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MARJORIE M. LIU
Featured Release: Within the Flames / A Dirk & Steele Novel

Publisher: Avon

WITHIN THE FLAMES is your eleventh installment of the Dirk & 
Steele series. How many more can fans expect?

It’s difficult to say. I’m launching a brand new paranormal romance series 
next year – set in a dystopian world filled with werewolf gypsy gladiators, 
vampire historians, zombie armies, and desert road gangs. It’s been a lot 
of fun to write.

In WITHIN THE FLAMES your pyrokinetic protagonist, Eddie, is sent 
to protect Lyssa, a shape-shifting dragon with fire as her weapon; a 
far cry from a typical damsel in distress. Who is the real hero in this 
book?

I think both characters are heroic. Lyssa and Eddie suffered severe 
childhood traumas, which have affected them well into adulthood. Yet, 
they manage to overcome their vulnerabilities and fears in order to trust 
one another – and trust does not come easy for either of them.

If you could have one super-natural power what would it be, and 
why?

I would love a healing factor. Or the ability to heal others.

Your first Dirk & Steele novel, TIGER EYE, was made into an 
interactive game by PassionFruit Games in 2010. Can you tell us 
about the process and what it was like to see your book take a new 
form?

The process seemed to run along two tracks: developing the script for 
“cut scenes” and then designing the actual game play. I wrote the script 
with some very useful direction from one of the studio leaders, and from 
there we went on to choose voice actors to read the various roles: Hari, 
Dela, and Long Nu, specifically. As for seeing my book turned into a game, 
though…it was fun, but surreal!

What other projects are you working on now?

Again, that new paranormal romance series being released from Avon 
next year – along with more comic book work. Big announcements from 
Marvel about my new project with them should be coming soon.

Full Interview at: http://www.nightowlromance.com/nor/Interviews/
Tamazon-interviews-Marjorie-M-Liu-on-Dec-07-2011.aspx

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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CELEBRATING THE SEASON OF GIVING

As I reflect upon the past year and celebrate the meaning 
of Christmas, I can’t help but think of the most joyous 
event I attended this year.  Earlier this year, I went to 
lunch with Susan McBride, author of the Little Black 
Dress and The Cougar Club among many other wonderful 
novels.  At this lunch Susan shared with me about Wine, 
Wit & Lit, an event that donates its proceeds to Casting for 
Recovery.  You may not have heard about this program, I 
certainly hadn’t, but 
once I did, I wanted to 
be a part of the many 
people who support 
their efforts.
     Casting for Recovery 
is an organization that 
offers a two and a half 
day retreat for breast 
cancer survivors.  
Each retreat includes 
fourteen women, at no cost to the participants.  
Each fall, Casting for Recovery, which is a nonprofit 
organization, supports breast cancer survivors by 
taking them on a fly-fishing retreat.  Like me, you may 
wonder why someone would want to go fly fishing, 
especially after enduring the treatment of cancer and 
surviving.  I quickly learned why by visiting http://
castingforrecovery.org which is run by the national 
headquarters for CFR, located in Vermont. 
     Each retreat not only sends these amazing women on a 
relaxing and healing retreat for free, they provide support 
and understanding as well as camaraderie for those in 
attendance.  Each retreat provides fly-fishing instruction 
and breast cancer information in an idyllic setting that 

helps lessen isolation and provides recreational activity 
with physical and emotional benefits.  The participants 
are armed with new knowledge and encouraged to move 
forward with an optimistic outlook and new friends. 
The retreat is about providing an experience that will 
promote coping and problem solving skills, while gaining 
self-esteem and new skills.  With a focus on wellness 
and empowerment, the women are challenged to think 
outside of illness and helplessness and are encouraged 
to overcome the emotional toll that breast cancer 
survivors are faced with.  The goal is to make new friends, 
understand breast cancer treatment better and enjoy 
sharing between those participating in the event.
     Armed with this knowledge, I attended the second 
annual Wine, Wit & Lit fundraiser on Sunday, October 
30 at the Pujols 5 Westport Grill in St. Louis, Missouri.  

The event was started last 
year by Susan and raised 
$1,300.  The money raised 
helped send women to 
the retreat, free of cost.  
This year, the Missouri 
coordinator for CFR, Patti 
Hummert, was one of the 
co-chairs along with part-
time bookseller Laurie 
Smith and author Susan 
McBride.  This year’s event 

raised $1,600!  Since it costs $800 dollars to send each 
participant to the retreat, the coordinators and attendees 
were pleased to see the amount beat last year’s donations.  
     So, what is Wine, Wit & Lit?  Wine, Wit & Lit brings 
food, drinks, reader’s and authors together.  Authors 
participate in the “Speed-dating with authors” segment, 
which allows each writer to sit at each table for five 
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minutes and talk with readers.  The authors move from 
one table to the next until each table has been visited.  
This year’s authors included Ernessa T. Carter, Eileen 
Dreyer, Angie Fox, Susan McBride, Bill McClellan, Scott 
Phillips, and Denise Swanson.  Author Judy Merrill Larsen 
was also scheduled to attend but had a death in the family 
which prohibited her attendance.  Judy had a major part 
in the event though she could not be there in person.  
She collected many of the books that became part of the 
many raffle baskets at the event.   In addition to the many 
raffle baskets and silent auction items donated by authors 
and supporters, Vicki Erwin of Main Street Books in St. 
Charles, MO, sold all the authors’ titles and donated 20% 
of those profits to CFR.  Since all the items in the raffle 
baskets, door prizes and silent auction were donated, 
100% of the proceeds went to Casting 
for Recovery.  
     How can you help???  Well, Wine, 
Wit & Lit is definitely an event others 
could hold in different cities around the 
country to raise money for Casting for 
Recovery or their favorite charitable 
organization.  Susan McBride started 
WW&L last year because she’s a 
survivor and wanted to do something 
more than write a check for a favorite 
cause.  However, there are many other 
ways you can help this program! 

 • Support CFR with a financial 
contribution. Your generous donation 
will help expand the capacity and allow 
more women to attend the retreats.  
CFR has an ever-growing demand for their services. 
Contributions are tax-deductible. 

 • Volunteer.  Casting for Recovery relies on the 
enthusiasm and support of its loyal volunteers to plan 
and staff retreats, as well as conduct fundraising events. 
Volunteering can enrich your life in ways you never 
thought possible while also enriching the lives of others 
with new hope, new skills, and new joy. 

 • Donate with a matching gift. CFR has a long 
list of corporations who will match your gift to CFR. You 
can view them by visiting http://castingforrecovery.org/
matching-gifts 

 • Start a program in your area.  Currently 
programs exist in the states below, visit http://
castingforrecovery.org to find out more.

o Central Region: AR, IA, IL, IN, KS, LA, MI, MN, MO, MS, 
NE, ND, OH, OK, SD, TX, WI

o Mid-Atlantic/Southeast Region: AL, DC, DE, FL, GA, KY, 

MD, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV

o Northeast Region: CT, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT

o West/Southwest/Rockies Region: AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, 
MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY

 • Spread the word. You can help by forwarding 
CFR newsletters to family and friends, and by contacting 
local media or corporations about becoming a sponsor.

 • Refer a friend. Send a friend an email referral or 
print a PDF of a mail-in form, available on their website.

 • Donate flies. CFR uses donated flies at retreats, 
fundraising events and as gifts to 
alumni. To contribute flies to CFR, check 
out their wish list by visiting http://
castingforrecovery.org/wish-list 

 • Donate through the 2011 
Combined Federal Campaign Fund. 
This workplace-giving program allows 
federal employees to donate to the 
charities of their choice through 
payroll deductions throughout 2011. 
For more information visit http://
castingforrecovery.org 

     Physicians and breast center 
personnel recommend Casting for 
Recovery as it helps provide the tools 
needed for a healthier life. The weekend 

is about empowerment.  Women learn the basics about 
fly fishing while experiencing the spirit of trust and 
sharing with each other.   Participants are encouraged 
to participate at their own comfort level.  The goal is to 
find new strength, joy and confidence, leaving the retreat 
different than they came and ready to face the challenges 
ahead of them.
     Just like any other charity or successful program, the 
ripple effect has made a huge impact on the Casting for 
Recovery program.  You can be a major influence by 
spreading the word, passing along this article and telling 
others what Casting for Recovery is all about.  Once you’re 
on board, you won’t want to disembark!

