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GENA SHOWALTER
Current Release: WICKED NIGHTS

Describe your current release in two sentences?

Wicked Nights is the story of Zacharel, the new leader 
of the Army of Disgrace—heavenly warriors in danger 
of falling from grace—and Annabelle, a human who has 
spent the last four years locked inside an institution 
for the criminally insane. He doesn’t have time for 
a distraction, but Annabelle fascinates him in a way 
nothing else ever has. Zacharel decides he 
wants her—but so does the demon chasing 
her.

After Angels what do you think will 
be the next big thing in Paranormal 
Romance?

Zombies. At least, I’m really hoping so LOL

What are you currently working on 
and how are the characters and world 
unique?

I’m working on a set of revisions for Last 
Kiss Goodnight, the first in the Otherworld 
Assassin novels, and a spin-off of my 
Alien Huntress books. It’s set in a twisted 
menagerie where otherworlders are the 
main attraction. 
Any time this zoo 
is about to be shut 
down, it vanishes 
and reappears 
somewhere else. 
When Solo’s 
latest mission is 
compromised, 
he wakes up in a 
cage, the newest 
“animal” on 
display. Vika is his 
new handler—as 
well as the zoo 
owner’s deaf 
daughter, and 
she’s been tasked 
with his care and 
feeding. 

I adore the characters, I must say! Solo battles the beast 

within—the monster who only wants to destroy—and 
Vika, who is deaf, is so sweet and kind and in need of a 
protector.

Have you found it a challenge to write both YA and 
Adult titles?

Not at all. I remain aware of my audience as I write. 
And it’s actually easier to do than I thought it would be, 
because my teen characters aren’t ready to experience 
the things my adult characters experience. As long as I 
stay true to the characters, their pasts, their mindsets, 

their hopes and 
dreams, I don’t think it 
will ever be a problem.

If you could live in a 
world created by an 
author, which book 
/ world would you 
jump into?

Right now I’m craving 
a beach vacation SO 
badly, so my choice 
would be Barefoot 
in the Sand by 
Roxanne St. Claire. 
This brand new and 
utterly amazing 
contemporary gives 
readers everything 
they want with a 
summer getaway book 
-- a sizzling cougar 
romance chock full of 
heartache and heat 
(meow!), it’s set in a 
tropical paradise (yes, 

please!), and has a whole cast of characters I want to 
visit again and again. I can’t tell you how excited I am 
for the next one, Barefoot in the Rain. (And by “excited” 
I mean I’m foaming at the mouth for it!)

I keep hearing Paranormal Romance is dead or 
dying, but I’m a huge fan of the genre and don’t see 
that at all. What do you think?

I think there will always be a fascination for the 
supernatural. I know there always will be for me!

Full Interview at: http://romance.nightowlreviews.
com/nor/Interviews/Tamazon-interviews-Gena-
Showalter-on-Jul-04-2012.aspx

www.NightOwlReviews.com



4

Inside the Mind of Susan Mallery; The Appeal of Romance
(Speech re-purposed with permission from Susan Mallery)

New York Times bestselling author Susan Mallery was 
asked to speak this summer at the American Library 
Association national conference in Anaheim, California, 
on a panel called 
“Isn’t It Romantic?” 
Mallery’s latest 
book, SUMMER 
NIGHTS (Fool’s Gold 
book 8) topped the 
New York Times 
bestseller chart by 
landing the #2 spot, 
and is dedicated to 
librarians who have 
done so much to 
introduce readers 
to her books. This 
is the speech she 
prepared, but 
didn’t end up using.  
It is however a 
wonderful piece that 
should not be cast 
aside.  I hope you 
enjoy it as much as 
I did.

SPEACH BY SUSAN MALLERY

     The appeal in romance is that our books offer 
readers a celebration of community. Romances are 
all about connecting. Sure the boy-meets-girl part 
is fun and exciting, but often what really brings a 
reader back again and again are the connections made 
within the novel.
     Most romances happen in a larger context of 
relationships. Families and friends play an important 

role. We want to experience falling in love with a 
hunky guy, but we also want a sense of belonging. The 
most popular books feature a cast of usually likeable, 
sometimes annoying, generally realistic characters who 
are amazingly like people we know. Or people we get on 
an emotional level.
     These other characters, sometimes seemingly 
unimportant, can be the glue that holds our books 
together. Our hero and heroine are revealed through 
their relationships with secondary characters. The gruff 
solitary man who unexpectedly cares for a wounded 
puppy wins our heart forever. The exhausted single 

mother staying up 
until midnight to frost 
cupcakes for her son’s 
first grade class reminds 
us of ourselves. While 
the romance is central to 
the story and the reason 
we think we read “those 
kind of books” I believe 
the real truth is we love 
the sense of community 
a romance brings to the 
table. The sexy guy on the 
cover draws us in, but the 
heroine’s relationship with 
her sarcastic best friend 
turns out to be just as 
satisfying and meaningful.
     The majority of romance 
readers are women. 
Women are usually the 

keepers of relationships in their lives and the lives of 
those around them. We are the ones who maintain the 
friendships, remember birthdays, make sure each of our 
children has a moment to feel special. We can spend a 

Night Owl Reviews
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weekend with our girlfriends and when we get home, 
still think of something we could have told them. When 
I travel to a writers’ conference and hang out with my 
writer friends for days, then return home and get a call 
from one of them, my husband can’t believe there’s 
anything left to say. I’ve tried to explain there’s always 
more to talk about but he just shakes his head.
     In our lives we want friends and family. We want 
connection. Romances offer that in our fiction. We can 
meet women we want to have lunch with and men we 
want to fall in love with. Romance isn’t man against 
nature or man against himself. It’s man and woman 
falling in love in a much bigger context. One or both of 
them have a family, there are friends, coworkers, pets. It’s 
a real world populated by the funny and the strange and 
if done well, it’s a world we want to return to again and 
again.
     For years now, romances have been written in groups. 
Trilogies, sisters, brothers, a 
band of warriors. Sherrilyn 
Kenyon gives us her immortal 
warriors. Debbie Macomber 
gives us Cedar Cove. In between 
lie stories only limited by the 
imaginations of the writers who 
create them. It is the combination 
of the familiar and the unknown 
that draws us back.
     I started writing in category 
romance. I wrote about 80 
books for Silhouette. I wrote 
about sisters and cousins and 
brothers and even neighboring 
sheik kingdoms. The longer a 
series went on, the more readers 
responded. When I moved into 
writing single title, I continued with families. One day 
a very successful writer friend sat me down and said, 
“Write about a town. It’s limitless.”
     From that very intelligent advice, my Fool’s Gold series 
was born. www.foolsgoldca.com It’s a small town set in 
the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. I started with the idea 
of a town suffering a man shortage, which gave me the 
chance to put women in non-traditional jobs. I decided 
to write the books in trilogies, with the idea each trilogy 
would stand on its own, allowing readers to join at any 
point. By the second Fool’s Gold trilogy I’d realized 
the man shortage wasn’t that interesting, but the non-
traditional jobs were, so modifications were made.
     Reader response has been terrific. They love the 
town. Mayor Marsha, California’s longest serving mayor, 
is a fan favorite. I keep track of previous heroes and 
heroines using a data base and often feature births in 
subsequent books. I use social media to increase the 
level of connection with my readers. We have the usual 
interactions, but there is another level on my Facebook 

