader never has to worry about physi-
cal storage space for an ever growing library of print books. 
Nor does the vacationer have to worry about finding room 
in a suitcase for a few good reads 
or worse experiencing the loss of 
said book before finishing it. There 
is nothing worse than losing a 
book while on vacation. Well that’s 
when the power of digital eBooks 

and audio-books can be fully real-
ized. 
     Ebooks and audio-books are 
also excellent formats for our ever 
crowded lifestyles. There’s nothing 
better than Standing in line at the 
bank eight deep and just whipping 

out that Smartphone or whatever your device and enjoy a 
page or two while you creep to the head if the line. If you en-
dure daily long commute, an audio-book can make the time 
melt away as the narrator’s skillful rendition whisks you to 
exotic places. I took an hour long trip today and was thank-
ful for my iPod Touch because I listened to 2 hours of Magic 
Slays by Ilona Andrews; isn’t technology grand.
      If you are new to eBooks and audio-books and are look-
ing for free reads and listens, www.Overdrive.com has made 
a lot of strides in keeping up with technology. They have 
an app for most devices that offers access to mostly public 
library downloadable content via a library’s internet portals 
where library card holders may borrow downloadable DRM 
& NON-DRM eBooks, WMA & MP3 audio-books.  If purchas-
ing a downloadable audio-book is your preference, www. 

Ebooks - Audio Books - Print Books???
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Audible.com has an audible app for most devices that offers 
the largest selection of downloadable MP3 DRM audio-
books. If money is tight, there’s always www. Booksfree.com 
that offers audio-book and eBook rentals with a member-
ship subscription.
     If you prefer to purchase eBooks from one of the internet 
retailers, keep in mind that times have changed since the 
inception of eBooks and pricing from the major retailers 
is pretty consistent across the board. There are also many 
independent and self-publishing houses that offer a unique 
niche collection of print, eBooks and audio books for a read-
ers enjoyment.

     All three formats offer the convenience of working pretty 
seamlessly together. I sometimes like to start a book in 
audio-book format then switch to the eBook edition if I get 
tired of listening or need to perform quick searches of facts 
for a review. At other times I may start with the print edition 
and move to the audio-book at bedtime.  There have even 
been times that I found a book so riveting that I just had to 
experience the story through an audio-book narration to 
really appreciate the layers and texture of the tale; The Black 
Jewels Trilogy by Anne Bishop and the In Death Series by J. 
D. Robb as examples.
     Whether you enjoy print, eBooks or audio-books, the in-
dustry is constantly evolving to fill your reading needs. Why 
not try an eBook or audio-book today?
     Well, that pretty much wraps up this edition of Novel 
Technology “E-books and Technology Made Simple.” As 
always I hope that you find this information is helpful and 
have a pleasant reading experience. 
      I currently own a classic nook wifi-3G, an iPod Touch 4th 
Gen and an iPad wifi-3G. You would probably ask why so 
many, the nook is more for indoor reading for me, while the 
iPod touch is that on the go reading in line at the bank, wait-
ing for a movie to start etc and the iPad is used for long term 
review reading and annotating. I still purchase my favorite 
authors in Imprint books, but my library has grown expo-
nentially since I have embraced the eBook technology. 

Next Article “The Ins and Outs of Adobe Protected PDFs or 
What is an  .ASCM e-Book”

eBooks	Across	The	Genres
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What About Love?
Lifting the Veil Behind the Connection Between Characters