-------------------

Tiffany is an avid reader, reviewer and marketing 
specialist. You can connect with her via the following 
outlets. Website- http://www.acozyreaderscorner.
com - Twitter - @cozyreadersnook – Facebook http://
www.facebook.com/groups/#!/pages/A-Cozy-Readers-
Corner/152514161454295

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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THE HOLIDAYS

 
The holidays are upon us. Are you ready to stuff your 
stocking with books?
     I know I am. I’m hoping for a Kindle Fire too- or at 
least several Amazon gift cards to put towards one.
And I want lots of new ebooks to add to my Kindle, 
either my regular one or the new Fire I’m asking Santa 
for.
     Of course I see a few I want in print as well. I love 
my Kindle, but some books I must have on my real 
world bookshelf.
     I admit I have a thing for real books no matter how 
technology advances. I adore the paper, I adore the 
feel, I crave good old fashioned books. Old books, new 
books, paperback books, hardcover books…I love 
books.
     What about you? Do you enjoy ebooks more than 
paper copies or do you have a thing for the feel of a 
real book in your hands?
     Do you read ebooks but then purchase paperback or 
hardcover copies of books you really love so you can 
keep them in your permanent collection?
     I do a little of both. In addition to my love of real 
books I have issues with technology. I’ve lost docu-
ments, photos and artistic designs because of com-
puter failure so for now I’m keeping my favorites on 
my shelf.
     I see a few books coming out this month I plan to 
add to my bookcases- both real and Kindle version.
     New additions to popular series this month include: 
Demons Like It Hot Demons Unleashed, #2 by Sidney 
Ayers, Dead Bolt A Haunted Home Renovation Mystery 
#2 by Juliet Blackwell (I’m reading book 1 right now 
and loving it), Dreaming of the Wolf Heart of the Wolf, 
#8 by Terry Spear, Shadow City Horngate Witches, #3 
by Diana Pharaoh Francis, Silver-Tongued Devil Sa-
bina Kane, #4 by Jaye Wells, Wicked Circle Persephone 

Alcmedi, #5 (I just pre-ordered this one) by Linda 
Robertson, Clockwork Prince The Infernal Devices, #2 
by Cassandra Clare, and Magic of the Moonlight Full 
Moon, #2 by Ellen Schreiber.
     Series debuts that look promising include: include 
Blood of Eden by Tami Dane, Devil’s Kiss The Hellrais-
ers, #1 by Zoe Archer, Shaedes of Gray Shaede Assas-
sin, #1 by Amanda Bonilla, and The Demon Lover Fair-
wick Chronicles, #1 by Juliet Dark, and Carol Goodman.

Entangled Publishing’s paranormal and urban fantasy 
releases for this month include: Hellsbane Hellsbane 
#1by Paige Cuccaro, Touch of the Angel Demons of 
Infernum #3 by Rosalie Lario, Obsidian Lux #1 by 
Jennifer L. Armentrout, Under the Moon Goddesses 
Rising #1 by Natalie J Damschroder, Shield of Fire The 
Bringer and the Bane Book #1 by Boone Brux, The 
Last Awakening Curse of the Phoenix #2 by Rachel 
Firasek, and Deadly Pursuit Blood Hunter, #2 by Nina 
Croft.
     Other books that caught my eye include: Archon: 
The Books of Raziel by Sabrina Benulis, Dating the 
Undead by Gena Showalter, Jill Monroe, and That Old 
Black Magic by Michelle Rowen.
     See any you’ll be adding to your holiday wish list?
 

SQAI WITH QUINN LOFTIS

RR: Let’s start by getting the name of your newest 
release and genre/category it falls into

QL: Blood Rites, Book 2 in the Grey Wolves Series. Teen 
Paranormal Romance

RR: Can you describe your main character in 3 
words?

QL:  Feisty, loyal, and determined

Night Owl Reviews
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BLOOD RITES
by Quinn Loftis

With the challenge complete and the corrupt Alpha of 
Coldspring defeated Fane is now free to complete the mate 
bond with Jacque and perform the Blood Rites. Although 
the challenge is done, the affects are far reaching. Once it is 
known that Vasile one of the strongest Alphas in the world 
is in America, specifically Coldspring, TX, there is one Al-
pha who cannot over look the significance of this. An Alpha 
who happens to share Jacque’s DNA, but is this the one she 
needs to fear? 

With her mom driving and her two best friends, Jen and 
Sally in tow, Jacque set off for her happily ever after. She 
will soon realize a plan has been put in motion that will 
change her course and possibly tear her from Fane’s grasp 
forever. It will take a wolf pack, her mother’s love, her 
two best friend’s unrelenting determination, her own will 
to survive and the undying love of her mate to bring her 
home. The question remains, if she fights, if she endures, 
who will she be, what will be left once she is back in her 
mates arms?

FEZARIU’S EPIPHANY
by David M. Brown

The White Oak, Clarendon’s oldest brothel, lured and 
destroyed men by the thousands. Fezariu was different. 
He had never been drawn by the White Oak’s vices but the 
brothel had still ruined him when he was just a boy.

Salvation came in the form of the Merelax Mercenar-
ies - Elenchera’s most prestigious hired hands. They gave 
Fezariu the chance to escape from his past. Immersed in 
the world of dangerous assignments in the colonies Fezariu 
longed to forget everything about his childhood but only in 
facing the past would he ever be free of it.

FIRST LINE:

The unrelenting snow fell between the far-reaching decidu-
ous branches of the vast forest, disguising an already barely 
discernible path that ran between the trees and into the heart 
of a steep valley. Amidst the persistent snowflakes and swirling 
breeze, a cruel game of cat and mouse was drawing to a close.
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RR: Can you describe your heroine in one sentence?

QL: A fun, sarcastic 17 year old girl who loves her two 
best friends and would give anything for those she 
loves, and now has fallen for a werewolf.

RR: Can you describe your hero in one sentence?

QL: A 17 year old Romanian werewolf who is the 
prince of his people, an old soul, faithful, loves fiercely, 
gives of himself without expecting anything in return.

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal ele-
ments are in your book?

QL: Werewolves (possibly other elements in future 
books)

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe 
one interesting scene in your book in less than two 
sentences?

QL: One really cool part is when Sally finds out that Jen 
isn’t as experienced with boys as she leads everyone 
to believe, the interaction between the two friends is 
priceless.

RR: In two sentences or less can you tell readers 
something unique about your book?

QL: When a werewolf finds his mate the marks on his 
body that distinguish his rank change and his mate de-
velops matching marks on her skin, similar to a tattoo.

RR: List three adjectives that describe your book as 
a whole

QL: Fun, fast paced, emotional

RR: What’s the heat level of your book?

QL: Sweet and romantic

RR: And last but not least, where can a reader pur-
chase your book?

QL: Amazon for Kindle, Barnes and Nobles for Nook, 
and soon Smashwords, and iTunes.

SQAI WITH DAVID M. BROWN
 
RR: Let’s start out by getting the name of your new-
est release and what genre/category it falls into

 
DMB: Fezariu’s Epiphany - Fantasy
 
RR: Describe your main character in 3 words?
 
DMB: Enigmatic, reserved, and troubled
 
RR: What’s the heat level of your book?
 
DMB: Arctic winter
 
RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal ele-
ments are in your book?
 
DMB: Anthropomorphic races feature in the form of 
the jovial toldere, Vintaro, as well as valkayan insur-
gents that the mercenaries have to fight in the western 
colonies.
 