page, www.facebook.com/susanmallery. Readers help 
me name characters, pick careers and suggest new 
businesses for the towns. When a former heroine is due 
to give birth, readers usually vote on the gender of the 
baby and offer name suggestions. Next year three new 
businesses will open in Fool’s Gold and each one of them 
is the result of something a reader said to me.
     A romance can take place nearly anywhere, in 
any time. We have smart ass heroines who rescue 
themselves, timid virgins and librarians who dance on 
bars in our books. Every romance writer has a specific 
vision for what she wants to write, but what we all have 
in common is connection. Sisters who are drawn together 
because of a dying parent. Vampires fighting enemies 
while protecting the women they love. Handsome dukes 
who marry the most unlikely of spinsters, drawn to her 
against all odds, in part because she takes care of her 
younger siblings.

     In romances we find the 
relationships that matter most 
to us personally. Those who 
adore babies in books can be 
endless entertained by the antics 
of newborns. If you prefer sexy, 
sassy heroines, there are dozens 
of writers to give you exactly that. 
The appeal of romance is how the 
stories speak to us so personally. 
They show us women who are 
brave, who overcome odds, who 
always have a snappy comeback 
and in the end find not just 
love, but also a place to belong. 
Romances celebrate the very best 
of us, and that ideal state is often 
illustrated in the connections our 

characters make with each other.
     Romances are a reading escape that also touches the 
heart. Romances affirm what is most important to each 
of us—the people we love, who love us back.
 
Join Susan and her many fans by visiting http://www.
susanmallery.com/members/.  You can also follow Susan 
on twitter (@SusanMallery) and join her Facebook page 
as listed above.  Best of all, you can join the millions 
of readers who have fallen in love with Fool’s Gold 
California and pick up Summer Days, Summer Nights 
and All Summer Long.  They are wonderful reads for this 
steamy hot summer!
---------------------------
Tiffany is an avid reader, reviewer and marketing 
specialist. You can connect with her via the following 
outlets. Website- http://www.acozyreaderscorner.
com - Twitter - @cozyreadersnook – Facebook http://
www.facebook.com/groups/#!/pages/A-Cozy-Readers-
Corner/152514161454295

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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BETA TEST
by Eric Griffith

Sam Terra is having a bad week. . . He lost Molly, the 
woman he secretly loves, when she vanished before 
his eyes at the exact same time that ten percent 
of the inhabitants of Earth disappeared. Naturally 
upset, Sam follows clues about the global vanishing 
with questionable help from his friends including 
a misanthropic co-worker, a childhood pal with 
his pregnant girlfriend in tow, and a dog obsessed 
with the human crotch. When Molly reappears-
in the body of a dude-during a night of monster-
laden devastation, Sam finally learns the truth. Not 
just about her, but about the planet Earth and the 
entire cosmos surrounding it. What we consider 
mundane reality, others consider a game . . . and 
not a very good one. The whole thing is about to be 
shut down. . . 

COBBOGOTH
by Hannah Clark

To seventeen-year-old Norah Lukens, the 
Cobbogothians were just a myth. But after her 
archeologist uncle’s brutal murder, and being 
asked to translate one of his research journals for 
evidence, she begins a journey to discover the truth 
for herself.

Chasing the myth her uncle was obsessed with, 
Norah learns that his murder was a cover-up 
for something far more sinister. If she hopes to 
save others from suffering the same fate he did--
including the peculiarly magnetic James Riley--she 
must head to Iceland in order to stop the killing 
once and for all.

If she succeeds, she’ll gain the one thing she’s 
always longed for. But if she fails, not even the gods 
can help her.

Night Owl Reviews
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Is it hot enough for everyone yet? It’s been really hot here 
in Michigan lately. I’ve been hiding in air conditioning to 
avoid the heat and to curl up with a good book. And there are 
plenty of new ones out this month that I want to read.
     My must have list includes: Grave Memory: An Alex Craft 
Novel by Kalayna Price. This series is phenomenal and I’ve 
been waiting impatiently for this one; Shadow of Night: A 
Novel (All Souls Trilogy) by Deborah Harkness, this one is 
already in my to-read pile; Demon Hunting In The Deep 
South by Lexi George, book one was hilarious I am eagerly 
looking forward to book two; Cloaked in Malice (A Vintage 
Magic Mystery) by Annette Blair, Blair’s books are always 
magical and this series is one of my absolute favorites with 
its mix of mystery and slight touch of the paranormal; and 
In a Witch’s Wardrobe: A Witchcraft Mystery by Juliet 
Blackwell, another fabulous mix of magic and mystery- this 
series is another “always must have” of mine.
     This month’s new additions to popular PNR and UF series 
include: The Care and Feeding of Stray Vampires by Molly 
Harper, The Lady Is a Vamp: An Argeneau Novel by Lynsay 
Sands, Thirteen (Women of the Otherworld) by Kelley 
Armstrong, Shadow Rising (Dark Dynasties) by Kendra 
Leigh Castle, Stalking the Others (H&W Investigations) 
by Jess Haines, Even White Trash Zombies Get the Blues 
by Diana Rowland, West of Want (Hearts of the Anemoi) 
by Laura Kaye, Night Seeker (An Indigo Court Novel) by 
Yasmine Galenorn and Darklands (A Deadtown Novel) by 
Nancy Holzner- which is touring with Bewitching Book 
Tours the first week of August.
     Now it’s time for this month’s edition of the Super Quick 
Author Interviews
     We have Eric Griffith, Hannah L Clark and Erica 
Manfred interviewing with us this month.
     
WE’LL START WITH ERIC GRIFFITH

RR: Tell us, Eric, what’s the name of your newest release 
and the genre/category it falls into?

EG: BETA TEST is a sci-fi comedy about the apocalypse.

RR: SciFi apocalypse hmmm…tell us about your main 
character in 3 words?

EG: Sam Terra is an overweight programmer savior.

RR: Ok this sounds interesting overweight programmer 
and savior. I’m intrigued. Without giving away too many 
details can you describe one interesting scene in your 
book in less than two sentences?

EG: In the middle of the book there is a chase scene that 
involves a stolen ambulance and a veritable army of the 
grossest monsters to ever hit our reality. If the book ever 
becomes a movie, this scene will be the part they give away 
in all the trailers.

