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DAKOTA 
CASSIDY
Current Release: 
Accidentally Dead, 
Again - An Accidentally 
Paranormal Novel, #6

Describe your 
current release in two 
sentences?

Man dressed in drag 
as Marilyn Monroe for 
office Halloween party is 

accidentally bitten by a hot female attendee he mistakenly 
believes is merely “costumed” as a vampire.

Oops, his bad :)

Please describe your writing environment.

I write in my office. The lighting is always dim, I mostly 
listen to classical music because it has no words to it, and 
I always have a big glass of water and a cup of coffee with 
me.

What are you working on?

Right now I’m between books, so I’m working on 
proposals for more accidentals and possibly a venture 
back into my old erotic romance stomping grounds. 
Fingers crossed!

What do you feel blessed with?

I feel blessed to have been a working writer for so many 
years. I’m also blessed with crazy loyal fans who’ve 
followed me from ebooks to print and hang out with me 
every day on the various social sites. My incredible hubby, 
and sons, too.

What was your childhood ambition?

To sing a duet with Barry Manilow and dance with Gregory 
Hines :)

If you had to choose one person to have dinner with, 
who would it be? And why?

My dad. He’s gone now and I miss him a great deal. We’d 
watch something on the Food Network with Tyler Florence 
and contemplate the next recipe to try out.

What is your favorite TV show?

OMG, I can’t choose. I watch soooo many. I’m seriously in 
love with GCB, The Walking Dead, Touch, Dancing With 
The Stars, Sons of Anarchy, Burn Notice, The Glades, In 
Plain Sight, Fairly Legal--that’s a lot, yes? LOL!

What career fields have you worked in?

Um, I worked at Roy Rogers, a shoe store (go fig, right?), 
a pizza joint as a waitress and I was a customer service 
rep for a company that custom dyed shoes for weddings 
and sold them to places like Nordstrom etc. Then I was a 
trophy wife (well, I use that term loosely. he was only 5 
years older than me, but it was mostly the same gig. You 
know, just be pretty)--which is work, folks. Hard work. 
LOLLOL!

Where do you want to travel?

Again, I think I’m a fickle pickle because there are a million 
places I want to see. Italy, Greece, Switzerland, Germany, 
Japan to name a few :)

How do you mesh your personal and professional life?

I think some of my personal life is great fodder--so if 
something crazy happens to me or I have a life event 
coming up, I always post it to my FB page and Twitter. 
There’s nothing I love more than to laugh at whatever life 
throws my way. Okay, I don’t love that life is throwing me 
wrinkles and a butt I have to do 50 lunges a day to keep 
from reaching the backs of my knees--but I laugh about it 
anyway :)

What are your plans for the summer? Any books you 
are looking forward to?

No major plans this summer, though I’m going on a cruise 
this fall (squee!). Mostly the summer is when I catch up 
on my reading. I sit out by the pool because it’s hot and no 
one wants to drag their butts out there to find me--so I get 
a lot of bulk reading done. 
And I’m looking forward 
to reading some books 
from some new friends like 
Jules Bennett and some old 
favorites by Stephen King and 
Dean Koontz.

Full Interview at: http://
www.nightowlreviews.com/
nor/Interviews/Tamazon-
interviews-Dakota-Cassidy-
on-Jun-01-2012.aspx
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Summer Beach Reads by Publisher – William Morrow

In the Bag by Kate Klise, ISBN: 978-0-06-210805-0

What happens when your luggage is mixed up while 
you’re in Europe?  Simple, you end up with a bag full of 
stuff that isn’t yours including the clothing which just 
happens to belong to a member of the opposite sex!  
What’s a girl, or boy, to do?
     In a round-a-bout way this 
story reminded me of the 
movie “The Parent Trap”, which 
has always been one of my 
favorites. The idea of the wrong 
luggage being taken is totally 
believable and highly possible 
considering the popularity of 
air travel today. It was fun to 
read about this set of characters 
and the predicament they find 
themselves in. I laughed from 
the very beginning. I also felt 
horrible for Coco. Imagine 
finding yourself in Paris with 
boys clothing! No one wants 
that.
     My favorite aspect of this novel is its unique storyline. 
I haven’t read anything like this in quite a while. I loved 
the settings, it was as if I traveled to Paris and Madrid 
without really going, which is perfect for me. The plot, 
characters and setting make this book a great read. 
It’s everything I love about reading. It’s an escape, an 
adventure, a mystery and a whole lot of fun. If you’re 
looking for something different to read on the beach this 
summer, you’ll want to pick up a copy of In the Bag.

Beach Colors by Shelley Noble, ISBN: 978-0-
06210308-6

What happens when you’re presenting at Fashion Week 
in NYC and your husband of thirteen years cleans out 
your bank account and disappears? Well, a couple things, 
to start you’re foreclosed upon, broke, betrayed and if 
that’s not enough, completely humiliated!  This is what 
happens to Margaux Sullivan in Beach Colors. 
     Margaux, who returns to her small coastal home town 

of Crescent Cove, realizes what she lost in her rise to 
fame and intends to spend the rest of her days alone 
and in hiding.  Fortunately for her, Marguax has a few 

good people who pry her 
from her hiding place and 
help her see the end is not 
yet here.  Back on her feet 
and in a new and fulfilling 
relationship, Marguax 
begins designing top notch 
clothing that again brings 
her fame, but is it worth it 
this time around?
     This one will have you 
curled up on the beach until 
the end is reached.  Its cover 
deserves a shout out for its 
beauty and serenity.  That 
alone will make reader’s 
want to pick up this book, 
though you’re sure to get far 

more from it then just a pretty picture.

What You Wish For by Kerry Reichs, ISBN: 978-0-06-
180184-2

In a story that tackles modern day families, author 
Kerry Reichs explores the world of babies.  To say that 
parenthood can be complicated is not justice for what 
takes place in this novel.  Dimple, an actress, is turning 
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forty, though she won’t admit to a day over thirty-six, 
and wants to quench the thirst of her ever ticking 
biological clock. Eva, an agent to the stars, has always 
known she never wanted children but can’t seem to 
convince the rest of the world it’s true.  Who wouldn’t 
want an adorable life sucking munchkin around? Then 
there is Maryn, who froze embryos during her breast 
treatment cancer as a precaution.  Now, an ex-
wife, Maryn finds herself single, childless and in 
the center of controversy she never expected to 
be caught up in.
     In a witty and humorous look at the question 
many have asked and few have found the answer 
too, comes a story that will 
make reader’s feel better for 
ever wondering “How did I 
end up here?”  With fun and 
witty chapter headings such 
as, Dimple Wants a Change 
and Eva Has an Exam, this 
novel floats from chapter to 
chapter as it explores the life 
of 3 women as they live in the 
here and now while 
experiencing a few 
bumps along the 
way.

Picture This 
by Jacqueline 
Sheehan, ISBN: 
978-0-06-200812-1

If you’ve read Lost & 
Found you won’t 
want to miss its 
sequel, Picture This.  
After her husband’s unexpected death, Rocky Pelligrino, 
retreated to Peak Island to grieve and heal.  This tiny 
tourist town off the coast of southern Maine brings 
Rocky hope, friends and a purpose in her new job as 
the warden of animal control.  Mixed within is a black 
lab that brings love back to Rocky’s life, helping her find 
her way out of the wounded spirit and into surviving 
tragedy.  Of course, what would the book be without an 
enticing and interesting man in the picture?  Then again, 
one can never feel too settled, because just when you do, 
the surprises come again to remind you that life is not 
at all what you expect.  In fact, it is quite often about the 
unexpected.  Now, aren’t you just a little curious?

Saving Ruth by Zoe Fishman, ISBN: 978-0-06-
205984-0

Ruth Wasserman grew up in Alabama. After finishing her 

freshman year of college, Ruth has returned home for 
the summer and taken a job lifeguarding and coaching 
with her brother David.  Not much else has changed 
in her family’s life.  Ruth is still a girl full of low self-
esteem and bad eating habits, David is more distant 
than ever before and her parents are empty-nester’s 
struggling to come to terms with their reality. However, 

nothing brings the truth to life like a 
near tragedy.  When a young girl almost 
drowns while on Ruth’s watch, she is 
pushed to uncover truths about her 
family that should have been confronted 
long ago.  In the end, Ruth’s near tragedy 
proves to be her life-saver, as she is 
pushed to discover who she is and what 
she wants to become.