RR: Without giving away details, can you describe 
one interesting scene in your book in less than two 
sentences?
 
DMB: Fezariu returns to Clarendon and sees his child-
hood friend. He conceals his identity but this secret 
visit has a lasting impact on him.
 
RR: List three adjectives that describe your book as 
a whole:
 
DMB: Emotional, turbulent, and poignant
 
RR: Please finish this sentence: The best thing 
about being an author is…
 
DMB: ...finding a way to share all the ideas in my head 
with readers.
 
RR: And last but not least, where can we expect to 
find your book?
 
DMB: Fezariu’s Epiphany is available now on Ama-
zon and a list of other outlets is regularly updated at 
http://www.elenchera.com/where-to-buy.html
 

SQAI WITH GEORGIA CATES

RR: Hi Georgia let’s start with getting the name of 
your newest release and genre/category it falls into

GC: Blood of Anteros (The Vampire Agape Series 1)

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal ele-

Night Owl Reviews
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BLOOD OF ANTEROS
by Georgia Cates

I was tantalized by the mystery of her. The leech 
inside me came out to find prey, but found none 
in this enigmatic girl. The close proximity of 
her essence didn’t entice the monster within, so 
what did that make her? I had more questions 
than answers, but one thing was unmistakable; 
although she released me from her embrace, her 
hold on me remained.

Cruel circumstances turned Curry Brennan into 
the wretched monster he hates and refuses to 
accept, but when an expected turn of events 
releases him from the bond of his obsessive maker, 
he returns to the home he knew 161 years earlier 
and finds the return of happiness and joy in 
something he didn’t know existed. Puzzled by his 
growing attraction to Chansey Leclaire, a human, 
he is unable to resist the captivating relationship 
that threatens to reveal his existence as a vampire. 
He eventually discovers the reason he was 
destined to find what he didn’t know he searched 
for and is faced with the cruel realization that the 
living and the immortal undead will always be 
separated by one thing. Eternity.

ments are in your book?

GC: Vampires are the dominate paranormal elements in 
Blood of Anteros, but several gods, goddesses and titan-
esses play a large role in the plot. Most of my creativity 
went into the creation of the agápe, but to reveal what it 
is would ruin the surprise for a reader.
 
RR: Can you describe your main character in 3 
words?

GC: 1) fascinating 2) amorous 3) damaged

RR: Can you describe your heroine in one sentence?

GC: Chansey Leclaire is a spunky little southern belle 
that doesn’t always play by the rules when it comes to 
winning the heart of Curry Brennan.

RR: Can you describe your hero in one sentence?

GC: Curry Brennan is a vampire unwilling to accept 

himself for what he has become, and after a failed at-
tempt to meet his true death, he is drawn into a life he 
never thought possible.

RR: In two sentences or less can you tell readers 
something unique about your book?

GC: The whole idea of the Agápe is what makes this 
book unique, but again, to explain would give it all away.

RR: What’s the heat level of your book?

GC:  Sweet and romantic, although the level of heat will 
rise as the story of Curry and Chansey is continued in 
Book 2.

RR: And last but not least, where can a reader pur-
chase your book?

GC: Amazon Barnes&Noble Smashwords iBooks

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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Dust & Decay
Author: Jonathan Maberry
5 Stars - Top Pick
Reviewed by: According To Bob

Let me start by saying if you like Rot & 
Ruin, you’re going to love this. All the characters continue 
to develop perfectly. Benny Imura begins to help his 
brother Tom with the family business, but all he, his 
friends, and finally his brother can think of is getting out 
and seeing what’s beyond the ruin. But there are some 
major problems getting in their way. If you thought the 
last villain was bad, well he’s nothing compared to the 
new one.
     Look this is an awesome perfectly written book, get 
ready to lose sleep, you will not be able to put it down. I 
don’t want to say too much and give it away outa respect 
for the author and for you. One thing I will say, the only 
negative thing I’ve seen a couple people say is they don’t 
get a rhino showing up. Personally I think that’s part of 
this author’s gift to give you something someone else 
hasn’t already done in some way. I totally get at the end 
of the world all kinds of animals that were once at the 
zoo would now be out surviving, like everyone else!
     I give this five stars because I read it twice and 
couldn’t put it down either time. And if you haven’t read 
the first one, it doesn’t matter, you won’t be lost, but do 
yourself a favor and get it! You are getting ready to step 
inside a world told through the eyes of the true master!

The Wild Ways
Author: Tanya Huff
4.5 Stars - Top Pick
Reviewed by: ELF

“The Wild Ways” by Tanya Huff continues the tale of 
Charlotte (Charlie) Gale, one of the rare Wild Powers in 
the Gale family. Charlie has adjusted from the events that 
occurred in “The Enchantment Emporium” and continues 

to do as she pleases, despite the input 
from the Aunties in the family who 
have their own plans for her. She 
agrees to participate in a Celtic music 
festival as events seem to coalesce 

to involve her in the struggles that a 
group of selkies are having with a major oil company that 
wants to drill in the North Atlantic, perilously close to a 
seal sanctuary. Added to the already precarious balance 
of power in the Gale family of witches, Jack, the fourteen 
year old Dragon Prince sorcerer, is approaching the age 
where ‘something’ will have to be done about him and 
there is a strong suspicion that he will share the fate 
of most of the Gale boys. The Gale family traditionally 
does not meddle in the affairs of the Fey but Charlie’s 
discovery that one of the aunties is intimately involved in 
coercing the selkies to support the oil company’s plans 
leads her to actively oppose her Wild Auntie. It’s going 
to take some creative solutions to counteract all of the 
measures that have been taken but fortunately thinking 
outside of the box is Charlie’s specialty.
     Another wild ride with the Gale family, filled with 
snarky repartee, wonderfully current asides and 
plenty of sexual innuendo. The author’s lyrical writing 
is deceptively understated but provides plenty of 
atmospheric background with an excellent economy of 
words. The marked contrast between the mores of the 
non-humans and humans is vividly described in such a 
reasonable manner that one almost forgets the carnage 
being wreaked upon individuals as the two worlds 
collide. The fascinating characters who are part of the 
Gale family continue to add spice to a story that gives a 
new twist to a traditional tale that pits environmentalists 
against corporate greed. Charlie continues to 
demonstrate that she is a force to be reckoned with, Wild 
power notwithstanding, if only she can learn to harness 
her resources. Another enjoyable addition to the saga of 
the Gale family.

Night Owl Reviews
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THE MAN IN RED
Santa Claus, St. Nick, Kris Kringle, Father Christmas or 
whatever you call him, it’s time for the guy who leaves gifts to 
make his annual appearance.   That brings into question, how 
did a guy who started out as a saint become the tubby man 
we know in America?
     Let’s travel back in time to what is now modern day Tur-
key and to a monk named St. Nicholas.  Legend has it he gave 
away his wealth to help those in need.  Born around 280 A.D., 
one of the better known stories is how, Nicholas saved three 
sisters from being sold into slavery and prostitution by their 
father.  The goodhearted Nick provided dowries for the girls 
to enable them the opportunity for marriage.  From there, the 
good man’s reputation of helping other grew, and he became 
the protector of children and sailors.  Not sure how the sail-
ors came into the picture, but they were listed.  The anniver-
sary of his death, December 6th, is the date celebrated as St. 
Nicholas feast day.  Even the Protestant Reformation, that 
discouraged the veneration of saints, didn’t dim St. Nicholas’s 
popularity, especially in Holland.
     The Dutch migration to America in the 18th Century also 
brought the celebration of St. Nicholas’s feast day.  Their nick-
name for the good saint was Sinter Klaas. He evoloved into 
the Americanized Santa Claus we use today and filled good 
children’s stockings with toys and sweets today.  Of course, 
the naughty ones weren’t so lucky.  They were blessed with 
switches, lumps of coal or nothing.  At least trying to be good 
in the coming year gave them a goal to shoot for.
     After joining the New York Historical Society in 1809, 
Washington Irving published a satire on St. Nicholas Day (De-
cember 6th), Knickerbocker’s History of New York, in which 
he depicted a jolly St. Nick that looked more like a Dutch 
burgher smoking a clay pike than an austere saint.
     In 1810, the New York Historical Society commissioned 
the first American image from artist Alexander Anderson for 
the group’s first St. Nicholas anniversary dinner.  He showed 
good, old Nick in a gift giving role with children’s stocking 
hanging from the mantel above a fireplace filled with stock-
ings.
     The jolly old elf version became etched in minds with the 
1823 publication of a poem, A Visit From St. Nicholas, as we 