RR: Gross monsters and a stolen ambulance. I can 
actually picture that. In two sentences or less can you 
tell readers something else about your book, maybe 
something unique that makes it stand out?

EG: There’s a lot of controversial stuff explained by this book 
including creationism, religion, gaming, dinosaurs, and just 
how cool platypuses are.

RR: Religion, dinosaurs and platypuses. Wow. Interesting 
mix.  Give us three adjectives that describe your book as a 
whole.

EG: Scary, weird, religiony.

RR: Religiony…love it  LOL. Ok last but not least, where 
can a reader purchase your book?

EG: Buy BETA TEST direct from Hadley Rille Books (www.
hadleyrillebooks) and Powells.com  in paperback or 
hardcover, or get those formats plus ebooks at Amazon and 
BN.com.

RR: THANKS ERIC I THINK YOU HAVE US ALL THOROUGHLY 
INTRIGUED AT THIS POINT. NOW IT’S TIME FOR AN 
INTERVIEW WITH HANNAH L CLARK.

RR: Welcome Hannah let’s start with your book title and 
genre.

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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HC: Cobbogoth is a YA Fantasy-Romance

RR: YA is pretty hot right now, teen girls devour this 
stuff. I know mine does. Give us a brief overview of your 
heroine.

HC: Norah is an extremely smart, very loyal, yet chronically 
anxious seventeen-year-old who is not only searching for 
where she belongs in the world, but wants to love and be 
loved more than anything.

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal elements 
are in your book? 

HC: Cobbogoth is about a race of Elementalists—beings 
who have the power within them to control and manipulate 
the elements.  There are also demon-like creatures called 
Dogrils, who take possession of bodies and are able to 
transform those bodies into giant, soul-sucking, fire-
breathing bats.  Along with these is, of course, a whole heck 
of a lot of mythologies—real, and made up. 

RR: Elementalists, demons, mythology…I think my 
daughter would love this. Tell us more, can you give 
readers a unique peak into the book? 

HC: Sure!  Cobbogoth takes place in both Boston and Iceland 
and is like a YA mix of Journey to the Center of the Earth 
by Jules Verne and The Da Vinci Code  by Dan Brown.  One 
reviewer described it like this:  “This book is like Indiana 
Jones except it is a heroine instead of a hero!” 

RR: What is the heat level of your book?  Is it good for any 
age teen or older teens only?

HC: I’d have to say that it’s “sweet and romantic,” but I’d also 
add that this is a “True” love story.  If you want to know what 
I mean by that, you’ll just have to read the book.  :)

RR: And last but not least, where can a reader purchase 
your book? 

HC: Cobbogoth is available at almost any online book venue, 
the most popular being Amazon and Barnes and Nobel.  It is 
also available in Nook, Kindle, and paperback. 

RR: THANKS HANNAH, NOW WE’LL MOVE ON TO ERICA 
MANFRED.

RR: Tell us Erica, what’s the name of your newest release 
and genre/category it falls into?

EM:  Interview With a Jewish Vampire is a humorous urban 
fantasy

RR: Sounds funny already, can you describe your main 
character in 3 words?   

EM: insecure, overweight,  divorced

RR: Insecure, overweight, divorced…humor…and 
vampires. Oh boy this keeps getting better and better. Tell 
us about the heroine of the story.

EM: Rhoda Ginsburg is a zaftig middle aged Jewish girl who 
falls for a drop-dead gorgeous vampire.   

RR: You had me at drop dead gorgeous vampire but go 
ahead and tell us more.

EM: Sheldon is a vampire who is a former rabbi and was 
created by Count Dracula.

RR: A rabbi turned vampire by Dracula- and he’s drop 
dead gorgeous? I am so there. Besides the obvious 
vampires are other paranormals or paranormal elements 
in your book?

EM: Yes witches and golems

RR: Without giving away details, can you describe one 
interesting scene in your book in less than two sentences?   

EM: Desperate to save the life of her terminally ill mother, 
Rhoda comes up with the crackpot idea of getting Sheldon to 
turn her and her little old Jewish lady friends into vampires. 
Who knew that they would “go rogue” and start preying on 
the young?  

RR: In two sentences or less can you tell readers 
something unique about your book?  

EM: Interview with a Jewish Vampire turns vampire lore 
on its head, proving that not all vampires are young and 
beautiful and it IS possible to be undead and kosher.

RR: This book sounds absolutely hilarious. Besides being 
funny can you list three other adjectives that describe 
your book as a whole?

EM: outrageous, hysterical, off the wall

RR: What’s the heat level of your book?

EM: sweet and romantic

RR: And last but not least, where can a reader purchase 
your book?   

EM: Amazon Kindle and Paperback, can be ordered from 
bookstores

RR: Thank you Eric, Hannah and Erica for joining us. 
These three books sound fantastic. I think I’m going to 
add them all to my Kindle.

Night Owl Reviews



INTERVIEW WITH A 
JEWISH VAMPIRE

by Erica Manfred

The last thing zaftig 
middle-aged journalist, 
Rhoda Ginsburg, 
expects when she 
signs up for JDate is 
to fall for a vampire. 
But when she meets 
drop-dead gorgeous 
Sheldon, a Hasidic 
vampire, she falls hard. 

She rationalizes that he may not be alive, but at 
least he’s Jewish. Desperate to save the life of her 
terminally ill mother, Rhoda comes up with the 
crackpot idea of getting Sheldon to turn her and 
her little old Jewish lady friends into vampires. 
Who knew that they would “go rogue” and start 
preying on the young? 



101010

ALLERGY-FRIENDLY FOOD FOR FAMILIES
It is hotter than two rabbits 
making babies in a sock 
in Georgia this month and 
spending time in a broiling 
kitchen is about the furthest 
thing from my mind. Being 
the cookbook addict that 
I am I hesitantly opened 
my most recent cookbook 
delivery while wishing I 
were in the pool or lounging 
in front of a fan.
     Imagine my surprise to 
find a collection of recipes 
that is more allergy friendly 