Safe Within by Jean Reynolds Page, 
ISBN: 978-0-06-187694-3

When her husband request to spend 
his final days at her childhood home, Elaine returns to 
her beloved tree house.  The cabin, located on a North 

Carolina Lake is their slice of solace 
and reverie as Carson fades and Elaine 
prepares for a future that won’t include 
her husband.  In the midst of their final 
days, Carson’s mother, Greta, lands 
herself in the custody of the police 
leaving Carson to find humor in the 
situation and Elaine to wonder how in 
the world she will fit into Greta’s life 
once Carson is gone.  Contemplating the 
obligations she will have to a mother-
in-law who has never approved of her 
turns out to be a fruitless effort as both 
Elaine and her son Mick are soon about 

to experience Greta at full force.  After Carson’s death, 
Mick uncovers unexpected questions, memories and 
surprising accusations from his so-called grandma, that 
have him investigating in order to get to the bottom of 
all of it.  In a book that reminds us we can choose our 
friends but not our family, comes a tale of how family 
happens, like it or not.

---------------------------
Tiffany is an avid reader, reviewer and marketing 
specialist. You can connect with her via the following 
outlets. Website- http://www.acozyreaderscorner.
com - Twitter - @cozyreadersnook – Facebook http://
www.facebook.com/groups/#!/pages/A-Cozy-Readers-
Corner/152514161454295
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UNDERCOVER ALLIANCE

by Lilly Cain 
Sarina is scarred. Her L’inar, the 
curving nerve lines that enable 
Inarrii to experience their full 
sexuality, were severed in battle and 
she can no longer reach completion. 
Until she accepts a job as bodyguard 
to the human ambassador John 
Bennings, and is astonished to 
discover that they share a mental 
bond—a mirrored pathway of 
thoughts that will allow Sarina to 
climax.

When John’s the target of an attack and they are forced into 
hiding, he’s not sorry to be in close quarters with the compelling 
Sarina. They explore their erotic connection, and John is happy 
to demonstrate that humans have more sexual skills than Sarina 
thought.

To prove that she is whole and rejoin her Inarrii clan, Sarina needs 
John to bring her to climax in public in accordance with tradition. 
With a roomful of Inarrii and humans watching, will John be willing 
to perform as Sarina needs—and will their public display make John 
vulnerable to another attack?

43,000 words

Night Owl Reviews
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Summer, summer, summer….it’s time for red hot sum-
mer releases. Oh yeah. I know there are already quite 
a few on my wish list- and soon to be ordered list.
     I have gift cards I received for Mother’s Day that 
need to be spent - and I was saving them specifically 
for some of the hot summer reads on my must have 
list - like Once Burned by Jeaniene Frost (#1 in Night 
Prince) and Tempest’s Fury by Nicole Peeler (#5 in 
Jane True)
     Books on my wish list include: Undead and Un-
stable by MaryJanice Davidson (#11 in Undead), 
Seduced by the Vampire King by Laura Kaye (#2 in 
Vampire Warrior Kings ), Finding Magic by Stacia 
Kane (A Downside Ghosts short story),  Stygian’s 
Honor by Lora Leigh (#26 in Breeds), Werewolf in 
Seattle by Vicki Lewis Thompson (#3 in Wild About 
You ), Bound in Velvet by Sophie Renwick (#4 in An-
nwyn Chronicles).
     I really want to read Hex Appeal a collection by 
various UF authors including Ilona Andrews, Jim 
Butcher and Rachel Caine.
     I’ve already read and reviewed Kiss the Dead by 
Laurell K. Hamilton (#21 in Anita Blake: Vampire 
Hunter). Anita is really doing a lot of soul searching 
and character development or perhaps it should be 
labeled as character acceptance …
     Other books that look promising include: Chaos 
Burning by Lauren Dane (#2 in Bound By Magic), 
Chase Me by Tamara Hogan (#2 in Underbelly Chron-
icles), A Caress of Wings by Sylvia Day (#1.5 in Ren-
egade Angels), Devil’s Gate by Thea Harrison (#4.6 
in Elder Races), The Taken by Vicki Pettersson (#1 
in Celestial Blues)The Golden Lily by Richelle Mead 
(#2 in Bloodlines), All That Falls by Kimberly Frost 
(#2 in Etherlin), Bound by Erica O’Rourke (#3 in Torn 
Trilogy ), When Darkness Hungers by J K Beck (#5 in 
Shadow Keepers), Angel Betrayed by Cynthia Eden 
(#2 in Fallen Angels of Death ), Darkness Devours by 

Keri Arthur (#3 in Dark Angels), Changeling by Kelly 
Meding (#2 in MetaWars ), Before I Wake by Rachel 
Vincent (#6 in Soul Screamers), Chasing Magic by 
Stacia Kane (#5 in Downside Ghosts), Black-Hearted 
Betrayal by Kasey MacKenzie (#3 in Shades of Fury), 
Secret of the Wolf by Cynthia Garner (#2 in Warriors 
of the Rift). These are all new additions to a series 
though, which means I need to go and read all the 
other books in the series. Hmmm…that just means 
more books to get J
     A couple new series that look good include: Wick-
ed Nights by Gena Showalter (#1 in Angels of the 
Dark ) and Dust Girl by Sarah Zettel (#1 in American 
Fairy Trilogy).

Now it’s time for the SQAI’s

This month we have Lilly Cain and DV Berkom tak-
ing part in the Super Quick Auhtor Interviews. Let’s 
get started with Lilly.

RR: Hi Lilly, what is the name of your newest re-
lease and genre/category it falls into?

LC: On June 25, 2012, the third book in my erotic 
sci-fi romance series, The Confederacy Treaty Series 
– entitled Undercover Alliance  will be released from 
from Carina Press.

RR: Can you describe your heroine in one sentence? 

LC: Soryen Sarina Tariim was once a powerful war-
rior but finds herself injured and disdained by her 
clan and must fight to find the strength to believe in 
herself again.

RR: Can you describe your hero in one sentence? 

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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LC: Starforce Special Agent John Norton is a compli-
cated hero—he’s what we wish our men could be, 
both emotionally deep and physically powerful.

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal ele-
ments are in your book?  

LC: My series is all about the future, and out first con-
tact with aliens. In Undercover Alliance the heroine 
is an Inarrii, a humanoid with nerve lines that cover 
most of their skin and appear like henna tattoos 
until the person is excited – then they can raise into 
thin ridges to extend pleasure. The Inarrii are also a 
telepathic race that can share thoughts, emotions and 
memories.

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe 
one interesting scene in your book in less than two 
sentences? 

LC: Think James Bond in outer space – the hero 
involved in a laser fight on the outer hull of a space 
ship. He’s tough, he’s hot, and he’s undercover.

RR: Can you give us three adjectives that describe 
your book as a whole?

LC: Adventurous, sexy, exciting!

RR: What’s the heat level of your book?

LC: Sizzling, make you want to meet an alien hot!

RR: And last but not least, where can a reader pur-
chase your book? 
 
LC: The third in the series, it will be available on June 
25th from Carina Press at www.carinapress.com, or 
through Amazon.com, or you will be able to pick it 
up (and the rest of the series) as an audiobook from 
www.audible.com

Now we have DV Berkom. DV”s book isn’t a para-
normal but a thriller, which is another genre high 
on my to-read list- along with mysteries :)

RR: Welcome to the Night Owl Book Lover’s Maga-
zine, DV. Let’s start with  the name of your newest 
release and genre/category it falls into:

DVB: Serial Date – thriller/satire

RR: Can you describe your main character in 3 
words?   

DVB: retired government assassin

RR: Can you describe your heroine in one sentence?

DVB: Leine Basso is an ex-government assassin who 
gives up the life but is drawn back into using her 
skills when her daughter is abducted by a serial killer.

RR: Can you describe your hero in one sentence?

DVB: Santiago Jensen is a Los Angeles homicide de-
tective with a taste for the ladies, who falls for Leine 
Basso.

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe 
one interesting scene in your book in less than two 
sentences? 

DVB: Leine Basso and Santiago Jensen fight their 
instinctual attraction to each other, but in the end re-
alize it’s hopeless. Leine has to cut off all contact with 
the homicide detective in order to save her daughter.