know and love it today, The Night Before Christmas.  Then 
in 1863, political cartoonist, Thomas Nast based an annual 
series of black and white drawings in Harpers’s Weekly, on 
descriptions from poem.
     We can thank the English for the first Christmas card.  
When Sir Henry Cole became too busy to write his friends 
during the season, he commissioned John Colcott Horsely 
to design a greeting for him.  The idea grew from there, 
even crossing the ocean to America and evolving beyond 
the Victorian scenes to ones that included versions of Santa.  
There are a lot of people we only connect with this time of 
year through cards and now the infamous “Christmas letter” 
highlighting the past years ups and downs.
     America wasn’t the only place the image of a gift-giver 
made an appearance.  In Germany, Kris Kringle was often ac-
companied by the ChristKind an angel-like figure.  For Scan-
dinavia, there’s Jultomten an elf who drives a sleigh pulled 
by goats.  Christmas in England will have Father Christmas 
dropping off your goodies, and in France expect a visit from 
Pere Noel.  And that’s only a sampling of all the places he 
visits in various forms.
     How can we forget Santa’s joyful little reindeer with the 
glowing nose?  Yep, that flying wonder with the red nose that 
guides Santa’s sleigh on foggy nights is the product of Robert 
L. May.  It seems Mr. May, a copywriter for the Montgomery 
Ward department store created Rudolph in 1939 as a poem 
to draw customers into the store.  Now look at it!
     Wherever or however you celebrate, here’s to a Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays for all.  Gals, hope you’ve been 
so good at being naughty you end up with something nice 
under your tree—like that hot Chippendale dancer on your 
wish list.  Guys, sorry, but Santa said to tell you he’s taking 
the Playboy Bunnies with him on his Caribbean vacation.  He 
needs a treat too!

----------
Award winning Author, Lizzie T. Leaf enjoys writing Paranor-
mal/Fantasy with a twist of humor.  Her second book in the 
Magical Love series has been rescheduled for January 2012, 
but she has two Christmas stories available.  Making Christ-
mas re-released at Musa Publishing and releasing December 
17th, Howling Under the Mistletoe, a short with Passion in 
Print Press. 
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I received a special invitation in my mail box a few weeks ago. 
It was in a red envelope with a North Pole postmark.

Dear Bennet,

I enjoyed your To Be or What Columns in the newspaper. 
Also your Piece of My Mind Columns in Night Owl 
Magazine. I would enjoy sitting down with you for a 
special interview, if you have the time.  Please reply to my 
email address sclaus@santanet.org and let’s discuss the 
interview.

Santa Claus

I e-mailed this gentleman back, thinking it was a large hoax. 
He replied and invited me to a luncheon interview at this 
private club in Georgetown, the Jack Frost club. I was told in 
the e-mail to just bring a notebook, a tape recorder if I needed 
it, and any research I needed for notes, but no photographic
equipment. I agreed reluctantly in my e-mail back to him.
     A few days later, I entered the Frost club to be greeted by a 
dwarfish butler dressed in green elf suit. He said. “Mr. Kringle 
is in the red room library.” He led me down a hall. A jolly 
older man with a solid white beard sat in an easy chair. He 
wore a red Redskins sweat suit and red velvet slippers. “You 
must be Bennet!” I agreed with a simple nod of my head. “And 
you wondered why I contacted you?” I nodded again. “Well, 
my boy, I have watched you work. I know you research your 
subjects very well before you interview them . . . So I selected 
you.”
     “Selected me?” I questioned
     “Yes, Let’s eat lunch and then we can talk”
     We ate a chef salad together in semi silence. Then I set my 
tape recorder up and started the interview:

Bennet Pomerantz: Shall we start now? So what do I call 
you? You have so many names, so many aliases  . . . Saint 
Basil, Pere Noel, Saint Nicolas, Kriss Kringle, Saint Nick, 
Korvatunturi, Haglos Nikolaos, The man in red, Father 
Christmas, Babbo Natale, Sinterklaas, Shengdan Laoren, 

Santa Claus. So which one of these names do you use?

Santa Claus: I see you have done your homework. I have used 
all of those names at one time or another. However, most call 
me either Kris or Santa.

BP: Okay, Kris . . . why do you think you deserve an 
interview now?

SC: Well, over the years I have been written about many 
times, and over the years I have also written a few books. So I 
thought I would give you a special interview . . . .

BP: Written? I didn’t know you were a writer.

SC: I was discussing this point once with Doctor John H. 
Watson who used his literary agent Sir Arthur Conan-Doyle to 
get his work published.

BP: John H. Watson?

SC: You have read the Sherlock Holmes stories, haven’t you?  
(I nodded.)

BP: Who is your literary agent?

SC: I have had a number of them over the years. Washington 
Irving, Clement Clarke Moore, Francis P. Church’s and L. Frank 
Baum have handled my works to name a few.

BP: L. Frank Baum? He wrote The Wizard of OZ. He was 
your literary agent?

SC: He co-wrote The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus 
with me in early 1900. If you note on the book’s cover, the 
author is me, as told to L. Frank Baum. However before that 
Washington Irving and I shared the pen name of Diedrich 
Knickerbocker for History of New York in 1773. In that text, 
we addressed the story of Sinterklaas to the Dutch settlers 
to make them feel at home in the United States. And in 1822, 

A Special Interview With a Famous Man
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Clement Clarke Moore and I collaborated on a poem “An 
Account of a Visit from St Nicolas.” Many may know it from its 
first line, “Twas the Night before Christmas.” and dear Francis 
who wrote the editorial, “Yes Virginia, There is a Santa Claus”

BP: How old are you?

SC: Let’s say I have been around a few years.

BP: Do you have a new book or a special project you are 
doing? You know causes are in this year

SC (Chuckled) NO, I don’t, dear boy. Consider this interview 
my special gift of the season to you and your readers, Bennet.

BP: You know Santa I always wanted a pony…

SC: I know, ever since you were six.

BP: Yes, how did you know? ...well, never mind! So what 
happened to my pony?

SC: Well Bennet, you were always good . . . but not THAT 
good!

BP: Do you really live the North Pole?

SC: Yes, I do . . . that is my main residence and toy shop for 
most of the year. However, I have a small home in Miami, 
where Mrs. Claus and I repose after Christmas holidays. Even 
I need a vacation!

BP: Do you really have elves living with you at the North 
Pole?

SC: Yes, many of the elves’ families live at my North Pole 
compound. Many generations of elven families live and work 
together in peace

BP: Can you give me a best guess of how many presents do 
you give out a year to all the good boys and girls?

SC: Well it was estimated about 667 million in a Time 
Magazine article of a few years ago...but I have lost count.

BP: You cover about an estimate of 111 million miles in 
one night, which is a lot of traveling for one night, is that 
right?

SC: Sounds correct to me . . . and you wonder how I can do it 
in one night, right? (I nodded and he laughed) .That would be 
telling my secrets.

BP: Let’s change the subject. Some people, per my research 
notes, state you are also the Norse god Thor.

SC: I have heard that rumor a few times over the centuries. 
Both of us have long flowing white beards and wear red 
clothes. We both are Norse Yule time specters who reside in 
the North land. We both are kind to mortals, but you may say 

mankind. Nevertheless, I am not him . . . I think the Easter 
Bunny started that rumor.