than most. (I’ll bookmark these goodies and make them in the fall!) 
This cookbook starts out with an introduction that helps you, as the 
reader; understand food allergies and how they affect families. I can’t 
imagine how hard it would be to cook for a family when one or two 
of them have special dietary needs. When I was growing up we got 
two choices for every meal- eat it or don’t. I usually went with the 
first one. There is a short section on how to spot allergies in your 
own children. 120 gluten-free, dairy-free, nut-free, egg-free and soy-
free recipes are included in this rather large cookbook. I’m so lucky 
to have a son that can and will eat most anything. Many of these 
ingredients were foreign to me and I found myself wishing for a 
deeper understanding of how and where to shop for several of these 
ingredients. Well tickle me happy and scratch my belly, what did I 
find while skimming through? An entire section on how to build an 
allergy-free pantry in your own home. How I love it when a publisher 
anticipates my needs. Kudos on that addition.
     The chapters are broken down into times you cook: breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, dessert, snacks and parties. I actually love this break 
down and found it very easy to navigate. There weren’t as many 
pictures as I would like but they did include family pictures, which 
I loved. I wasn’t a fan of the blank space; couldn’t more pictures go 
there? Seems like the printing cost would be about the same.
     I learned an interesting fact in this cookbook. Scientists think 
that the reason more kids get allergies these days is because their 
immune systems. Our bodies are protected by our immune system; 
they fight disease and infection. Well guess what? According to the 
book there is less disease and infection in the world/environment 
these days so the immune system is starting to find other things to 
fight- aka, certain ingredients in our food. I find this hard to believe 
since I hear of new and astounding diseases almost daily. I do wish 
that topic had been explored in more depth.
     One of my favorite sections in this cookbook included ideas on 

how to plan a party an allergy-free kid party I’d never thought about 
it, but what a great idea. With so many allergies floating around 
these days you’re certain to have a child attending who is allergic to 
something even if your own child isn’t. Plan ahead and you’ll have no 
worries the day of the special event.

Featured Recipe: Teriyaki turkey sliders

1 pound 93 percent lean ground turkey
¼ cup panko, fine dry bread crumbs, or gluten-free bread crumbs
2 tablespoons finely chopped scallions, white and green parts
1 tablespoon wheat-free tamari
1 clove of garlic, minced
1 teaspoon minced fresh ginger, or 1/8 teaspoon ground ginger
1 tablespoon canola oil or sesame oil
8 whole-grain slider-size buns or gluten-free slider-size buns

PREP TIME: 10 minutes / COOK TIME: 15 minutes

1.       In a large bowl, combine the ground turkey, bread crumbs, 
scallions, tamari, garlic, and ginger. Mix well. Shape into 8 small 
patties.

2.       Heat the canola oil in a large nonstick skillet over medium heat. 
Add the patties (in 2 batches, if necessary) and cook, turning once, 
for about 15 minutes total, until no longer pink. An instant read 
thermometer should register 165 degrees when inserted into the 
patties. These also can be grilled. If grilling, brush the patties with 
sesame oil before placing on the grill.

3.       Place on cocktail buns and serve with condiments of your 
choice.

***Over all I enjoyed reading through this cookbook. I like the idea 
behind it but I’m still not convinced that everyone in America has 
access to these ingredients. There are some great ideas to take from 
here, but most don’t jive with southern cooking. Now there’s the 
cookbook I want to see. How to fry pork chops the fat-free, calorie-
free, full of taste way! ***

Looking forward: Next month I’ll be reviewing ? A Mystery Cookbook

Pamela
Reviewer/Freelance Writer
www.thefantasticfoodie.wordpress.com

Night Owl Reviews
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Revolutionary Right
Aristeia, #1 
by Wayne Basta
Score: 4 Stars
Reviewed by: Laurie-J

I have to say this story 
appealed to me on several 
levels. I read it chiefly for 
the adventure, and I became 
thoroughly enchanted with 
the imaginative descriptions 
of the different species 
inhabiting this alternate 
galaxy. It flowed exceptionally 
well from beginning to 
end with proper pacing, 
and believable dialogue. 
The characters lived in my 

imagination. This is an intelligently written science fiction 
adventure that I recommend highly.

When Maarkean unexpectedly becomes a hero to a large, 
disenfranchised class of Alliance citizens he finds himself torn 
between what he has always believed to be true and the actual 
flawed mechanizations of a central government bloated by greed, 
elitism and staggering lack of compassion. This is the story of a 
small group of underdogs overcoming formidable odds. It is a 
superb beginning to a space saga that is sure to inspire its heroes 
to greatness and provide plenty of swashbuckling action to boot.

Kidnapped
By Maria Hammarblad
Score: 4 Stars
Reviewed by: Megan

Although I could not identify with the heroine as much as in 
other books, I felt that Patricia was shown to be both a strong 
and courageous. She is always a loving character that not 
only drew people to her but reacted very naturally to the tons 
of new experiences- from captivities to rescue missions- she 
was introduced to. 

Travis, surprisingly, was the character I really empathized 
with! Instead of being a cookie-cutter tortured hero, 
he was surprisingly self-aware, humorous, and (dare I 

say?) sweet, besides the 
programming that made 
him a death-taker in very 
little disguise. His voice was 
always original and honest, 
and his interactions with 
all characters, from the 
Resistance crew members to 
his doctor ‘friends’, was never 
forced or off-character, a 
tribute to the author. 

My only caution would be 
that, though the love scenes 
are appropriate for just 
about all ages, there are 
parts that describe both 
violence and some rather 

vivid amputations that would not be appropriate for the 
young or squeamish reader. 

The fact that the story is set in the stars, takes place across 
the span of over a year versus a few weeks, and even ends 
with a refreshing knot all lend it an added uniqueness that 
is rare in many novels today. I happily recommend this to 
most readers if you’d like a well-crafted story of both love and 
dependence, life and death, and overall, redemption.

If there were a snowball’s chance that you could travel to distant 
galaxies, would you take it even if that meant having to be 
kidnapped by a heartless made-soldier that shouldn’t care if you 
survived the trip or not? That’s the question that’s taken out of 
our heroine’s hands in Maria Hammarblad’s “Kidnapped”. Call it 
a case of being in the wrong place at the right time, but Patricia 
Risden soon finds herself taken aboard an Alliance vessel piloted 
by the feared Travis 152… and somehow changes his heart. I 
love a tale that sees both characters becoming better together 
than they were individually, and this book is definitely centered 
on that premise. Not only does the Earthling begin to crack the 
robot-like attitudes of her captor through honest enthusiasm 
and love, Travis in turn, having always been something of a 
rebel, finds himself learning to care for the sweet, ‘harmless’ 
human in his care so much as to defy his Supreme (and sadistic) 
Commander to be with her. Sigh, anyone?
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This month I am 
going to introduce 
you to the world 
of Scholastic. 
Many of you may 
think about those 
school book fairs 
you had when you 
were a kid, all the 
way up through 
middle school, 
when you think of 
Scholastic. They 
do that, but that 
is a conversation 

for another day. Today I am going to introduce you to 
the young adult side of Scholastic. The Raven Boys by: 
Maggie Stiefvater, one of Scholastic’s most well known YA 
authors, will be released in a couple of months and I had 
the opportunity to get a copy of it at this years Book Expo 
America. The Raven Boys brings out all wonderful things 
about Mrs. Stiefvater’s writting and then takes everything 
to a whole other level. The story has a super twist, a small 
romance, and a HUGE plot. When this book comes out, it is a 
must buy for everyone’s list. Everyone: old, young, boy, girl, 
adult, child, will love this book.
     Scholastic has mostly imprints for children but they 
do occasionally release YA novels such as Harry Potter 

(which admittedly 
is for everyone) by: 
J.K. Rowling, The 
Hunger Games 
Trilogy by: Suzanne 
Collins, The Shiver 
Trilogy by: Maggie 
Stiefvater, and many 
more very notable 
and successful 
authors. There are 
many books coming 
out from Scholastic 
in the next season 

that are really 
worth a look at, 
such as:

- The Raven 
Boys by: Maggie 
Steifvater, 
which I already 
mentioned. This 
book is so worth 
the read and then 
the re-read, all in 
one day.