RR: In two sentences or less can you tell readers 
something unique about your book?

DVB: Serial Date is a fast-paced thriller with elements 
of black humor and satire. The idea for the book 
came from a vivid and twisted dream I had.

RR: Can you give us three adjectives that describe 
your book as a whole?

DVB: gripping, satirical, twisted

RR: What’s the heat level of your book?

DVB:  hot and spicy

RR: And last but not least, where can a reader pur-
chase your book?

DVB: Barnesandnoble.com
Amazon.com
Smashwords.com

That’s it for the SQAI’s in this issue, thank you Lilly 
and DV for joining us this month.

Night Owl Reviews
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SERIAL DATE
by DV Berkom 

A retired assassin. A serial 
killer with a social agenda. 

A politician with a 
fondness for free-range 
livestock.

Determined to leave her 
old life behind, retired 
assassin Leine Basso 
accepts a job working 
security at one of 
television’s most popular 
reality shows, Serial Date. 
When a contestant is 
found dead in the prop closet, it appears the killer is one of the 
‘bachelors’ on the show- an ex-con billed as a serial killer- but 
the detective in charge of the case isn’t so sure. 

When Leine’s estranged daughter is abducted by a man 
claiming to be the real killer, she’s forced to rely on old skills 
to find her, and must come to terms with who she really is. She 
soon realizes the murderer may be a grisly remnant from her 
past and she’ll need to use all of her cunning to stop him and 
rescue her daughter.

Night Owl Reviews
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There are a variety of holidays in the US and around the world 
today. A few countries celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s birthday 
on the 11 (New Zealand celebrates it on June 4, Australia on 
June 10, and Fiji on the 18th).  Quite a few countries celebrate 
Independence Day (June 1-3 in Western Samoa, June 12 in the 
Phillipines, Iceland celebrates it on June 17, and June 29 in the 
Seychelles (with Liberation Day celebrated on June 5)), Memo-
rial Day for South Korea is on June 
6, two countries celebrate Labor 
Day in June - Bahamas on June 3 
and Trinidad and Tobago on June 
19), and the Central African Repub-
lic celebrates Mothers Day on June 
28.  June 6 is D-Day (WWII), June 
14 is Flag Day (albeit Argentina cel-
ebrates Flag Day on June 20), and 
Father’s Day is celebrated in the US 
on June 17.

Some books that might be of inter-
est for readers are the following:

D-Day: The Invasion of Norman-
dy, June 6, 1944 by Randy Holderfield 
and Michael Varhola

The Amazon.com blurb is short and says 
that this book provides a “History at a 
Glance” look, but that it has a large amount 
of information.  A customer review for the 
book on Amazon mentions that, aside from 
the American and German viewpoints, the roles of the British, 
Canadian, and French forces are covered as well as the role of 
old men and boys of from the Ukraine that were forced into 
uniform.  The same review mentions that there is a descriptive-
ness that is very detailed involving all five Allied beachheads as 
well as sections revolving around weapons, equipment, leaders 
from both sides, and air operations.

Flag Day (First Step Nonfiction) by Robin Nelson

Written with children around Prekindergarten age and older 
(around 4+ years old), Flag Day provides a basic overview of 

Flag day with color photographs and easy-to-understand sen-
tences to help with readers’ vocabulary and comprehension.
     For Father’s Day two memoirs from two different points-of-
view:

Father’s Day by Donald J. Bingle

A short read of approximately 2,000 words, the read focuses 
on a single event on a single day 
that became a favorite memory 
for the child of his father. The fol-
lowing is how the read starts and 
posted on Amazon.com:
   “You never know what day your 
kids are going to remember most 

about growing up.
     You hope that it is a good 
day, a day when you per-
formed well as a parent. Your 
greatest fear is that it will be 
a bad day, a day when you 
lost your temper or let the 
dog run out in front of traffic, 
or a day when something 
happened that is only talked 
about in front of high-priced 
therapists.
     In my case it was the day 
my dad bought sod.”

Father’s Day: A Journey Into the Mind and Heart of 
My Extraordinary Son by Buzz Bissinger

The focus of the memoir is on a journey the author takes one 
summer with one of his twin sons - the one who has autism.  
They visit all of the places that they have lived during the son’s 
twenty-four years.  While on the trip, per the blurb, they travel 
from Philadelphia to Los Angeles and see the “best and worst 
of America and of each other.”  It is also a journey into figuring 
each other out and into their shared past.
     Hopefully something may have piqued someone’s interest 
and come back next month for more holiday reading fun!

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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We interrupt our regularly scheduled broadcasting to 
bring you convention 
updates! As you may or 
may not know, this is 
the start of convention 
season. Conventions 
are becoming more 
and more popular in all 
areas of entertainment 
and media. So popular 
in fact, that many industry 
only events, such as Book 
Expo America, are opening 
their doors to the regular 
consumer. This year, 
for the first time ever, 
normal readers can speak 
personally with publishers 
and get advance reader 
copies. 
     There are many different types of conventions 
that will appeal to young adult readers. I know I have 
talked about conventions before; this time around I 
am going to tell you what going to a convention can 
do for you.
     First off, most 
conventions have free 
samples or items. While for 
many people conventions 
are about networking, to 
others, it’s about free stuff. 
Comicon, for example, you 
get a TON of free stuff from 
so many different vendors 
and people. At most 
conventions there might 
be some sort of celebrity. 
For us readers, celebrities are our favorite authors. 
Most book oriented conventions feature guest speakers, 

events to meet authors, and opportunities to get books 
or other things signed.
     This year at Book Expo America 
(BEA) there is going to be a WIDE 
range of advance reader copies 
offered just for those special “power 
readers” who show up on the day 
elected for those special readers. 
There will be signings of books 
such as The Curiosities by Maggie 

Stiefvater, Brenna Yovanoff, and Tessa Gratton.
     There are also many events surrounding 
conventions during the elected convention times. In 
NYC there will be events such as mass signings like the 
Teen Author Carnival featuring Lauren Oliver, Jackson 
Pearce, Barry Lyga, and many many more. They will all 
assemble in one place and give you the chance to ask 

them questions and then 
sign books. LOTS and 
lots of books!
     Most local large cities 
host a state-wide book 
carnival or fair. There is 
also the National Book 
Festival held every July 
on the National Mall in 
Washington D.C. It gets 
a bit crowded but the 
event is completely free 
and there are a ton of 
authors to see and meet. 
Check with your local 
library to find out if they 
know when your local 
events occur or even if 
your local library hosts 
free author events.

Night Owl Reviews
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Rise of Empire
Riyria Revelations, #2
by Michael J. Sullivan
Score: 4.5 Stars / Top Pick
Reviewed by: ELF

“Rise of Empire” by Michael J. Sullivan is the second of his two 
book volumes in the ‘Riyria Revelations’ series. In the first 
book of this volume, “Nyphron Rising”, Hadrian and Royce 
are being employed by the kingdom of Melengar to obtain 
information about the Empire and its plans which seem to 
include the annexation of Melengar. Hadrian is questioning 
his life and its purpose and Royce is risking their 12 years 
of partnership by withholding certain details from him. 
Gradual details about the Heir of Novron are being revealed 
and are difficult to interpret. The newly acclaimed Empress 
has been renamed Modina and the personality by which 
she was formerly known as Thrace has been completely 
subjugated. The church is freely making changes in the name 
of the Empress who is not only a figurehead but has become 
an apathetic figure incapable of defending herself. A new 
Empire is being sculpted and Melengar is the only kingdom of 
Avryn that is steadfastly refusing to join or be swallowed. A 
scullery maid named Amilia strives to find a way to improve 
Modina’s condition even as the princess named Arista finds 
herself failing at her own duties of being an ambassador for 
her brother the king of Melengar. Arista begins to explore the 
limits to her powers as Hadrian and Royce accept her company 
for her unsanctioned trip to Ratibor. Little does she realize 
the key role she is destined to fulfill. The world around her is 
changing but Arista has her own role to play in effecting some 
of those changes.
     “The Emerald Storm” is the second book in this volume 
which finds Arista burdened with yet another impossible 
task even as she continues to refine her powers. The intrepid 
princess strikes out on her own journey which will take 
her deep into enemy territory yet again. Royce and Hadrian 
resume their partnership to follow up on clues that implicate 
a former colleague and enemy of Royce’s. Their journey takes 
them on a ship that travels to distant lands where even more of 
Hadrian’s past is revealed while Royce’s future is threatened. 
Allies and enemies surround them and it is difficult to 
distinguish one from the other. Startling events are sprinkled 
throughout the story which ends with quite a twist and 

continues to intrigue the reader with glimpses of the answers 
to various mysteries.
     An entertaining addition to the tales of the intriguing 
pair of mercenaries with plenty of ‘Revelations’ about their 
backgrounds. The adventures get more fantastical even as 
they still continue the ongoing theme of the search for the 
fabled heir of Novron. There are quite a few unexpected twists 
which alter the direction of the story and characters appear 
and disappear in a sometimes frustrating manner. The author 
seems to delight in disrupting preconceived notions of where 
the story should travel which gives an entertaining freshness 
to the storyline. The books convey the suspense that used to be 
characteristic of the Saturday matinee cliffhangers which kept 
fans breathlessly waiting for the next chapter. A fun read that 
makes one want to read even more adventures of the intrepid 
pair known as Riyria.