What brings people together in a story? What draws the 
characters together? In a “happily ever after” story, read-
ers expect a final commitment of love.
     The search for love propels a novel; it’s the holy grail 
of the romance 
genre. Yet, how 
does a writer cre-
ate realistic love?
     Out of all the 
people in the 
world, why do 
these two people 
(or in the case 
of my erotic 
paranormal “The 
Vampire, The 
Witch & The 
Werewolf: A New 
Orleans Three-
some” three) find 
the other and 
connect.
     Recently, at 
RWA Nationals 
in New York City, 
Michael Hauge 
presented several 
special two-hour seminars. In “From Identity to Essence: 
Love Stories and Transformation,” he addressed this 
subject. 
     People often cite that magical element of “chemistry” 
as the magic in a love-mold. When sparks fly between 
Julia Roberts and Richard Gere in “Pretty Woman,” we’re 
seeing the chemistry.
     Hauge shot down the theory. He argued that it’s the 
romantic interest seeing past the hero’s outer boundaries, 
disguises, fears, whatever has been constructed to hide 
the identity and fears, which he terms the character’s “es-

sence.” Note that in Hauge’s vocabulary, hero = the main 
character, the protagonist, which can be male or female 
(unlike romance who calls the female the heroine).
     What’s amazing is seeing the steps in my writing with-
out consciously following them. Days before attending 
the workshop, I printed pages from my novel that I would 
read July 1 as part of Ravenous Nights’ erotic series, which 
happens the first Friday of the month at the Happy End-
ing Lounge in New York.
     While practicing the scene, suddenly I recognized 
Hauge’s reveal – the lifting of the protective veil that my 
character Lily had placed over herself. It is at this mo-
ment, that the werewolf Trevor “sees” her for herself, and 

accepts her.
     Here’s the 
scene:
     “All Trevor 
could see reflected 
in Lily’s eyes was 
trust. She had 
come to them for 
help, and now she 
was willing to 
share this connec-
tion with him, and 
with them. She 
crawled under the 
covers, letting out 
a little nervous 
laugh. Her strik-
ing red hair fell 
over her face, and 
she put her head 
on the pillow.
     She left her face 
covered, as if she 
used it as a veil to 
hide her insecuri-

ties and shyness. Trevor pushed it aside, and cradling her 
head in his hands, drew her close to him to sample her 
kisses.
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     She tasted like strawberries and chocolate and spring-
time, and, blended with her own flavor, he caught the faint-
est hint of Lawrence.”  (“The Vampire, The Witch & The 
Werewolf: A New Orleans Threesome,” page 54).
     It is such a coincidence that I had chosen this scene to 
entice potential readers before attending Hauge’s ses-
sion? 
     The next book that I read was “The Surrender of a 
Lady,” by Tiffany Clare. In the historical romance, the 
proper English lady Elena is sold into slavery as a harem 
girl when her husband literally loses her while gambling. 
An old love and former fiancé Griffin Summerfield dis-
covers Elena, who takes on the name Jinan. While Jinan 
grows used to sharing her body in pleasure, she keeps 
her face hidden behind a veil. At the moment when both 
acknowledge the other’s true identity, there’s a literal lift-
ing of her veil:
     “We both know the truth. Yet we both choose not to 
speak of it. At least not outright.” She turned in his arms, 
wrapping her legs around him and locking her ankles at his 
back. One hand stretched up and she brushed her fingers 
through his hair, massaging his scalp in the process. “Noth-
ing more can come of this Rothburn.”
     “Because you refuse to share the full truth.” He closed his 
eyes, enjoying her soothing touch.
     “No. Not at all. The truth will only hurt us more in the 
end.” Her fingers trailed down his arms till she found one 

of his hands at her back. Taking it, she placed it behind her 
head. “Remove my hairpins.”
     His eyes drowsily looked into hers as though he could 
lock her in place. He didn’t give her a moment to change 
her mind and gripped both ends of the pins and pulled 
them free. The weight of the brass rings at the edge of the 
veil pulled it the rest of the way down. 
     His first thought was that she really hadn’t changed 
much over the last ten years. What was revealed was defi-
nitely his Elena” (page 151). 
     So what do you think of the concept? Try looking for 
the “unveiling” scene in the romances that you read (I’m 
sure that it’ll be difficult not to notice it now). When does 
the scene normally take place within a story? 
     Being inspired and learning about the craft is one of 
the best parts about attending conferences. The other is 
meeting fellow writers and readers who understand how 
crazy we really are. In 2012, RWA Nationals will be held 
in Anaheim, Calif. Hope to see you there!
     For those interested in learning more about Michael 
Hauge, visit his site, http://www.Storymastery.com.