BP: How do you like the way you are portrayed in movies 
and television?

SC: Imitation is the best form of flattery. I enjoy the inventive 
ways they try to tell my story.

BP: How do you like being a legend of holiday joy?

SC: It is a great feeling, especially since this world has so 
much unrest currently. To be a symbol of happiness during 
the holiday season gives me comfort and joy.

BP: What about the people who don’t believe in you?

SC: As long as they have love in their heart, I will always be 
there in spirit.

BP: What do you think about all of the Santa’s in the 
department stores at Christmas time?

SC: As long as they care about the children and treat them 
with love and respect, I am happy.

BP: I have a really silly question...Do you see them when 
they’re sleeping...Know when they’re awake...Know if you 
been bad or good?

SC: Yes I do.

BP: I’ve been good this year. Think I can have that pony 
this year?

SC: You want a lump of coal this year, Bennet?

BP: No, Sir.

SC: So don’t ask for the pony again!

BP: Sorry. (Santa laughed)

SC: Bennet, I know you have so many more questions for me, 
but my time is short today. Let me leave this thought with 
you and your readers . . . As hard as the world has become 
this year with all its difficulties, I will be around and in the 
hearts of all the honorable people during the holiday season. 
Tell all, I desire them to rejoice in happiness in their lives this 
year and in many years to come.

Santa shook my hand, as he left the room. The greenish 
dressed dwarf led me to the door of the Frost club. I paced 
away from the building. I turned around and the club 
vanished. All I could only hear was the December wind 
howling a Ho-Ho-Ho.

Season Greetings to all from me and keep reaching for the 
stars

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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TESS GERRITSON

Any discussion on suspense authors isn’t complete without 
a reference to Tess Gerritsen, the woman described by 
Stephen King as being “better than Michael Crichton.”
     Born the daughter of a Chinese Immigrant and a Chinese 
American chef in San Diego, California, Gerritsen grew 
up dreaming of writing her own Nancy Drew novels (no 
wonder I like her!)  Although writing was her first love, 
sustainability proved to be the key, and she pursued a 
medical degree and went on to work as a physician in 
Honolulu, Hawaii.  While on maternity leave with her first 
child, her love of writing resurfaced and she submitted a 
short story to a magazine contest.  She won first prize and 
embarked on a whole new career – although her early 
attempts were far from Nancy Drew-worthy. Inspired by 
the many romance novels she read while a physician, her 
first novels were romantic thrillers.  After several false starts 
her first novel, CALL AFTER MIDNIGHT, was bought by 

Harlequin Intrigue in 1986.  Over the next ten years, 
Gerritson continued to churn out romantic thrillers for 
Harlequin Intrigue.
     IN 1996, Gerritsen decided to  make another career 
switch: from romantic thriller to medical thriller.  HARVEST 
was published in 1996 and debuted on the NY Times 
Bestseller list at #13.  Following that, she wrote three other 
medical thrillers, Life Support, Bloodstream, and Gravity.  But 
the best was yet to come.
     In 2001, Gerritson tried yet another genre: the crime 
thriller.  The Surgeon, which received a RITA award for 
best romantic suspense novel, debuted to stellar reviews. It 

Rizzoli and Isles series 

The Surgeon
The Apprentice

The Sinner
Body Double

Vanish

The Mephisto Club
The Keepsake

Ice Cold

The Latest 
The Silent Girl  

July, 2011
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PARANORMAL

SUSPENSE

By Toni LoTempio – admin by day, writer by night, Toni is the author 
of several paperback and e-books of romantic and paranormal 
suspense – check out her website at www.tonilotempio.webs.com 
and her cat’s blog! www.catsbooksmorecats.blogspot.com   Check 
out her YA fantasy, MY SUPERHERO SISTER and her paranormal 
romances, NO REST FOR THE WICCA and RAVEN’S KISS.  She is also 
featured in the paranormal romance anthology, KISS ME KILL ME, 
available at Amazon and Barnes and Noble.

also introduced the character 
(albeit secondary in the novel) 
of Detective Jane Rizzoli. The 
character was an instant hit 
with the fans and Gerritson 
went on to write (to date) eight 
more Rizzoli and Isles novels.  
The series was such a hit it was 
subsequently made into a tv 
series, starring Angie Harmon as 
Jane Rizzoli and Sasha Alexander 
(formerly of NCIS) as the cool, 
unflappable medical examiner 
Maura Isles.
     Although one might say 
Gerritsen’s roots are in romantic 
suspense, her real fame is 
derived from her medical 
thrillers and she is best known 
for her Rizzoli and Isles series. 
     Every crime scene tells a story. Some keep you awake at night. 
Others haunt your dreams. The grisly display homicide cop Jane 
Rizzoli finds in Boston’s Chinatown will do both.
     In the murky shadows of an alley lies a female’s severed hand. On 
the tenement rooftop above is the corpse belonging to that hand, 
a red-haired woman dressed all in black, her head nearly severed. 
Two strands of silver hair—not human—cling to her body. They are 
Rizzoli’s only clues, but they’re enough for her and medical examiner 
Maura Isles to make the startling discovery: that this violent death had 
a chilling prequel.
     Nineteen years earlier, a horrifying murder-suicide in a Chinatown 
restaurant left five people dead. But one woman connected to that 
massacre is still alive: a mysterious martial arts master who knows 
a secret she dares not tell, a secret that lives and breathes in the 
shadows of Chinatown. A secret that may not even be human. Now 
she’s the target of someone, or something, deeply and relentlessly evil.
Gerritson does what she does best; writing with sharp jolts and sheer 
suspense.  I look forward to many, many more from this author!
     Wishing all my readers a Happy Holiday Season! We’ll be back in 
the New Year with more articles and reviews on the suspense genre, 
including ones on Michael Crichton, Brenda Novak, Tami Hoag, Sandra 
Brown and more!
     See you in 2012!

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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CATHERINE MANN
I’m friends with 
Catherine Mann on 
Facebook and I love 
her books. When I first 
started booking authors 
for this column, I just 
knew I’d have to include 
her. She sent me her new 
book, Hot Zone, and a 
special surprise, His Heir, 
Her Honor. I devoured 
the books in record time. 
I love stories with babies 
and both of these books 
included children in their 
stories. 
     For this column, I’m 
including a review for 
Hot Zone.  Hugh Franco is a paratrooper, who risks 
his life for impossible missions. He has a sad past 
and doesn’t care if he survives. Amelia Bailey is in 
the Bahamas with her brother and sister in law to 
ensure a legal adoption. Things get dangerous when 
an earthquake takes down the hotel where Amelia is 
staying with her new nephew. 
     The building is on top of her and the baby when 
Hugh comes to the rescue. He swears the baby is 
dead but Amelia refuses to believe it.  After they 
are saved, Amelia worries because she hasn’t heard 
anything from her family. Surprisingly, neither she 
nor the baby were seriously injured. 
     Amelia and Hugh decide to have a quick sexual 
encounter to relieve some of their stress. After it is 
over, Amelia discovers her nephew being taken from 
the hospital. She tries to understand the doctor’s 
excuse, but realizes too late that it is a kidnapping. She’s 

taken along and Hugh becomes a rescuer once again.
     After he elimates the kidnappers, they have to brave 

the elements to get back to safety. What 
seems like a good citizen turns out to be 
a danger to them and dozens of other 
misplaced babies. 
     The story is fast paced and full of 
action. Readers are sure to enjoy the 
story of Hugh and Amelia and all the 
excellent secondary characters. 

Interview with USA Today bestseller 
Catherine Mann

How did you get into writing?