Amped
by Daniel H. Wilson
Score: 3.5
Reviewed by: Crisgee

Owen Grey is amped, but as far as he knows his neural implant 
is only medical and to prevent epileptic seizures, and it isn’t 
one of the bad kind that the Pure Humans fear, the kind that 
makes the implanted, or amped, too strong and too smart. 
However, when Owen loses his rights because he is amped, 
he finds out from his father that his amp is not just a medical 
device, and that it has the potential to escalate the conflict 
between modified and unmodified humans. Soon Owen finds 
himself on the run from the police and the government who 
fear his amp, but the place his father urged him to run to, Eden, 
may offer no refuge.
     This novel is an examination of humanity’s fear of the 
unknown and change, a high tech version of the superstitious 
villagers storming the monster’s castle with torches and 
pitchforks. Starting with the suicide of an amped student, 
Owen is hurtled into his adventure, but because the author 
moves at such a brisk pace from episode to episode, it is 
hard for the reader to feel any sympathy for the characters, 
especially when the characters have such little time to make an 
emotional impact. This book will probably appeal for readers 
looking for a quick, cyborg-lite adventure with narrative 
interspersed with legal documents and news.

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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UNCHALLENGED AND UNCONQUERABLE….MARYJANICE DAVIDSON!

In 2004 a book was published that changed the 
face of paranormal romance forever…yes, folks, I’m 
talking about Undead and Unwed, the first in 
the “Queen Betsy” series, the one that firmly 
established this author as the undisputed 
“Queen of Paranormal Chick-Lit” herself – 
MaryJanice Davidson.  I’ve chosen to write 
about MaryJanice’s work because, while billed 
as paranormal romance, I think we all agree 
there is LOADS of suspense in this series – par-
ticularly the later volumes!
     Discovered as an e-book, Undead and 
Unwed didn’t waste any time crawling up the 
bestseller list, and its sequels have also en-
joyed a healthy run there (see complete listing 
at the end of this 
article).  Mary-
Janice is both a 
New York Times 
and a USA Today 
bestselling au-
thor who makes 
her home in 
Minnesota (yes, 
the home of the 
Vikings).  Mary-
Janice is also the 
creator of other 
bestselling series, 
including:  Wynd-
ham Werewolves, 
Alaskan Royals, 
and the Fred the 
Mermaid trilogy.  In conjunction with her husband, 
Anthony Alongi, MaryJanice is also the author of a 

YA series, Jennifer Scales, about a weredragon!  The 
scope of all these varied series proves MaryJanice’s 

range is not limited to 
vampires!
     The Undead series 
begins when Betsy 
Taylor is run over by 
an SUV on her thir-
tieth birthday after 
being laid off from 
her job.  She can’t kill 
herself, dogs love her, 
and it’s not soon be-
fore she finds out that 
she’s been proclaimed 
“Queen of the Vam-
pires” in connection 
with a prophecy.  Eric 
Sinclair, an obnoxious 
vampire who wishes to 
be her consort, proves 
to be the last straw for 

a gal who obviously missed out when The Man 
Above was passing out patience.   Although the 
first five books have more of a lighthearted theme 
than the darker one of Betsy’s more recent ad-
ventures, MaryJanice’s loyal legion of fans have 
brought Betsy to the bestseller list each and every 
time.
Take the latest offering in the series, out June 5th:  
UNDEAD AND UNSTABLE.

Blurb: “If you’re fans of Sookie Stackhouse and 
Anita Blake, don’t miss Betsy Taylor. She rocks” 
(The Best Reviews)—and she’s back once again as a 
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Jenna Storm

Paranormal

By Toni LoTempio – admin by day, writer by night, Toni is the author 
of several paperback and e-books of romantic and paranormal 
suspense and YA fantasy – among them NO REST FOR THE WICCA  
and MY SUPERHERO SISTER.  She is also the author of the Raven 
Grace series, as well as a new YA fantasy, DEMONS AND FIRE.  Her 
short stories are featured in two anthologies, KISS ME KILL ME and 
EVERY WITCH WAY BUT WICKED.  EWWBW’s proceeds benefit 
Nathan Fillion’s charity, KIDS NEED TO READ.

Check out her and ROCCO’s blog at www.catsbooksmorecats.
blogspot.com   to keep up on all the latest news, releases and author 
interviews!

vampire queen who finds herself an unlucky (but fashionable) 
passenger on the road to damnation…
     Betsy’s heartbroken over her friend Marc’s death, but at 
least his sacrifice should change the future—her future —for 
the better. But it’s not as if Betsy’s next few hundred years will 
be perfect. After all, her half-sister Laura is the AntiChrist, 
Laura’s mother is Satan, and family gatherings will always be 
more than a little awkward.
     What’s really bothering Betsy is that ever since she and 
Laura returned from visiting her mom in Hell, Laura’s been 
acting increasingly peculiar. Maybe it’s Laura’s new job offer: 
as Satan’s replacement down under. Unfortunately, the position 
comes at a damnable price: killing Betsy, her own flesh-and-
blood.
Over Betsy’s dead body. And for that matter Marc’s, too, since 
he’s not quite as buried as everyone thought. Now a war has 
been waged—one that’s going to take sibling rivalry to a whole 
new level, and a dimension where only one sister can survive.
 
Fortunately, Betsy fans can stop salivating – the book’s re-
lease was June 5th:  I’m reading my copy now – how about 
you?

The Undead Series:

1.       Undead and Unwed (Berkley, 2004,
2.       Undead and Unemployed (Berkley, 2004,
3.       Undead and Unappreciated (Berkley, 2005,
4.       Undead and Unreturnable (Berkley, 2005,
5.       Undead and Unpopular (Berkley, 2006,
6.       Undead and Uneasy (Berkley, 2007,
7.       Undead and Unworthy (Berkley, 2008,
8.       Undead and Unwelcome (Berkley, 2009,
9.       Undead and Unfinished (Berkley, 2010,
10.    Undead and Undermined (Berkley, 2011)
11.    Undead and Unstable (Berkley, 2012)

Promote Your 
Book in the 
NOR Mag!

Contact
Reviews@NightOwlReviews.com

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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LARD- THE LOST ART OF COOKING WITH YOUR GRANDMOTHER’S SECRET INGREDIENT
The folks over at GRIT Magazine have produced a cookbook 
with 150 recipes that are akin to grandma’s cooking. Most 
people think lard equals fat. As this book points out, that 
simply isn’t true. Lard has been used throughout the years for 
cooking, soap and even lighting. I found it quite interesting to 
learn that Americans have gained weight since switching over 
to the supposed healthier versions of vegetable shortenings. 
When I’m hungry, I eat. Most of us do, I believe. They’ve now 
found that these highly processed, low fat versions of oleo, 
margarine or shortening actually make most of use gain 
weight.
     I must admit that I never quit using lard. I’ve always used 
it to fry my husband’s favorite breaded pork chops. What I 
found from this book is that the lard I’ve been buying in the 
store isn’t always the best choice. While I’d love to render my 
own lard, and the directions for doing that are included for 
the price of the book, it’s not feasible for me at this time. The 
authors share invaluable resources on how and where to get 
the best lard.
     This book organizes the recipes by chapters and groups 
the food together by breads, vegetables, desserts, etc. The 
bread section is first and I like that. Biscuits aren’t the same 
if they aren’t made with lard. My mother never had a fancy 
pastry blender, but she used the two-knife method well. (You 
may need to acquire this skill to prepare the recipe below.) 
She taught me how to blend the flour and lard into a coarse 
mixture before adding the rest of the ingredients. Thinking 
about her homemade biscuits has my mouth watering. I could 
slap some real butter on a few and drizzle them with honey 
and oh my, I’ll try to stay away from the ‘they’re so good they 
make you want to slap your mama’ slang since she’s the one 
hopefully making them for me this weekend.
     I can’t wait to try the homemade flour tortillas and the apple 
dumplings.
     I love this cookbook, but there are a few issues that make 
me say, ‘hmm.’ First off, there are very few pictures. I like 
pictures and I’m not afraid to ask for them. The pictures that 
are included are not located by the recipe. Page 51 has a recipe 
for Firm Eggplant and to the left is a picture of Corn-Stuffed 
Peppers from page 57.  Makes you wonder who was in charge 
of that right?