- The 
Magisterium by: Jeff Hirsch, this novel is set in the future 
and will surely keep you on your toes.

- The Bar Code Tattoo by: Suzanne Weyn, is an ever 
popular dystopia novel. If you are a fan of Suzanne Collins 
or Lauren Oliver this book might be to your taste.

- Undead by: Kirsty McKay, is a fun and funky YA zombie 
novel that will keep you laughing and reading.

- Rockaholic by: C.J. Skuse, is a novel with a rock band, 
groupies, and an accidental kidnapping. 

- Skinny by: Donna 
Cooner, is an issue 
novel about that 
one thing that all 
teenagers, boys 
and girls think 
about sometimes. 
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In this month’s article entitled “Tablet Wars: iPad Vs Android”, I am 
going to try to profile each of the operating/device users. In a world 
where tables of all shapes and sizes are becoming the mainstay 
for personal mobile computing, it is sometimes difficult to decide 
which device really fits ones needs.  While the operating systems 
(OS) are broken into two categories; Apple IOS for the iPad and 
Android for all Android based tablets, each offers its own very dif-
ferent user experience.
     The Apple iPad is a device that is contingent on its relation-
ship with Apple’s iTunes digital media portal via either the iCloud, 
AppleTv or a desktop/Mac computer. The iPad offers a user most 
of the same, similar or enhanced experiences of an iPod Touch 
or iPhone just on a larger scale. It takes full advantage of Apple’s 
tightly controlled app development management policies and its 
robust OS functionality to offer users a device that’s simple to use 
and seamlessly works with its iDevice counterparts.  Through the 
iTunes ecosystem, the iPad is a portal to a huge mass of digital 
content including trendsetting and oldies but good-
ies music and elementary and higher educational 
materials through iTunes University. The ecosystem 
also sports a gigantic array of Free and Paid apps, 
a multitude of podcasts and magazines, e-books 
and audio-books, movies and TV shows, which are 
guaranteed to entertain most users.
     Now that I have stated the merits of the iPad, 
you are probably wondering what the drawbacks 
are. Well in a nutshell, choosing an iPad will limit a user’s ability to 
perform certain functions including; viewing Adobe Flash videos 
(this function is not supported on any iDevice). If you currently 
indulge in viewing a significant number of Adobe Flash videos, this 
may cause you some concern. The device does not allow for true 
multitasking or the ability to run more than one app at a time. Cur-
rently the device suspends the current app running when you select 
a new app to run. Although this maybe a deal breaker for some, 
the average user should not be hindered by this performance. In 
respects to the design, the device is currently only available as a 10” 
tablet, does not support an SD card slot or a USB port. In the devices 
defense I will point out that unlike the Android based tablets, the 
iPad is available with storage capacities of 16GB, 32GB or 64GB 
with iCloud storage.
     Taking a look at the other side of the tablet wars, let’s investi-
gate the Android tablet market. Powered by the Google Android 
operating system, the Android based tablet offers a user unfetter 
computing experience. For the tech savvy or Apple hating user this 
feature is a Garden of Eden. From a developers and experimenters 
perspective, the possibilities are endless.  While the iPad operat-

ing system is closely monitored and developers are hindered by 
Apple’s development policies, an Android developer is able to reap 
the rewards of less stringent controls. An Android based tablet is 
powered by the Android Market Place; similar to iTunes, the market 
place offers most of the popular apps (Facebook, Twitter, Netflix, 
etc) and a cast of Android based only apps including an Adobe Flash 
player. The android market place ecosystem, lends itself to open 
source development by a third party developers, user experimenta-
tion and app portability. Many apps may be initially developed for 
an iDevice and are later ported to the Androids OS. 
     A lot of new devices have cropped up since the iPad first hit the 
market and there are some really good alternative choices available. 
The #1 and #2 android based tablets currently available are the 
Asus Transformer Prime and the Asus Transformer pad. These two 
10” tablets sport a micro SD slot, a micro HDMI connection and a 
dockable keyboard (sold separately). So for those looking to move 
into the mobile computing realm, but still retain that windows 

based functionality, these two devices may fit right 
into your scheme of needs.
     So if the above are the merits of the Android OS, 
what are the drawbacks? An Android based tablet 
currently does not shutdown an app completely and 
the app must be killed to shut down; there’s an app 
for that. Hahahaha! While the OS does lend itself to 
third party development with less stringent con-
trols, it also opens itself up to potential malicious 

software. While I do not own an Android based tablet, I will say that 
with any software driven device a user should be vigil in what they 
install and execute on any device be it a desktop, laptop, Mac or 
iPod Touch, iPad, iPhone or Android based tablet or phone.
     I hope that I have been able to shed some light on the merits and 
advantages of both the iPad and an Android based tablet. Either 
choice makes for endless possibilities!
     I currently own a classic nook wifi-3G, an iPod Touch 4th Gen and 
an iPad wifi-3G. You would probably ask why so many, the nook is 
more for indoor reading for me, while the iPod touch is that on the 
go reading in line at the bank, waiting for a movie to start etc and 
the iPad is used for long term review reading and annotating. I still 
purchase my favorite authors in Imprint books, but my library has 
grown exponentially since I have embraced the eBook technology.

Novel Technology “E-books and Technology Made Simple” next 
month’s article

“Books in Review: Blogging! Can I Get An Honest Review?”

Apple VS Android
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An interview with GEOFF RODKEY 
HARRY POTTER…WITH PIRATES? It doesn’t get more suspenseful than that!

Long ago, in a galaxy far, far, away, a screenwriter  named Geoff 
Rodkey got the idea for a children’s book so chock full of suspense 
Putnam just couldn’t turn it down! Yes, I’m talking about author/
screenwriter Geoff Rodkey. Geoff’s career spans over 20 years, and 
his movies include RV (my personal favourite) and Daddy Day Care 
among others. Geoff recently made his first foray into the world of 
book writing with the first of an exciting trilogy for middle grade, 
THE CHRONICLES OF EGG (Think Harry Potter with pirates).  This 
book is full of suspense at every turn, and one that children and 
adults also will enjoy!
     Geoff took time out of his 
busy schedule to answer a few 
questions:
 
T: Tell us something about 
yourself, where you’re based, 
and how you came to be a 
writer?
 