I’ve been a fan of 
romance novels since I 
was 13.  I took a stab at 
writing one at – yes – 13 
years old.  I still have the 
binder with my longhand 
attempt.  I shelved the 
book and the dream for 
years while I earned 
a master’s degree in 
theater, got married, had 
four kids.  But all the 
while the stories kept 
swirling in my head.  
One day, I had run out 
of things to read.  It was 
too late to go to the store 
(no instant download on 
Kindle back then!)  So I 
decided to write my own 

novel.  Three years later, I sold my first book.

What techniques do you use to develop a story? 
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Character formation, plot line, ending.

I’m a huge fan of Christopher Vogler’s book THE 
WRITER’S JOURNEY.  I use his story arc chart to plot 
out my books in advance.  I especially appreciate how 
his story arc for a hero’s (and heroine’s) journey shows 
how each plot point triggers an emotional arc point as 
well.

What’s the best piece 
of advice you’ve ever 
gotten?

Read avidly in the 
genre you are targeting.  
Love the genre you are 
targeting.  While it’s 
important to be market 
savvy, don’t just follow a 
trend because you think 
it will help you break in.

What’s one thing 
most people don’t 
know about you? This 
doesn’t have to be 
personal.

I may seem extroverted 
because I’m a theater major, but I’m actually very 
shy in new situations.  So please, don’t hesitate 
to approach me and say hello.  If I’m tucked away 
in a corner, it’s just because I’m shy!

What story that you’ve authored has been 
your favorite?

My favorite book is always the one I’m about to 
write next!

If you could meet one famous person, dead or 
alive, who would it be?

Mother Teresa.  I would love to simply be in her 
presence.  What an amazing woman.  Here’s one 
of my favorite quotes from her: “Be faithful in small 
things because it is in them that your strength lies.”

If you could time travel, where would you go and 
why?

I would like to go back in time and see a Shakespearean 
play performed while William Shakespeare was still 
alive.  (I wrote my master’s thesis about Shakespearean 

heroines.)

Do you have a mentor or biggest supporter? If so 
who.

I’ve been blessed with great mentors.  Suzanne 
Brockmann and Lori Foster have both been especially 

generous with their mentorship and support from 
very early in my writing career.

What are you currently working on?

A Christmas novella for Harlequin – RESCUING 
CHRISTMAS will be out in November 2012.  The 
anthology features a military hero who’s stuck in 
the family Suburban with his estranged wife during 
Christmas as they transport shelter dogs to new 
families.

What’s in your TBR pile?

I just finished reading Joanna Bourne’s latest 
historical THE BLACK HAWK.  Next up is Jessica 
Scott’s military romance BECAUSE OF YOU.

Thank you so much for 
having me here today!  I 
would love to hear what 
books are on everyone 
else’s wish list this 
holiday season.  One lucky 
commenter will receive 
a copy of HOT ZONE!  
Happy holidays and happy 
reading!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

USA Today Bestseller 
Catherine Mann pens 
military romantic suspense 
for Sourcebooks and 
Berkley, as well as steamy 
romances for Harlequin 

Desire.  A RITA Award 
winner, she lives in Florida with her flyboy husband and 
four children.  FMI on her current book and her seven 
other novels scheduled for 2012, she can be found 
online at:

Website:  http://catherinemann.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
CatherineMannAuthor
Twitter: http://twitter.com/#!/CatherineMann1
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Thanksgiving has passed and Christmas is coming.  Different people 
celebrate the holiday in many different ways, but where did 
those traditions come from?  This month’s “bits” take a look at 
books that delve into the history of the holiday.

The Origins of Christmas by Jo-
seph F. Kelly

This is the first selection and an-
swers such questions as when was 
Christmas first celebrated and how 
December 25 became the official 
date for Christmas.  It also takes a 
look at how the Bible’s “magi from 
the East” became three kings (Mel-
chior, Caspar, and Balthasar) who 
came on camels from three different 
continents.  Other topics 
include: Medieval and 
Renaissance artists’ 

reasons for portraying Joseph as an old man, the 
time when Christmas music first appeared, and 

the story of the real St. 
Nicholas.

Christmas: A Candid 
History by Bruce 
David Forbes

According to the book 
description, the book is 
written for everyone who both loves 
and is driven crazy by the season 
and is written in an “enlightening, 
entertaining perspective on how the 
annual Yuletide celebration got to be 
what it is today.”  The book takes a 

look at the holiday’s pre-Christian roots, the birth of Jesus, how 
the holiday spread across Europe and the Americas, and how it 
became transformed by modern consumerism.

Blurb: 

“DID YOU KNOW
 Puritans in England and New England made Christmas 

observances illegal? 
 President Franklin Roosevelt changed the date of 
Thanksgiving in order to lengthen the Christmas shopping sea-
son?
 Coca-Cola helped fashion Santa Claus’s look in an ad-
vertising campaign?”

Other books to consider:

The Battle for Christmas Stephen Nissenbaum

Blurb: “Anyone who laments the excesses of Christmas might 
consider the Puritans of colonial Massachusetts: they simply 
outlawed the holiday. The Puritans had their reasons, since 
Christmas was once an occasion for drunkenness and riot, when 
poor “wassailers  extorted food and drink from the well-to-do. 
In this intriguing and innovative work of social history, Stephen 

Nissenbaum rediscovers Christmas’s carnival origins 
and shows how it was transformed, during the 
nineteenth century, into a festival of domesticity 
and consumerism.

The History of Christmas by Gregory Branson-
Trent

Blurb: “In this book, take a look back into the tradi-
tions and the new customs added over the years. 
Revisit Frosty the Snowman and Rudolph and 
remember the Grinch and Charlie Brown’s attempt 
to find the real meaning of Christmas. Journey back 
to the Nativity and the birth of Christ. Relive the 

memories of childhood and return to a traditional Christmas.”

Pagan Christmas: The Plants, Spirits, and Rituals at the 
Origins of Yuletide by Christian Rätsch and Claudia Müller-
Ebeling

Blurb: “The day on which many commemorate the birth of Christ 
has its origins in pagan rituals that center on tree worship, agri-
culture, magic, and social exchange. But Christmas is no ordinary 
folk observance. It is an evolving feast that over the centuries has 
absorbed elements from cultures all over the world--practices 
that give plants and plant spirits pride of place. In fact, the 
symbolic use of plants at Christmas effectively transforms the 
modern-day living room into a place of shamanic ritual.
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Gifts	Cooks	love-	Recipes	for	Giving
I love recipe books that involve sharing and this hardback 
edition certainly does. I have all kinds of jar recipe books. Most 
involve layering ingredients to make cookies or sometimes 
soups. What I enjoy about this recipe book is the variety. It 
includes make-a-gift kits, but it also has drink gifts, preserved 
gifts, dehydrated gifts, chocolate gifts and even no cook gifts. 
There is definitely something for everyone in this book. Do you 
know what Arrabbiata sauce is? Buy this cookbook and find 
out. Everything from smoked bacon to salmon gravlax is in this 
creative assortment of recipes.
     Giving someone the gift of food is 
from the heart. I love to get homemade 
gifts myself. It tells me that the giver 
cared enough to spend time preparing 
my present, and that means something. 
Chapter one of Gifts Cooks love is a 
checklist of common kitchen tools you 
will need to prepare many of the recipes 
and gifts included. This book even has 
a section on how to package your gifts 
so that the outside is as pretty as the 
inside. The pictures in this book are 
bright, colorful and sometimes even 
informative if you aren’t sure how the 
finished product should look. 
     The great thing about giving these 
gifts of love is that they can work for 
everyone. From a single friend to a 
family of eight, they all love food! Think 
about anyone you come in contact with, 
your mail person, your hairdresser, 
your children’s teachers or maybe a family member. All of them 
would appreciate the recognition that these gifts provide. Most 
incorporate ingredients that you have around the house so they 
won’t be real expensive. I can’t wait to try the green tomato 
chutney and the parmesan crackers!

FEATURED RECIPE: Mexican Hot Chocolate- Mmm!