___________________

Louisa Bacio’s latest novel, a f/f erotic contemporary “Sex 
University: All-Girls Academy,” is now available via Raven-
ous Romance.
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AMONG THIEVES 
by Douglas Hulick
Genre: Fantasy
Reviewed by:  Lilyraines

Among Thieves is reminiscent to 
me of Brent Weeks’ Night Angel 
books,	albeit	being	very	different	
from them. For me, it was more of 
the feeling of the book. Drothe is a 
reluctant	participant	in	the	events.	
However, he is the type of charac-
ter that will try to work things out 
in the best way possible for the 

most people - just like the Night Angel.
     Also like the Night Angel, Drothe has those that help him, 
even in a roundabout way. He has those he cares for, although 
he tends to stand apart from others.
					Drothe’s	world	is	dark,	often	times	dangerous,	and	he	is	
the kind of character that makes the best of things.
     I enjoyed this glimpse into Drothe’s world and I look for-
ward to reading more of Douglas Hulick’s books in the future.

BLOODY TIMES 
by James L. Swanson
Genre: YA 16+, History, Thriller
Reviewed by: Black Rose 

Well	first	of	all	I	would	like	to	start	
out by saying that this book is truly 
intriguing. As I am not a fan of real 
stories like these I was set to be dis-
appointed but I was not. I learned 
history facts in this book that you 
are not even taught in school. It 
was refreshing to learn about this 
countries histories that so few 

know the whole truth. I felt that this book should be included 
into all school and public libraries as it is a good source for 
students to use for papers and reports. I would also venture 
to	say	that	the	writing	techniques	used	by	the	author	would	
be very understandable by a young adult audience. This book 
will	leave	you	truly	captivated	and	wanting	to	learn	more.

REAL VAMPIRES DON’T WEAR 
SIZE SIX 
by	Gerry	Bartlett
Genre: Light Paranormal Romance
Reviewed by: Robin 

Glory St. Clair owner of the vintage 
clothing store called Vintage Vamp’s 
Emporium; she is also a 400+ year 
old vampire. Life is going good for 
Glory,	her	long	time	on-again	off-
again boyfriend and sire is ready to 
settle	down.	Her	store	is	running	

smoothly and her best friend is on her honeymoon. But things 
can change fast around Glory. The vampire council members 
want Glory to close her store and leave town because they 
believe	she	brings	too	much	attention	to	the	vampire	world.	
Then her friend Damian, who is also a member of the coun-
cil, asks Glory to help mentor a young girl who was turned 
vampire	against	her	will.	Penny	Patterson	is	nineteen	years	
old and has three degrees from UT. She is a brain but has 
no fashion sense, but Glory is determined to help her with 
that. Penny is not happy about being a vampire. She wants 
to change her twin sister and her parents so that they can be 
together for always. It is up to Glory to get her to change her 
mind.	As	if	having	to	train	a	new	fledgling	is	not	tough	enough	
the devil sends two demons to try and get Glory to become 
a	soul	harvester	for	him.	Lucifer	makes	her	an	offer	he	thinks	
she	can’t	turn	down…to	be	a	size	six	forever.	Glory	tells	him	
no way. Just to make things more of a mess, Glory gets word 
that	the	first	vampire	she	mentored,	Israel	Caine	famous	rock	
star,	has	fallen	off	the	wagon	and	is	drinking	blood	laced	with	
alcohol.	He	is	staying	drunk	all	the	time.	He	even	attacked	
his best friend and manager. Now all Glory has to do is keep 
Penny in line and teach her what she needs to know, keep the 
demons	at	arm’s	length,	help	Israel	stop	drinking	and	fight	for	
the man she loves.
					This	is	the	seventh	installment	of	Ms.	Bartlett’s	Real	Vam-
pires series. This has to be one of the best series I have ever 
read.	Even	after	seven	books,	Ms.	Bartlett	keeps	the	story	and	
her characters fresh and never boring. You have the old char-
acters and new ones are added in without a hitch. I have said 
it before and will say it again; this is a great laugh out loud 
series.	This	series	is	a	keeper.	Ms.	Bartlett	is	an	auto	buy.