FEATURED RECIPE

Freezer Biscuits
2 cups of unbleached all 
purpose flour
4 teaspoons of baking powder
½ teaspoon cream of tartar
¼ teaspoon of salt
2 Tablespoons of sugar
½ cup of lard, cold and 
coarsely chopped
2/3 cup of milk
1 egg beaten
Butter and honey for serving

In a large bowl, mix together the flour, baking powder, cream 
of tartar, salt and sugar. Using a pastry blender or two knives, 
but in the lard until it resembles coarse crumbs. Beat together 
the milk and egg; add to the flour mixture and stir until a ball 
forms. Turn out the dough onto a lightly floured surface and 
knead gently for a few minutes. Line a baking sheet with wax 
paper and set aside. Using a rolling pin, roll out the dough 
to a ¾ inch thickness and cut with a biscuit cutter. Place the 
biscuits on the prepared baking sheet and cover with plastic 
wrap. Freeze the biscuits until solid (about 6 hours) then 
transfer to a zip-top plastic bag. Freeze for up to one month.
     To bake: Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Place the biscuits 
1 inch apart on a baking sheet lined with parchment paper. 
Do not thaw before baking. Bake 20 minutes until puffed and 
golden brown. Serve warm with butter and honey.

***I highly recommend you use this book. Overlook the 
lack of pictures and realize that what makes this cookbook 
exceptional is the total uniqueness it brings to the kitchen. 
These recipes are nostalgic and comforting. Cook it up for 
Sunday, invite the family and sit a spell. ***
 
Looking forward: Next month I’ll be reviewing Allergy-Friendly 
Food for Families.

Pamela
Reviewer/Freelance Writer
www.thefantasticfoodie.wordpress.com
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When I requested an interview with Ellen Hopkins, I 
had not been expecting to receive a copy of an adult 
novel. The jacket aroused my interest and I started 
reading that day. Ellen’s writing style is different than 
the traditional novel and 
it took me a few pages to 
get adjusted. Once I did, 
I found myself unable to 
put the book down. 
     Ellen did a wonderful 
job of creating a strong 
plot line, with the lives of 
three different women, 
all intertwined with each 
other. The characters 
were amazing and three 
dimensional. I often fell 
like I was watching a 
movie, the descriptions 
were so detailed and 
invoking. At other times, 
I felt like the story was 
part of my real life and 
the women were good 
friends of mine.
     It isn’t often this sort of connection happens with 
me. I rarely empathize with characters as I did in 
this story.
I found myself going through a variety of emotions: 
happiness, grief, admiration, arousal, sympathy and 
resentment. Anyone who’s a fan of real life stories, 
that aren’t twisted just to provide a happy ending is 
sure to enjoy Triangles. 
     Ellen took time out of her busy schedule to let us 
get to know a bit about her. 
     Ellen, thanks so much for agreeing to share some info 
with Night Owl Reviews.

Sara Trimble, Entertaining Readers...One Page at a Time

INTERVIEW WITH ELLEN HOPKINS

NOR: How did you get into writing?

EH: I’ve been writing since I learned what it was 
and could approximate doing it. My passion for it 
evolved from an early love of reading, programmed 
into me by my mom. I published my first poem 
at age nine, and continued publishing poetry 
throughout high school and into college, where 
I studied journalism. There, I met Mr. Wrong 
and dropped out to get married, have kids and 
start a couple of businesses. When the marriage 

fizzled, I dropped out 
of entrepreneurship 
and into freelance 
journalism, then into 
nonfiction books, and 
finally into fiction. 
There were many 
years of trial and error 
experimentation.

NOR: How do you 
balance being a 
writer with family and 
friends?

EH: It can be difficult. 
Writers are always 
writing, even when 

they’re not putting words on paper. It’s one reason 
writers have writer friends, and I do. Almost all my 
friends are writers, and those who aren’t do have a 

ELLEN HOPKINS

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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hard time understanding why I’m as dedicated to my 
vocation as I am. My family has been there for the 
journey, so they have witnessed the results of years 
of hard work. I think that makes them more patient 
than they might otherwise be. It becomes a matter of 
quality over quantity, time-wise.

NOR: How do you develop your story ideas?

EH: It’s an organic process. I come up with a subject(s) 
that I want to write about, and then create characters 
around that. This demands research, and as much 
primary research as possible. At this point in my 
career, I am fortunate to be able to open my social 
networking platforms and ask readers for personal 
stories regarding, say, spinal muscular atrophy, a 
thread in both TRIANGLES and TILT. Once I hear real 
stories, character building becomes easier. And once 
those characters are built, they start talking to me. 
That’s the easy part. The 
hard part is convincing 
them to shut up.

NOR: How long does it 
take you to complete a 
book, from planning to 
revision?

EH: I can’t include 
planning, because I’m 
always planning the 
next book while writing 
the current project. The 
good thing about that 
is, once I finish a book 
I can jump right into 
the next one. And I do. 
With the last book I finished, COLLATERAL 
(November 2012), I celebrated for about two 
hours before feeling like I was spinning my 
wheels. Okay, it’s not so much dedication as 
obsession. I admit it. I wrote COLLATERAL, 
start to finish, in four and a half months. 
That’s fast. Six months is average, I’d say. 
But it’s not because my agent or editor or 
publisher is pushing me. Writing is my drug of 
choice.

NOR: Describe your writing process.

EH: Deliberate, although I’m not a planner. I don’t 
outline, but I’m not one of those who spews words 
onto the page, then goes back to make everything 
right. I only write one draft, and I do that page to page. 

I pretty much have to because of the way each page 
flows so specifically into the next. Again, it starts with 
character building, and once I know them, trusting 
them to tell me their stories. Once in a while either 
I don’t listen well enough, or they forget to tell me 
something, but story has become instinctive for me. 
So if something bothers me—if I feel like something’s 
missing or not quite honest—I fix it before moving 
on. I revise heavily as I go, and sometimes I can spend 
way too much time making a single page, or even a 
sentence, right. Word choice and placement on the 
page are crucial because of my writing style. While it 
might seem slow while I’m doing it, on the far end the 
book is pretty much finished. I rely on my fabulous 
editors to let me know if there are problems with plot 
or subplots, but those are usually minor.

NOR: What’s in your 
TBR pile?

EH: I am the regional 
advisor for the Nevada 
chapter of the Society 
of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators 
(SCBWI), where 
we’ve just kicked off 
our fourth mentor 
program. So I’ve just 
finished reading 
and line editing two 
manuscripts for that 
program. At home, 
my reading is almost 

always manuscripts for 
critique or unreleased books 
for jacket blurbs. I’ve got a 
couple of those sitting here, 
too. All pleasure reading is 
pretty much when I travel. I’m 
just back from a trip, so I’m 
in the middle of a nonfiction 
called COLUMBINE and I’ve 
got THE POISONWOOD BIBLE 
waiting for me, too.

NOR: What’s in your IPod or 
CD player right now?

EH: Our fifteen-year-old son has become obsessed 
with learning to play the guitar, so we’ve been 
encouraging him away from strict heavy metal 
with classic rock guitar greats. Right now, it’s Peter 
Frampton. 
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NOR: Do you have a mentor or favorite author you 
strive to be like?