1 ¼ pounds (20 oz) bittersweet chocolate finely chopped
2 ¼ cups heavy whipping cream
2 soft, plump whole vanilla beans split and scraped

2 tsp ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon ground chipotle chile powder
¼ cup light corn syrup
½ teaspoon almond extract

1- Place the chocolate in a large heatproof bowl. Set Aside

2- In a medium saucepan over low heat, bring the cream, 
vanilla beans, cinnamon, and chipotle chile to a boil, stirring 
frequently. Remove from the heat. Using a silicone spatula, press 

the vanilla pods against the side of the pan 
to remove any remaining seeds and cream. 
Discard the pods.

3- Immediately pour the cream mixture 
over the chocolate, stirring constantly until 
the chocolate is completely melted and 
smooth. Add the corn syrup and almond 
extract, stirring until incorporated. 

4- Pour the chocolate ganache into 
prepared jars, dividing evenly and leaving 
½ inch headspace. Wipe the rims clean and 
secure the lids. Label and refrigerate.

Buy Link on Amazon: 
http://www.amazon.com/Gifts-Cooks-Love-
Recipes-Giving/dp/0740793500/ref=sr_1_1?
s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1323206102&sr=1-1

***I recommend this cookbook to new cooks 
and seasoned veterans alike. Save money and give the gift of 
love! I know I can’t wait to attempt every idea and recipe in this 
book.  A+***

Looking forward: Next month I’ll be reviewing Foodista- the best 
of food blogs. I can’t wait to try this compilation of recipes from 
across the web.

Pamela
Reviewer/Freelance Writer
www.thefantasticfoodie.wordpress.com
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HOLIDAY LOVING
Happy holidays!
     It’s that time of year again for gift-giving, Christmas 
parties, and way too much eggnog. E-readers and tablets 
are the hot gifts again this year. I probably should have 
waited to see what showed up in my stocking, but I 
couldn’t wait and purchased a Kindle Fire last month. 
I’m ready to fill it up with books, including steamy 
holiday romances to warm things up during the cold 
winter season.
     This is a busy time of year for book publishing. If 
you keep your eyes open, you’re sure to find some good 
holiday deals on books and special holiday collections. If 
you purchased an ereader or one of the new tablets for a 
loved one, how about surprising them with a few novels 
as a bonus? If you bought one for yourself, treat yourself 
to one of the Kwanzaa or Christmas stories below. 
     Next month I’ll share parts of an interview I 
conducted with authors who write romantic suspense/
romantic thrillers with protagonists of color, and I’ll 
have a list of books in that genre for you to try. 
     Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas, Happy 
New Year, and happy reading! See you in 2012!

A Delight Before Christmas by Angie Daniels

At the last minute Reginald 
Hodges is asked to play Santa 
at the clinic’s holiday party. 
Mistaking him for their resident 
pediatrician, Berlin hops 
onto his lap and gives him the 
hottest kiss of his life. From that 
moment onward, Berlin and 
Reginald are on a roller coaster 
ride of attraction and lust. The 
more they want each other, the 
hotter they get.

Kwanzaa Homecoming by 
Monica Jackson

In this Kwanzaa tale of love 
and intrigue, Teddi’s life was 
shattered when she was 
betrayed by the man she loved, 
J.T. After two years, she’s rebuilt 
the shards of her life in her tiny 
Kansas hometown, and prepares 
to celebrate the holiday season 

when J.T. comes home, bringing 
danger and intrigue, asking to stay only long enough to 
celebrate the holiday he loves most. 
     Is Teddi prepared to risk her heart, and fight for the 
love of her life? (A revised and updated reprint of Love’s 
Celebration.)

Under the Tree by Stephanie 
Williams

It’s more than packages and 
Christmas candy for Nadia, 
when her two best male friends 
give her what she’s been 
wanting for a long time. Roger 
and Jasper “accidentally” read 
Nadia’s diary and find out her 
secret desires. They believe 
they’re the perfect boyfriends 
for her and are more than 

willing to give her the Christmas gift of a lifetime. Wait 
‘til Christmas when Nadia sees what’s under the tree!

Deck the Halls by Shashauna P. Thomas

Jake and Jason are identical twins who’ve known for a 
long time that there would only be one woman for the 
both of them. One who loved each of them equally and 
could handle both the pros and cons of being shared 
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by two men on a daily basis. As 
soon as they laid eyes on the 
beautiful new file clerk Gloria 
they knew deep in their hearts 
that she was the one meant to 
be theirs. They thought their 
only obstacle was to convince 
her that their feelings were 
genuine. Quickly they learn 
they’re mistaken when they 
find out the lovely Gloria’s been 
keeping a major secret. One that 
not only jeopardizes the future 

they planned to share with her, but also places her very 
life in danger.

A Christmas Evening Vigil by Robert Roman

The Triple Alliance, led by 
Kaiser Otto II, struck without 
warning. The combination 
of Prussian military might, 
Austrian clockwork, and 
Ottoman funding cut through 
the unprepared Entente powers 
like a chainsaw through Brie; 
hamstringing Britain, pinning 
Russia, and very nearly 
destroying France. The year is 
1908, and the Entente is almost 
defunct. Sebastian Cole and 
Leigh Abrams each came within 

a hair’s breadth of giving their lives defending the last 
Entente stronghold. A cowardly attack on Christmas 
Day leaves Sebastian standing alone against the might 
of the Ottoman Immortals. There is no sane way for 
Leigh to reach him in time to help.

Straight Can Wait: Homo for the Holidays by Drake 
Reynolds and Rusty Saber

Gay erotica writers Drake 
Reynolds and Rusty Saber 
present four new stories about 
men who stir up some holiday 
cheer by exploring the bi-
curious side. 
     Grunt of the Dead: A hairy ex-
Marine who’s a pizza delivery 
man and a hot college guy who 
just happens to be dressing 
up as a zombie for the evening 
hook up for mind-blowing sex. 
     Black Friday: A sexy uncut 

Puerto Rican stud with the knack for getting “straight 
guys” catches the eye of a tall, football player married 
black man in a shopping line late one Thanksgiving 
night. 
     Mee’s Kosher Christmas: What’s a handsome, furry, 
toned Jewish guy to do on a Christmas Day when his 
flight attendant wife is out of town working? When he 
sets his sights on a smooth, well-built Chinese waiter, he 
thinks he’ll have a night exploring his secret fantasies of 
dominating a submissive Asian guy. 
     Cruising Into 2012: When an overly sexed gay guy 
and a strapping straight guy get stuck in a dark, stalled 
elevator on a cruise ship New Year’s Eve night, it won’t 
be champagne the two end up drinking!

Hunk of Coal by Cassandra Moore

Nice people get presents under 
the tree. Naughty people get 
Coal in their stocking. Until 
Santa falls off the wagon and 
into his sleigh. Nice girl Christa 
doesn’t deserve the Coal she 
got. When it turns into Cole, a 
hunk of man made just for her, 
she changes her mind. But their 
time together is threatened 
when Santa’s son shows up to 
correct his father’s mistake. 
Samuel sees more in Christa 

than a woman he wants to 
love. He sees the future of Christmas. Can he and Cole 
convince her that her heart, and her bed, have room for 
two?

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Delaney Diamond is the best-selling author of African-
American and interracial romance. Her first release in 
the Hawthorne Family series, The Temptation of a Good 
Man, and her first sweet interracial romance, Worth 
Waiting For, are now available. Enjoy free reads on her 
website at www.delaneydiamond.com. 
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The snow may be already falling in your part of the 
world but there is nothing like a great book, a cup of 
hot chocolate and your favorite blanket to pass the cold 
winter season.  There are a ton of great books coming 
out this winter and I promise you the selection will not 
disappoint.
     You will probably get all kinds of books this holiday 
season from friends and family; I’m sure they know you 
are an avid reader by this point. Here are a few books to 
slip into your last minute wish-lists or to buy for yourself 
as you watch the snow fall.