G: I live in New York City, and al-
though my first book only came 
out last month, I’ve been writing 
professionally for almost twenty 
years. I’ve mostly worked in 
film and TV, although early on, I 
wrote for a lot of different media 
– magazines, online sites, other 
people’s books, some speech-
writing, a video game…basically, 
anything I could find that would 
help me avoid getting a real job.
     The biggest factor in my wanting to be a writer was prob-
ably working on my high school newspaper in Freeport, Il-
linois. I wrote humor pieces, and when other kids liked them, 
they occasionally told me so. That praise was addictive—it 
was sort of the live-human equivalent of the “like” button on 
Facebook—and I’ve been chasing it one way or another ever 
since.
 
T: You are also a screenwriter – how does writing a novel differ 
from that medium, and which do you prefer?
 
G: Writing a screenplay is like drawing the blueprint for a house 
that, more often than not, won’t get built. And if it does get built, 
not only will other architects probably get hired to redraw your 

blueprint, but dozens of other people will contribute to the building 
of the house, and none of them will ask you for your opinion about 
the choices they make.
     If you write a novel, you put up the whole thing—you’re in charge 
of everything from installing the plumbing to picking out the furni-
ture. In the end, for better or worse, it’s your house.
     I’ve found building the house by myself is a lot more satisfying. It 
might be ugly, and the roof might leak, but at least it’s mine.
 

T: What, or who, if anything, inspired “The Chronicles of Egg”?
 
G: I don’t know. It just sort of happened. I was on Cape Cod with 
my family, and there may have been something about the proxim-
ity to the ocean that made a character pop into my head who was 
a pirate—and he was so unlucky that all the other pirates thought 
he was cursed, and they wouldn’t let him on their ships, so the 
only job he could get was as a waiter in a pirate-themed restau-
rant.
     That seemed funny, and it got me to thinking about what kind of 
world he might live in…and I thought about that world for a couple 

of years, by which point the original 
pirate had disappeared, the world had 
gotten a lot less jokey, and there was a 
13-year-old kid in it who finds himself 
running for his life. And that was the 
book.
 
T: Why pirates?
 
G: Creatively, I don’t know—again, I had 
an idea for a character who was a pirate, 
and I just kind of followed it where it 
led.
     Although from a mercenary stand-
point, after I realized that the idea lent 
itself more to a kids’ book than a movie, 
the fact that it was a pirate-infested 

world made a certain amount of commercial sense. In the universe 
of kid books, wizards, vampires, dragons, demigods, and aliens had 
all been done, so what was left? Pirates.
 
T: What are you working on at the moment / next? Do you have 
any screenplays in the works, or any more YA books?
 
G: The Chronicles of Egg is a trilogy, and I’m still in the middle of 
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Richard Ungar

By Toni LoTempio – admin by day, writer by night, Toni is the author 
of several paperback and e-books of romantic and paranormal 
suspense and YA fantasy – among them NO REST FOR THE WICCA  
and MY SUPERHERO SISTER.  She is also the author of the Raven 
Grace series, as well as a new YA fantasy, DEMONS AND FIRE.  Her 
short stories are featured in two anthologies, KISS ME KILL ME and 
EVERY WITCH WAY BUT WICKED.  EWWBW’s proceeds benefit 
Nathan Fillion’s charity, KIDS NEED TO READ.

Check out her and ROCCO’s blog at www.catsbooksmorecats.
blogspot.com   to keep up on all the latest news, releases and author 
interviews!

that—my first draft of book 2 needs a lot of work, and book 3 is just an outline 
right now.
     Once the trilogy is finished, I’m hoping to either write a new trilogy set in a 
completely different era, or extend The Chronicles of Egg to three more books, 
with the same characters in a different setting.  
 
T: Are you a plotter or a pantser?
 
G: I’m a plotter. I try not to be too much of one, because I do think if you plot 
things out too carefully, you don’t give your subconscious enough space to create 
really interesting things. But my background is in screenwriting, in which 90% 
of the work is plotting and structure, so it’s hard to shake that habit. And I’ve 
been writing a trilogy, which I think almost demands that you think ahead so you 
know where you’re going over the course of multiple books.

T: Is there anything in particular that inspires you.
 
G: Artists who work steadily over time, and keep trying to produce good work 
regardless of the commercial outcome. There’s a band I used to listen to in 
college called Drivin’ n’ Cryin’—I own like half a dozen of their albums, but in 
twenty years, I’d never seen them live until last year. They played a show at the 
Mercury Lounge in New York City for maybe a hundred paying customers, and it 
was phenomenal. The fact that those guys were still showing up and burning the 
place down even though the financial returns had dwindled to the point where 
they were manning their own T-shirt booth after the show was a real inspiration 
to me.
 
T: Where can we find out more about you and your work?
 
G: I did a long interview last year with a journalist named Jeff Pearlman that 
goes into more detail about my career. You can check it out here: http://www.
jeffpearlman.com/the-quaz-qa-geoff-rodkey/ .
     I also have a Wikipedia page that somebody created. I’m not sure who. The 
information on it is mostly accurate, although it’s a little outdated. I’d update it 
myself, but the Wikipedia editing conventions are a little daunting, and I haven’t 
gotten my act together to master them.
 
T: What one thing would your readers be surprised to know about you?
 
G: For people who are only familiar with my movies, the surprise might be that 
I’m capable of writing complete sentences.
 
T: Do you have any advice for other writers just starting out?
 
G: Writing is rewriting, and the first draft of anything usually stinks.
 
Thank you for a great interview, Geoff!

If you’re in the mood for a suspenseful read, get this for your kids and then 
read it yourself LOL. You can find it at Amazon and Barnes and Noble. Look-
ing forward to Book 2!

Promote Your 
Book in the 
NOR Mag!

Contact
Reviews@NightOwlReviews.com

www.NightOwlReviews.com





17

Over the years, I’ve heard people say all writers are the 
same. They come up with an idea out of nowhere, stick it on 
paper and put it out there for the world to see. There is so 
much more involved and 
no two writers are exactly 
the same. To showcase 
this a bit better, I chose to 
highlight two very different 
authors, who answered the 
same questions. I hope you 
enjoy.
     Jennifer Probst allowed 
me to read her book, The 
Marriage Bargain. I found 
the story to be a good plot 
line. I loved the heroine’s 
feisty independence and 
the hero’s masculine 
determination. It was a 
lot if fun watching the two 
characters circling each 
other, and wanting more 
than their arrangement 
allowed for. 
     Sins of the Father by 
Jeffrey Archer was a great novel. I did find myself confused 
by the large number of secondary characters but was 
easily pulled into the chaos of the main players. Emma is a 
determined woman who refuses to give up on her fiance, 
who’s supposed to be buried at sea. Jeffrey does a great job 
of creating well rounded, complex characters that readers 
are sure to become invested in. 