EH: Not so much anymore, but around 15 years ago I 
decided to grow my poetry and joined a Carson City 
group, Ash Canyon Poets. The unofficial, but defacto, 
group leader was an amazing local poet, Bill Cowee. He 
took me under his wing and, boy, did my poetry grow. 
This was before any attempt at a novel in verse. Bill 
passed away a couple 
of years ago, but not 
before he saw a good 
deal of my success. 
He was very proud, 
and I am proud to 
have known him.

NOR: If you could 
meet one famous 
person, dead or 
alive, who would it 
be and why?

EH: Stephen King, 
whose work I’ve 
long admired. In 
fact, much of my 
early fiction writing 
(practice, really) was short horror stories. But 
I’d love to spend an afternoon talking character 
with him. He’s the master of character-driven 
genre. I also think he’d be fun to have at a 
writers’ retreat.

NOR: What’s your favorite story that you’ve 
written? Why?

EH: Not sure I can pick just one. I really enjoyed 
writing my first adult novel, TRIANGLES, plus its YA 
companion, TILT. It was so interesting to write the 
adult POV, followed by the teen, of the same general 
time period for these three families. But COLLATERAL 
really spoke to me. It’s funny, because the main POV 
character in that book is nothing like me. It was fun to 
step so far outside my own experience to write her.

NOR: When did you become a bestseller? Your 
reaction?

EH: All eight of my YA novels have hit the NY Times 
bestseller list. The funny thing is, the first two didn’t 
hit immediately and, in fact, took two years to find 
those sales. I was an unknown when CRANK published 

in 2004. Since then, of course, that book has become 
huge. Totally unexpected. It was my third novel, 
IMPULSE, which pubbed in 2007, that hit big, fast. My 
reaction? Blown away. I mean, I’ve always considered 
myself a pretty good writer, but good writing doesn’t 
always equate to audience, and you can’t expect the 
kind of success I’ve realized. I’m truly grateful to have 
found my place as an author, and a loyal, growing, 
readership.

NOR: Has becoming a BS changed anything?

EH: Of course. There’s the money, not that I’m mega-
wealthy or anything, but I can now afford things I 
used to only dream about. Travel, especially. And 
because I no longer have to worry about emergency 
roof repair or braces for my son’s teeth, I am much 
more relaxed and, I’m sure, fun to hang out with. 
Mostly, though, I’ve grown confident in my writing. 

I’ve got nothing to prove, 
so I can take chances 
and try new things, like 
moving into the adult 
marketplace. 

NOR: What’s next for 
you?

EH: Two books release 
this fall. TILT (YA) and 
COLLATERAL (adult). 
I’m currently writing 
SMOKE, the 2013 YA, 
and the long-awaited 
sequel to my second 
novel, BURNED. And 
we’re negotiating a new 
contract. The next one 
is going to be hugely 

controversial. Yes, even for me. And why do I like that?

NOR: Can you provide links where readers may 
learn more about your work, keep up with your 
career, and contact you?  

EH: Absolutely. 
www.ellenhopkins.com  
www.facebook.com/ellenhopkinsya   
https://twitter.com/#!/EllenHopkinsYA 

NOR: Thanks so much for participating in this 
interview and good luck with your adult novels! I 
loved Triangles and can’t wait to read Tilt.

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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What are the first words that come to your mind when 
you think of the continent of Africa?
     
•      Hot.
•      Third World countries.
•      Civil unrest.

What about romance? 
Not so much, right? 
I’ll try to change your 
mind with this month’s 
column.
     The continent of 
Africa is so much more 
than the stereotypical 
words above. Although 
we think of Africa as 
one homogenous land 
mass, as the world’s 
second largest continent, 
it’s far from the same 
throughout. 
     Over one billion 
people live in over 
50 countries, and 
the cultures of these 
countries are as diverse as the many dialects and 
languages spoken by the people. So we shouldn’t 
be surprised to learn that it’s the breeding ground 
for a talent pool of authors who are shedding new 
light on the continent and showcasing its many 
appealing attributes through characters and sigh-
worthy plots.
     While you may find a fair number of romance 
novels with Africa as the setting, you’ll seldom find African 
characters as the proganists in these novels. Books with 
African characters include the same types of plots you’re 

familiar with in other novels, but they often have a cultural 
twist that make them even more interesting and provide a 
good learning experience.
     There are metropolitan locales with cosmopolitan 
characters who balance putting together business deals 
while navigating affairs of the heart. There are marriages 
of convenience, paranormal sci-fi fantasy, and interracial 

romance, to name a few.
     By the time you get finished with the starter list 
below, you’ll find new words to associate with Africa:

• Contemporary.
• Love.
• Romance.

I encourage you to kick off 
your summer reading with an 
African romance novel. If you’d 
like to find more romance 
novels by and about Africans, 
start with the Romance Writers 
of West Africa (http://rwowa.
wordpress.com/). Stop by their 
website to sample the excerpts 
of books by their members and 
find out about contests and 
new releases.

A Heart to Mend by Myne 
Whitman

Gladys moves to live with an 
estranged aunt in Lagos and 
to continue her search for a 

job. Before long she lands the job of her dreams with the 
foremost oil company in the city and makes several new 
friends. She also gradually resolves the mystery of why her 

Africa: The Land of Romance
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aunt previously cut all ties with their family. But the best 
part about her new life is meeting Edward Bestman. 
     Edward is good-looking, super rich but emotionally 
scarred. Gladys gets him to see that she loves him and that 
together they can surmount all their differences. However, 
when they return from a romantic trip abroad, they find 
that some unnamed 
people are about to 
take over his business 
empire.
     Who are the people 
close to Edward 
who want to betray 
him and destroy 
his happiness with 
Gladys?

Chancing Faith by 
Empi Baryeh

He didn’t do short 
term relationships… 
American ad exec, 
Thane Aleksander, 
doesn’t date co-
workers either—until 
business takes him to Ghana, 
West Africa, and he meets 
Naaki. Now he’s at risk of 
breaking all the rules. Can he 
stop this headlong fall before 
it’s too late? 
     Naaki Tabika has a burning 
need to prove, to herself and 
to others, that she’s more than 
wife and mother material. 
To do so, she’s prepared to 
give up everything for her 
job. Meeting Thane, however, 
makes her want to get 
personal. But falling for her 
boss could destroy her career. 
Will she be willing to risk it 
all for the one thing that can 
make her truly happy? 
      Two divergent cultures, two different races, two 
career-driven professionals, only one chance at true love.

My Soul to Keep by Tananarive Due

Tananarive Due mixes nearly unbearable suspense with 
fantasy and horror in this tightly woven tale. When people 
close to her begin to meet violent, mysterious deaths, 
Jessica’s husband makes an unimaginable confession: 

More than 400 years ago he and other members of an 
Ethiopian sect gave up their humanity for immortality--a 
secret that he must now protect at any cost.

Show Me the Sun by Miriam Shumba

A heartwarming debut novel about a woman with low 
self-esteem who unexpectedly finds love, explores family 

relationships, jealousies 
between friends, 
infidelity in marriage, 
and the possibilities of 
happy endings when 
they are least expected.

Love’s Courage by 
Mokopi Shale

Twenty-nine-year-old 
Lesego Khumoetsile 
has no intention of 
getting into a serious 
relationship. She has 
big plans of creating a 
cultural retreat where 
the young and trendy 
can take a break from 
the bustling pace of 
Jozi to learn about their 

heritage. Bumping into Kenneth Tumaole won’t 
distract her from her goals, not even when they 
start a steamy romance that leaves them both 
gasping for breath.
     When Lesego applies for funding for her 
project, Kenneth is assigned as her head financier, 
but their attraction is too strong for them to 
stay away from each other, despite the potential 
conflict of interest. Then a media scandal erupts 
which drives them apart. Will Lesego have the 
courage to put aside 
her pride and accept 
Kenneth’s love?

----------------------------

Delaney Diamond is the best-
selling author of African-
American and interracial 
romance. Her current 
releases Private Acts and A 
Hard Man to Love, are now 
available. Enjoy free reads 
on her website at www.
delaneydiamond.com. 
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I am slightly all over the map this month. If some say a 
writer/reviewer’s life is easy, have them get their head 
examined quickly! Between writing columns, reviewing 
media products (that includes books, CDs, DVDs. etc), ill 
family and friends in the hospital, (the rare time for eating & 
sleeping, and radio appearances, I have been going NUTS....
and I would not want it any other way! This month I address 
three different sides of the life.