•	 Dash and Lily’s Book of Dares by: Rachel Cohn and 
David Levithan - This book is about two teens who 
spend Christmas alone in NYC. They run around 
completing dares from a notebook.

•	 The Chronicles of Narnia by: C.S. Lewis - Everyone 
knows this classic tale. Four kids stumble through an 
old wardrobe into another world.

•	 Dragon Rider by: Cornelia Funke - This book is 
about a dragon who travels to the Himalayas. This 
book is more for younger readers but it’s still an 
excellent read.

•	 The Name of the Star by: Maureen Johnson - This 

new novel is features a teenage girl who goes to 
London and gets way more than she bargained for.

•	 Ice by: Stephen Bowkett - This is a post-apocalyptic 
novel set in a time similar to the ice age but with 
more technical advances. Dystopian lovers will like 
this one.

•	 Snowwalker by: Catherine Fisher - This is a fantasy 
novel with strong mythical elements. If you love a 
good story , this is the Winder book for you.

•	 Snow Queen by: Emma Harrison - This is a fun light 
read about the snow queen competition at a ski 
resort.

•	 Snow: A Retelling of Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves by: Tracy Lynn - This description is sort of 
self-explanatory.

You are now well armed to handle winter chill. Don’t 
forget to grab extra marshmallows for that hot chocolate!
------------------------

Monica is a lover of books and is currently serving her 
countery abroad! Find her online at The Bibliophilic 
Book Blog: http://www.bibliophilicbookblog.com
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Winter Wonderland
What a glorious time of year, filled with holiday 
celebrations, love and extra time to read! There’s 
something special about Christmas-themed releases. 
When it comes to romance, there’s that extra tug at the 
heart that staves away the chill. 
     Over the past month, I’ve been greedily reading 
heart-warming tales. In addition to those featured 
more in-depth, my Kindle also holds Tessa Dare’s USA 
Today bestselling, Once Upon a Winter’s Eve and Linda 
Lael Miller’s A Lawman’s Christmas (but since I’ve 
featured both of those authors this year, that’s all the 
mention I’ll do). And, waiting on my Kindle is A Bite 
Before Christmas by Lynsay Sands.
     Now it’s time to share with others. Isn’t that the 
spirit of this season: Giving? Tell me your favorites, 
and what you might want to see in 2012. I can’t believe 
we’re on the cusp of a new year. 

Holiday in a Stetson - “The 
Sheriff Who Found Christmas” 
by Marie Ferrarella - 
Harlequin American Romance

Ferrarella actually gifted two 
books for the season. Along with 
the novella “The Sheriff Who 
Found Christmas,” which comes 
in an anthology with “A Rancho 
Diablo Christmas” by Tina 
Leonard, there is A Cavanaugh 
Christmas. With the Dec. 1 

release dates, and the deadline for this column, I only 
was able to read Sands’ book (below). After tragedy 
strikes close to Christmas, Sheriff Garrett Tanner 
becomes guardian of his young niece. When his deputy 
Lani offers her help all the character traits – such as the 
woman’s optimism and chatty demeanor – that annoy 

Garrett, he suddenly finds appealing. Lani takes it upon 
herself to warm this small-town Grinch’s heart, and 
Garrett soon learns that he doesn’t actually like things 
as neat, orderly and quiet as he thought. 

Mistletoe Wishes by Carole 
Mortimer, Jane Porter & 
Catherine George - Harlequin

While all the stories in this 
anthology deserve mention, 
a fondness persists for Jane 
Porter’s “One Christmas Night 
in Venice.” How can one not 
fall in love in Venice? Italy 
continues to be one of my 
favorite romantic countries, and 
Porter develops an intoxicating 
tale of ill-fated lovers given 

a second chance at happiness. It all re-starts at a 
masquerade ball, and from there the twists continue to 
unfold until the satisfying conclusion.

The Cowboy’s Pride by 
Charlene Sands - Harlequin

Those who’ve been following 
this column know that I’m a 
sucker for a kind-hearted and 
reformed cowboy, and Charlene 
Sands hits the target with 
Clay Worth in The Cowboy’s 
Pride. Readers met Clay’s 
brother Tagg in Carrying the 
Rancher’s Heir. The book takes 
a different approach. Clay and 
Trish are already married, 

but estranged. When Trish returns to Red Ridge to 
work on fundraising for Penny’s Song, the family’s 
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“rehabilitation camp” for ill children, the couple can’t 
deny that the sparks continue to fly. Yet, in order to 
make the relationship work, Trish will have to let go of 
baggage from her childhood and Clay needs to realize 
his own shortcomings. Throw in an adorable baby, 
and it’s a ready-made family. Let’s just say this read is 
worthy of a holiday read. (Pun fully intended.)

TURN UP THE HEAT

Mistletowed by Tara Lain - Coming Dec. 13 from 
Loose Id

I’ve read the other books in this column. Unfortunately, 
Mistletowed is under lock and key until its release date. 
(Pouting). But, since I’m familiar with Tara Lain’s work 
(I’ve read a few of her books, including the m/m Volley 
Balls), I feel like I can count on her to satisfy. So here’s a 
teaser on the holiday novella:  

Five friends, one piece of mistletoe. Christian Elliott 
has the perfect life -- right girlfriend, right job, right 
house and car. How come he’s only really happy when 
he’s with his best friend, Jason? Melanie Cantrell has 
everything she wants. Why can’t she stop cheating 
on her boyfriend with her yoga teacher? Buttercup 

Allender adores her stable life 
with Winston.  But she can’t 
give up her secret desire for 
BDSM. Stir them all together at 
a holiday party with a beautiful 
rock god and a submissive 
stockbroker and what do you 
get? It could be love and it could 
be magic. 

Joyous wishes to you and yours 
… until next year!

Louisa Bacio

Bacio’s erotic paranormal 
The Vampire, The Witch & 
The Werewolf 2: Chains of 
Silver is now available via 
Ravenous Romance, and her 
holiday novella The Vampire 
& The Werewolf: A New 
Orleans Christmas should be 
released later this month. For 
more information, visit www.
louisabacio.com.
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Silver Publishing - Amazon Kindle and 5 eBooks from Silver Publishing 

Ami Blackwelder - eBook Copies - The full set of Shifter Evolutions Saga *Invasion of 2020, SCM of 
2030, Shifters of 2040, Hybrids of 2050, Hunted of 2060

New Line Press -15.00 Amazon gift card 

Tina Donahue - copy of two ebooks (Deep, Dark, Delicious and Adored) 

Adriana Kraft - Ebook Copy: Recent Release 

Sable Hunter - $15 Amazon Gift Card 

Trish Jensen - $15 Amazon Gift Card 

Angela Johnson - Autographed copy of Vow of Deception 

David M. Brown - eBook copies of Short Stories I-IV | eBook copy of Fezariu’s Epiphany 

Elizabeth Lang - $20 Amazon Gift Card, 1 Kindle copy of The Empire 

Lauren Hawkeye - Set of all four e-books in her Harlequin Spice Brief “Erotic Me” series-- “Take 
Me Down”, “Tie Me Up”, “Lead me On” and “Let Me In”, plus two backlist books: “Sex and Love” and 
“Feature Attraction”. 

Cari Quinn - 3 of my backlist ebooks, Personal Research, Insatiable, Ex Appeal 

Tawny Weber - Kindle Gifting - Harlequin Blaze titles: Sex, Lies & Mistletoe, Sex, Lies & Midnight, 
Sex, Lies & Valentines 

Roxanne Rhoads - eBook Copy of Paranormal Pleasures Ten Tales of Supernatural Seduction, eBook 
Copy of Tasty Christmas Treats 

Rachel Haimowitz - One digital copy each of Counterpoint: Song of the Fallen, Break and Enter: Red 
Cell, Sublime: Collected Shorts, and Anchored: Belonging 

Clarissa Yip - Readers chose of 1 Clarissa Yip Decadent Publishing eBook