AN INTERVIEW WITH  
JENNIFER PROBST & JEFFREY ARCHER

NOR: I’d like to thank you two wonderful authors for this 
new chance. 

JP: First off, a big thank you to Sara and Night Owl Reviews 
for allowing me to visit and chat with everyone today. It’s 

such an honor!

NOR: How did you get into writing?

JA: I got into writing quite by mistake.  On leaving the 
House of Commons in 1974, I was unable to find a job, 
and decided to try and write a book, and wrote Not A 
Penny More, Not A Penny Less.

JP: I was born writing. My mom said when I was little, 
I’d perch on my chair and listen for hours to my records 
which came with these little story books. Basically an 

audio book for kids! She 
said I started reading 
young, kept a notebook at 
seven of my stories, and 
never stopped. I wrote 
young adult romance books 
in junior high and passed 
them around to my friends. 
Then I began writing older 
books with lots of good 
parts I finally understood 
- lol!

NOR: How do you balance 
being a writer with family 
and friends?

JA: Writing is a very isolated 
and lonely existence, and 
frankly when I’m in the 
middle of writing, I keep my 

family and friends at arm’s length.  But of course, there are 
quite long gaps between each writing session, when I enjoy 
the company of others, and take the opportunity to catch up 
with theatre shows, cricket and other hobbies.

JP: Habit. I’ve held day jobs but always wrote in my free 
time. I was dedicated and believed that with enough work 
and perseverance, I’d get published. Then make money. I 

JENNIFER PROBST & JEFFREY ARCHER
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adore being with my family and friends, so I wrote late, 
early morning on the weekends, lunch time, and any other 
moment I grabbed. Now that I’m writing full time, I find 
sometimes it’s harder! But I adore being able to get up in 
the morning with a word count in mind rather than juggle 
a desk job and write at night. I’ve been known to write a 
love scene while my kids play tag behind me. Not the best 
scenario but I’ll take what I can get!

NOR: How do you develop your story ideas? 

JA: I don’t develop my story ideas, they develop 
themselves.  It’s a continual flow that I can’t stop – 
I’m very lucky, and in fact I always dread waking up 
one morning and finding it has stopped.

JP: They start with an interesting character and 
the story grows from there. I weave plot within the 
contradicting characters I’m creating. I love pitting 
opposite types against each other and seeing how 
they can make it work. I’m not one for color coded 
postcards or charts. I love sketching a brief outline 
and showing up at the page to see what happens 
next.

NOR: How long 
does it take you to 
complete a book, 
from planning to 
revision?

JA: Each book in The 
Clifton Chronicles 
series will take 
a year, but being 
more specific, the 
actual writing takes 
around 1,000 hours.

JP: I’m averaging 
three full months 
for a good book 
in first draft. Four 
full months for 
perfection. Well, 
never perfection but 
as close as I can get 
before I’m able to let 
it go!

NOR: Describe your writing process.

JA: During the first six months of each year, I go away 5 
times to my home in Majorca to write for periods varying 
from 2 to 7 weeks.  I then write every day for two hour 
stretches, from 6-8am, 10-12, 2-4pm, 6-8pm.  In between 
I’ll go for a walk, have lunch, watch a little TV.  I’m very 
disciplined, and have followed this routine for many years.

JP: Sketch out an idea that has stuck with me. Develop my 
characters for summary purposes: past, career, goals, how 
he or she relates to the other character, fears, etc. Then 
start writing. Fix as I go, back up if I need to, but mostly 
plunge straight ahead through the blank page and take no 
prisoners. Keep doing it until the end. And lots of screaming 
whining and chocolate along the way. Oh, and of course 
twitter!

NOR: What’s in 
your TBR pile?

JA: I’m currently 
reading The 
Rise and Fall of 
the Third Reich 
by William 
Shirer, which is 
outstanding; I’ve 
recently read 
many books on 
ship-building, as 
research for my 
next book, and I’m 
taking on holiday 
My Week with 
Marilyn by Colin 
Clark.  

JP: (moan) So 
much! Here’s a 
quick list off the 
top of my head: Jill 
Shalvis Lucky in 

Love, Laura Kaye The Forbidden Hero, Julie James A 
Lot Like Love, Kristen Higgins , Somebody to Love, 
Bared To You by Sylvia Day, Beautiful Disaster by 
Jamie Maguire, Married by Monday by Catherine 
Bybee. OK, I just can’t keep going!

NOR: What’s in your IPod or CD player right now?

JA: Because I’m involved in the musical The 
Bodyguard, I’ve been listening to Heather Headley 
in the car – isn’t she just wonderful – who’ll be 
playing the Whitney Houston part in the London 
production which opens in November.  And I’ve 
always got Sinatra classics on my iPad.

JP: Train, Lifehouse, Kelly Clarkson, Frank Sinatra, 
Adele and always, Rob Thomas.

NOR: If you could pick one book to be made into a movie, 
which would you choose? Who would you cast as your 
main characters?

JA: I’d love to see Paths of Glory made into a film, with Eddie 
Redmayne as the lead, George Mallory.  Columbia don’t seem 
that excited, but perhaps they will when he appears in the 
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forthcoming film of Les Misérables.  He’s a lovely actor, and 
has the perfect British 1920s look, which would help make 
the film a great success.

JP: My book The Marriage Bargain! And how much would I 
adore having Chris Hemsley play Nick! I loved him in Thor 
and Snow White and the Huntsman, and think he’d be a 
great romantic lead for this book.

NOR: Where do you see yourself in five years?

JA: I’ll have completed the five volumes of The Clifton 
Chronicles and I very much hope that someone will want to 
make them into a 60-part TV series!

JP: Writing. Hopefully bigger and even richer novels. 
Hopefully making readers happy. Crying over my kids 
getting older. Travelling on family trips and trying to enjoy 
every single moment of my life.

NOR: What’s your favorite form of research?

JA: I much prefer talking to people who are experts in their 
field, face to face rather than reading endless books to glean 
just one or two facts.  For instance, last night at a piano 
recital, I sat next to a judge who was able to brief me on 
a court scene I’m writing.  On the other side of me was a 
woman who told me that the reason the Jewish were such 
good musicians is because their parents instilled in them 
the need to do something that – if they had to go to another 
land – they could take with them.

JP: Internet. I don’t have to leave my office and have it all at 
my fingertips!

NOR: When did you become a bestseller? Your reaction?  

JA: The real breakthrough for me was with Kane and Abel 
which I wrote in 1979 which went to No.1 on the New 
York Times Bestseller list, and has currently sold 33million 
copies.  Three years ago I re-wrote it, though re-crafted 
would be more accurate, for the 30th anniversary, which 
was in itself an interesting challenge.