Part One

I do love my online friends on Facebook. Some of these 
wonderful people and I have great debates and discussions. 
They are also a great 
support system. Many 
of the discussions can 
open your eyes and 
sometimes your mind 
to different points 
of view you never 
thought of before...
maybe sometimes, on 
those rare occasions, 
changing it. My friend 
Jean Joachim, the author of such books as Now and Forever 
& Moonlight and Roses asked me a question in a Facebook 
group we both belong to called Contemporary Romance 
Lovers.
     If you go to the group page on Facebook from May 8, you 
will see this question..
     I DO have a question for Bennet. You review romance, 
I believe. Since you are exposed to so many books, do you 
find that romance books are getting better: better writing, 
more original stories, more finely drawn characters or is the 
flood of self-publishing and small ebook publishers bringing 
forth a poorer product, more books badly written, repetitive 
plots and one-dimensional characters? Or is it somewhere 
in-between??
     It isn’t a bad question at all. It is a great question.
     Let me start with a quote to help answer that question...

”If there is a magic in story writing, and I am convinced that 
there is, no one has ever been able to reduce it to a recipe 
that can be passed from one person to another. The formula 
seems to lie solely in the aching urge of the writer to convey 
something he feels important to the reader.” ~ John Steinbeck 
in The Paris Review

Now I do not want to just focus on the romance genre. In my 
opinion, let me address these books as a whole....are there 
many self-published books of all sorts on the market these 
days? YES. It is also like publishing of old. An Independent 
publishing house from the 1960-1970’s is like the self and 
E-book publishers of today’s marketplace. Was there great 

and wonderful books 
written back then? YES. 
Was there garbage also 
printed back then? Oh 
Gawd YES.
     I can say there was a 
growing industry as the 
free presses grew in the 
fifties and sixties after 
World War II. It pushed 
book growth. There were 

small little book shops then. At that point the big book 
superstores like Barnes and Noble and Books A Millions 
were not even thought of. Many of these small book shops 
have gone the way of the Dodo bird and those types of shops 
have almost vanished. The big bookshops are currently 
losing money and may be like the small book stores of old.
     So is it poorer product, with badly written books then as 
in now? In some cases YES. In my opinion, for every three 
badly written books, there is one treasure of a book which is 
paralleled the self/ E-publishing of today. Were there some 
better in the days of old. YES. I think we are more open with 
subject matter even in romance and in fiction.  Are some 
books WORSE than before? Gawd YES. For every Fifty Shades 
of Gray there are books that are not as good. I take each book 
on a case by case basis. So Jean, I would say it is in-between 
on the subject of good and bad. You get a bit bad with the 
good in on the genres including romance and its hybrids.

A Column in Three Parts

The critics themselves have 
created an Amazon group named 

Badly Behaving Authors... 
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     To compare yesterday and today, there were more 
hardcover and paperback books. Now the format is usually 
e-book, CD, DVD or other electronic formats, rather than 
paper print. You can read a book on the kindle, the nook, 
computer, iPad as well as on cell phones and other tech 
devices. 

Part Two

On a side note, one of the newest trends is the bullying 
of reviewers by authors and their friends. I have noticed 
some writers have ganged up on real critics. Critics who are 
established and review an author’s work honestly. I am not 
talking about reviewers who use book as a forum to pick on 
or taunt authors themselves. Believe me, I have seen that 
type of vicious, middle school bully critics and reviewers who 
have done that kind of personal attack of an author. I do not 
like that any better than any other author does. It’s not pretty 
to read where the critic assumes the author is...well you get 
the idea. It isn’t NICE! The critics themselves have created an 
Amazon group named Badly Behaving Authors... and this is 
where the acid flies. They blame authors for creating a ring of 
authors who protect their own.
     Things really fly however when a reviewed work is not 
positive enough for some of these authors…Those special 
writers have organized a lynch mob of their fellow writers 
who via email, other web sites/blogs or other means taunted 
their honest critics.
     I know these facts first hand, because I gave a bad review 
to the Bristol Palin audio-biography on Amazon. There 
was a woman with the pen name “Jane Austin” who picked 
not on my review, but everything else from my picture to 
my personal politic views (which I never talk in any public 
forums nor in my reviews). You can look it up on Amazon if 
you do not believe me...read the comments and see exactly 
what I am saying.
     This small group of authors has such pettiness for trying 
to get what they want at any cost. I have heard this directly 
from other reviewers.  If a reviewer gives a book three stars 
out of five on Amazon these “special writers” either want a 
rewritten five star review or the author tries to over explain 
why the reviewer needs to give their book a better review... 
or face the wrath of their peers. According to the badly 
reviewed writer her peers “don’t like me anyway”.
     On a personal note, I am a critic. I’ve been doing this job 
for almost thirty years. I have grown a thick hide in those 
thirty years. However, I also am not here for public abuse 
for doing my job. I do not like these new forms of bullying. I 
don’t like reading reviews from critics who want to pick on 
authors...or comments from writers who pick on critics.
     One web site organizer, not Night Owl Reviews, told me “I 
have to honest. This site is for reviewers who want to post 
only positive reviews. The reason I created it is because of 
all the negative comments I see on Amazon and on other 
review sites. I really do not like it when reviewers destroy the 
hopes of an author. This review site is to post reviews that 
highlight the great work done by authors. If there is a book 
that I do not feel deserves four or five stars and the writing 
is not great or the plot line is weak I won’t review it. I just 

summarize these books. The authors that put their books up 
on this site and the other reviewers respect my guidelines. If 
anyone posts a negative review or something that I feel hurts 
an author I will delete. I stand by what I say…saying that to 
a reviewer you are tying their hands behind their back with 
their honesty…”
     I am going to leave this subject matter alone for the time 
being. Any writer, who wishes to discuss this subject, or 
any other writing subject, can feel free to contact me at 
audioworld@yahoo.com.  If I get enough opinions on this 
subject, I will post this as a follow up column in the future. 
Note I will not edit any email reply in the content…just taking 
out any curse words, correcting grammar, etc.

Part Three

My friend Joann H. Buchanan, author of the book “I am 
Wolf”, has a great blog on The Eclectic Artist Cave. I read 
the blog of May 16, 2012. I asked her if I could reprint this 
in my column...because I think more people needed to read 
them. She agreed without a blink of an eye. Thanks Joann. 
Do remember these are her words, not mine (you give credit 
where credit is due).
     The term, writers are a dime a dozen is a coin that holds 
some truth. That being said, I have been involved in the 
publishing industry as a wannabe writer, an amateur writer 
and a published writer for about three years now. Over the 
course of those years, I have noticed several things.
     The first thing I learned was that there is A LOT of talent 
out there. There are amazing writers with voices that make 
me giddy when I learn they have a new book coming out.
     That being said, it seems to me that there are many issues 
in the industry that most writers are afraid to talk about 
for fear of being deemed “unreasonable or difficult to work 
with,” which is one of the worst things that can happen to a 
writer.
     Recently in a post on Mandy DeGeit’s blog, she states that 
the publishing company took complete creative control of 
her manuscript. When she asked why, they said it was not 
fit to be published as it was and that they had to “save” it. 
According to Mandy, her contract allowed for editing but not 
creative control of her manuscript.
     On FaceBook, another writer states, “I am a victim of 
xxxxxxxx, my first novel was played with in the same manner 
as Mandy DeGeit and others who have been hurt by AG and 
his press. My treatment when I found out what had happened 
after reading the published copy was also the same.” 
     The sad thing is the list goes on. Many other writers 
have been the victim of small press not paying the writers 
royalties, changing the story from the original and so on 
and so forth. There are some that have even taken it to the 
point of holding onto rights when the original creator of the 
story, (the writer) has wanted out of a contract for whatever 
reason.
     Other things that are happening in the business. The 
following headline was taken from The New York Times on 
January 31, 2012,
Barnes & Noble Won’t Sell Books From Amazon Publishing
     The article states, “The ban includes books released by 
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New Harvest, a new imprint of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
that recently struck a deal to publish and distribute books 
released by Amazon Publishing’s unit based in New York.”
     Ok so what do all these have in common? It’s simple; the 
writers are being put in the middle of games they didn’t 
want to play in the first place. Guys wake up...without the 
writer, the entertainment and even web industries would 
fall. Without us, there would be no small press, brick and 
mortar stores, video games, blogs, newspapers, websites, 
music, movies, TV shows and commercials. Think about 
this for a minute. Who creates all those? Who provides the 
written word the actors learn? Who provides the lyrics to 
our favorite songs? Who provides the paragraphs for all the 
websites? A writer!
     I have been lucky when it comes to the publisher who 
took a risk on me. World Castle Publishing is a company 
that doesn’t try to change a story, and she works with you 
on the cover. I’m sure there are many small press companies 
out there who fall under the same category as World Castle 
Publishing.
     The question still remains, how do we keep writers from 
being attacked when they are the victim? Would a painter 
allow a museum curator to pick up a brush and begin adding 
his or her masterpiece? There is a difference between editing 
and creative control. When a contract states editing, it 
doesn’t mean change the entire story. There is not a fine line 
between editing and a company doing an entire rewrite and 
changing the story. Just like there’s a line being crossed when 
it comes to writers being used as pawns for other companies 
to bully others.
     As writers, we often forget we have rights because we 
want that ever important golden ticket. So what if we make 