LOST ON TREASURE ISLAND 
by Steve Friedman
Genre: Memoir
Reviewed	by:	Aquaflame64

I’m not much of a memoir gal. 
I	usually	find	that	people	make	
themselves out to be angels, and 
that you come out thinking you’ve 
been	fed	one	of	the	worst	fiction	
stories ever. Steve’s book is very 
different	it’s	a	book	that’s	honest	
to	the	point	that	it	is	sometimes	
uncomfortable. Steve puts you in 

his shoes, and you soon discover these are shoes you do not 
want	to	fill.
     I learned the man had more bad date then I’ve seen bad 
movies.	He	often	made	story	pitches	only	to	have	them	bru-
tally rejected by his boss. He also made my father look like the 
king of fashion. In other words Steve Friedman is very much a 
human like the rest of us.
     He had his triumphs and disappointments. He had his 
loves and heartbreaks. The most important thing is that Steve 
Friedman lived. I’m now interested in reading other books by 
this man.

www.NightOwlReviews.com



2828

It’s been a year since the torturous notes from A stopped and the 
mystery	of	Alison	DiLaurentis’s	disappearance	was	finally	put	to	
rest. Now seniors in high school, Aria, Spencer, Hanna, and Em-
ily	are	older,	but	they’re	not	any	wiser.	The	pretty	little	liars	have	
more secrets than ever—twisted secrets that could destroy the 
perfect lives they’ve worked so hard to rebuild. 

Aria’s	jealous	of	her	boyfriend’s	new	exchange	student.	Spencer’s	
getting	a	little	too	cozy	with	her	soon-to-be-stepbrother.	Hanna’s	
one scandalous photo away from ruining her dad’s Senate cam-
paign. And Emily will do anything to get a swim scholarship. 

Worst of all: Last spring break in Jamaica, they did something un-
forgivable The girls are desperate to forget that fateful night, but 

they	should	know	better	than	anyone	that	
all secrets wash ashore . . . eventually. 

Twisted = #9
Wanted = #8
Heartless = #7
Killer = #6
Wicked = #5
Unbelievable = #4
Perfect = #3
Flawless = #2
Pretty	Little	Liars	=	#1

An epic novel of love, discovery, and adventure by the author of 
the best-selling memoir When I Was Puerto Rican.

As a young girl growing up in Spain, Ana Larragoity Cubillas is 
powerfully drawn to Puerto Rico by the diaries of an ancestor 
who traveled there with Ponce de León. And in handsome twin 
brothers Ramón and Inocente—both in love with Ana—she 
finds a way to get there. She marries Ramón, and in 1844, just 
eighteen, she travels across the ocean to a remote sugar planta-
tion the brothers have inherited on the island. 

Ana faces unrelenting heat, disease and isolation, and the dan-
gers of the untamed countryside even as she relishes the chal-
lenge of running Hacienda los Gemelos. But when the Civil War 
breaks out in the United States, Ana finds her livelihood, and 
perhaps even her life, threatened by the very people on whose 
backs her wealth has been built: the hacienda’s slaves, whose 
richly drawn stories unfold alongside her own. And when at last 
Ana falls for a man who may be her destiny—a once-forbidden 
love—she will sacrifice nearly everything to keep hold of the 
land that has become her true home.

This is a sensual, riveting tale, set in a place where human pas-
sions and cruelties collide: thrilling history that has never before 
been brought so vividly and unforgettably to life.