that ticket seem less important? What if we all decided to 
take our destinies into our own hands? What if every writer 
in the world said the word “No”? What would happen? 
When the writers went on strike a few years back, favorite 
TV shows were canceled. What happens if all the writers in 
America pulled their books? The brick and mortar stores 
would close and the publishing companies would no longer 
have the power.
     Let’s be realistic though, that would never happen. We 
writers need to be heard. We have a need to make money 
just like everyone else in the world. Writers need to eat too 
and have families and well the list goes on. Still even if it 
happened for a day, wouldn’t that show the world we are 
serious about the business of being taken serious? Many 
people are happy with the companies they are at, just like 
tons of people are happy with being self-published. It takes 
all kind to make this industry turn...but still, what would 
happen if--
     Yeah I know I ranted on enough, and believe it or not, 
I really am happy where I am at the moment. I just am so 
tired of seeing friends getting scammed or becoming victims 
because they don’t have the money to hire a good attorney. 
I’m tired of watching us climb through the hoops to get on 
the shelves and I’m more than tired of big businesses feeling 
they have a right to mess with our creative endeavors and 
our income.
     Oh what if--just for a day...yeah.

I couldn’t say it better, Joann. Thanks for letting me share 
your words
     So until next time reach for the stars

Night Owl Reviews

THE WATCHERS 
by Jon Steele

Beneath Lausanne Cathedral, in Switzerland, there is a 
secret buried before time began, something unknown to 
angels and men, until now...

Marc Rochat watches over the city at night from the 
belfry of the cathedral. He lives ina world of shadows and 
“beforetimes” and imaginary beings.
Katherine Taylor, call girl and daydreamer, is about to 
discover that her real-life fairy tale is too good to be true.
Jay Harper, private detective, wakes up in a crummy hotel 
room with no memory. When the telephone rings and he’s offered a job, he knows he 
has no choice but to accept.

Three lives, one purpose: save what’s left of paradise before all hell breaks loose.
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Sun-sational Reads
The summer sun shimmers over the water; bare feet 
dug into warm, silky sand; the shocking contrast of an 
icy fruity beverage sliding down one’s throat; and the 
perfect summer read tucked into your tote.
     How I love reading, but 
there’s a certain type of book 
the fits within one’s reading 
style, and the time of year. For 
me, light-hearted romances fit 
perfectly as that “beach read.” 
As a college professor, I often 
have students tell me that they 
don’t have “time” to read for 
pleasure. Well, make the time. 
For those who get to vaca-
tion, or still are able to enjoy 
a traditional summer … now’s 
the time.
     Let’s take a glimpse at a few 
recent releases that are worth 
your time.
 
Hot Demon Nights
Elle James
Harlequin
 
I’ve got this Craving. It hits at night. One could say 
that it’s a Nocturne Craving(s), and Elle James has 
the soothing salve with Hot Demon Nights. As the new 
cop on the block in Manhattan, Katya Danske feels like 
she’s got something to prove: She’s way more than a 
pretty face and curvy body, and she’s trying to get be-
yond events of her past. What she didn’t expect was to 
have a zombie drop literally onto her balcony, and have it 
propel her onto a special paranormal investigative team.
     Partnered with Kat is demon Blaise Michaels, and the 
two embark on an adventure of medical engineering 
gone bad. Kat’s got double-trouble with Blaise. Not only 
is she incredibly attracted to him, but she questions how 

much is natural and how much deals with his demon-
given talents. For the reader, finding out that answer 
is more than half the fun. I enjoy those stories that mix 
paranormal elements with reality. Because in “real life,” 
there are those things that we simply cannot explain, 
and then there are zombies.
 
Three Weddings and a Murder
Courtney Milan, Tessa Dare, Carey Baldwin, Leigh La-

Valle
 
Four lovely writers and four 
delicious stories. What can get 
better than this? Tessa Dare 
kicks off the anthology with 
“The Scandalous, Dissolute 
No-Good Mr. Wright.” For 
Miss Eliza Cade, the youngest 
of four sisters, how can Mr. 
Wrong be so Wright? (Sorry, I 
couldn’t help myself with the 
pun.) One by one, Eliza must 
watch her sisters get married 
off before she’s allowed to 
come out in society.
      Harry Wright tries ex-
tremely hard to be taken bad-
ly. He’s got a reputation of a 

rake, gambler and all-around no-good-guy to uphold, and 
from the minute he meets Eliza, he knows how to push 
all her buttons. In fact, he seems to see past the exterior 
insisted upon by society to her deepest desires. “Eliza’s 
nursemaid had it all wrong. The devil didn’t entice with 
perfection. He seduced with flaws.” And how perfectly 
Dare fills out Mr. Wright’s wrong doings.
      In “The Misbehaving Marquess,” LaValle offers read-
ers closure on a story. Cat Raybourne’s wayward hus-
band returns after a lengthy absence, and she must 
decide if she’ll give him what he wants: an heir. Historical 
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darling Courtney Milan brings her tale “The Lady Always 
Wins.” After seven years away from the object of his de-
sire, Simon Davenant sets out to woo is lost love, Virginia. 
But, the road shall not be easy. 
      Finally, the murder comes into play with Carey Bald-
win’s romantic intrigue, “Solomon’s Wis-
dom.” This modern-day tale, set in Texas 
not England, combines old flames that 
come together to rescue a missing baby.
 
* Note: Enjoy an entertaining read, and do 
a good dead! All proceeds from this limited-
time digital anthology will be donated to 
the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer.
 

ON THE SPICY SIDE
 
Lovers Moan
Savannah Chase

*Note: At the time of this writing, Lovers 
Moan was offered as a free read on a variety 
of Online sites.
 
Karina places an ad in the classifieds, she takes on a new 
challenge: to seduce a man with only the sound of her 
voice. She can only hope for the man who answers. He 
sends her a purple underbust corset with specific instruc-

tions.
      “I’m ready and waiting for you in my bed. Just as you’d 
asked me to be. The last few rays of light caress my skin as 
the sun goes down. I’m so hot and ready.”
      Chase’s writing is consistently sexy, and this short 

story only leaves the reader wanting 
more, longer.
     
Also on my Kindle: Sunrise Point (Vir-
gin River) by Robyn Carr; The Gift m/m 
1NightStand by V.S. Morgan; Night of the 
Tiger by Doranna Durgin; and The Killing 
Edge by Heather Graham.
     Whatever you do over the summer, set 
aside a little bit of special reading time, 
and treat yourself to an adventure of the 
imagination. Because isn’t summer more 
about the state of mind?  
 
Until next month,
 
By Louisa Bacio
Coming soon, Book 3 The Vampire, The 
Witch & The Werewolf.

http://louisabacio.blogspot.com

Night Owl Reviews

THE STORM 
by Clive Cussler & Graham Brown

In the middle of the Indian Ocean, 
a NUMA research vessel is taking 
water samples at sunset, when a crew 
member spots a sheen of black oil 
ahead of them. But it is not oil. Like a 
horde of army ants, a swarm of black 
particles suddenly attacks the ship, killing everyone 
aboard, while the ship itself goes up in flames.