JP: The Marriage Bargain. The book debuted on Valentines 
Day and a few days later, I caught a terrible virus and 
literally was in bed for three full days. When I stumbled back 
to my computer, my email and twitter had exploded. I hit 
#1 on the Barnes and Noble list! I kept staring at the book, 
hovering over the Hunger Games, and burst into tears. Then 
my publisher called me a few weeks later and let me know 
I made the USA Today and NYT bestseller list. I will never, 
ever forget that moment. It’s a dream come true, one I had 
since I was little and had to prove to everyone it wasn’t just 
a little hobby I played at. Felt so great!

NOR: Has becoming a BS changed anything?

JA: Becoming a bestseller changed everything.  I now live 

a remarkably civilised and pleasant life, and owe it to my 
270million readers.

JP: Yes. In a way, it’s limiting because everything you write 
suddenly seems to have to be better than ever. All the time. I 
try and always come back to the work. The story is my true 
north - not the lists or the money or the publicity. Write a 
great story from your heart every time and turn the voices 
off. I will never be able to please everyone so I need to let it 
go and do my absolute best.

NOR: What’s next for you?

JA: My chances of captaining the England cricket team 
are diminishing, as is singing at Carnegie Hall or painting 
a picture that will hang in the Met, so I’ll just have to be 
satisfied with writing books.

JP: I’m working on the third in the Marriage to a Billionaire 
series, The Marriage Mistake. I have a short Christmas story 
coming out Fall 2012 called The Holiday Hoax. And I’m 
always working on new stuff!

NOR: Do you like to hear from your readers? If so, please 
provide links.

JA: I love hearing from my readers, whether through my 
website, www.jeffreyarcher.com, on my official Facebook 
site, or via Twitter @Jeffrey_Archer 

Do warn all your night owls though, that I am a lark, not an 
owl.

JP: Yes! Oh, yes! I adore hearing from readers and always 
write back. Write to me here:

Website and Blog: www.jenniferprobst.com

Goodreads:  www.goodreads.com/author/show/2965489.
Jennifer_Probst?origin=

Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/#!/jenniferprobst.
authorpage

Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/jenniferprobst

I’d like to thank Jennifer Probst and Jeffrey Archer for 
allowing me to pick their brains and hopefully give 
my readers a bit more insight into the similarities and 
differences between authors. See y’all next month!

Sara Trimble - Entertaining Readers...One Page at a Time
Website: www.saratrimble.com 

Available by Sara Trimble:
Heart Over Mind http://www.amazon.com/Heart-Over-
Mind-Sara-Trimble/dp/1466386010/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&a
mp;ie=UTF8&amp;qid=1320527670&amp;sr=1-1
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I had to do a little research for this month’s column because 
frankly, I don’t read sci-fi/fantasy. Before I introduce two 
new authors writing in the genre, what’s the difference 
between the two?
     In simple terms, 
science fiction deals 
with plausible imaginary 
worlds. This allows 
writers to create future 
worlds (for example), 
where aliens and/or not-
yet-available technology 
have a strong presence, 
but the suspension of 
belief has the foundation 
of proven science or the 
laws of nature beneath 
it. Fantasy, on the other 
hand, often deals with 
supernatural themes 
and magic, bypassing the 
scientific aspect.
     Now, let me introduce 
you to Alicia McCalla 
(author of Breaking Free) 
and Chaeya (author of 
Srae Iss-Ka-Mala). Both released their debut novels this 
year in the sci-fi/fantasy genre. 

What do you like about the sci-fi/fantasy genre?
 
Alicia: I am passionate about sci-fi, fantasy, and 
paranormal.  I love these genres because they are non-
traditional.  These types of stories catapult readers into 
new worlds, parallel/alternate universes, and answers that 
age old question “What if?” That “what if” mindset makes 
you rethink your ideas, existence, as well as how you view 

the world. It’s totally powerful.  In fact, I believe that the sci-
fi/fantasy genre in literature and movies has systematically 
encouraged our futuristic thinking in science, technology, 
and the way we exist in the 21st century.  Think how Star 

Trek not only encouraged computers that speak to us, but 
also has shown us that racial harmony can exist within 
the human race. 

Chaeya: I’m a science buff and I have a rich imagination 
regarding other planets and dimensions, and I really do 
believe I’m part alien. Sci-Fi/Fantasy allows me to create 
my own race of people and allows me to world build.

     Here’s where I can 
create my own society, give 
them their own culture and 
their own politics. 

What is the ethnic 
makeup/race of your 
characters and why 
would people of any race 
be interested in the story?

Alicia: My novels are 
multicultural, but the 
protagonists in my stories 
are Black women.  My 
stories are fast-paced 
stories that include 
violence, survival and love.  
I write novels that are 
controversial in regards to 

racial issues but I also include characters who suffer from 
sexism, sex identity crisis, and social acceptance.  I write 
for the upper young adult market and for adults.  Sci-Fi/
Fantasy readers who enjoy multicultural characters and 
worlds will love my stories. In fact, on my website (www.

The World of Sci-Fi/Fantasy Romance
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aliciamccalla.com), I regularly blog about FFP in color and 
the importance of authors in this field to desegregate their 
fictional worlds and add characters of color, as well as 
themes that affect people of color.  
 
Chaeya: My novel features the Kirans, the original 
inhabitants of the planet Kir. They are a sub- Pleiadean race, 
having left the planet eons before because of the numerous 
wars they suffered. There are the brown-skinned race 
of Pleiadeans, the olive-skinned races that inhabit the 
northern cooler regions of the planet called Clindaarsku, on 
down to the blue-black 
races of the southern 
region of the planet 
called Veaab. There are 
also the Khadjirans, 
a sub-Pleiadean race 
of Aryan, Viking-like 
beings, also referred to 
as Nordics.
     Srae Iss-Ka-Mala 
is not your typical 
story. From a romance 
standpoint, we have 
a quirky heroine who 
has abandonment 
issues and a hero who 
has never been in a 
love relationship and 
knows nothing other 
than how to command. 
They love one another very much and drive each other 
crazy at the same time. There’s something for everyone 
who chooses to read Srae Iss-Ka-Mala, and I will challenge 
anyone who enjoys romance, especially those who prefer 
paranormal, to give it a go.
 
Breaking Free by Alicia McCalla

Seventeen year old XJ Patterson is genetically enhanced. 
XJ wants to rescue her mother, but she won’t join the 
revolution to do it. If she becomes a revolutionary, she 
can’t live a normal life. And all she wants is to be normal. 
Brandon Miller wants XJ to be his girlfriend. He doesn’t 
care that she’s poor and he’s rich. He doesn’t care that 
she’s black and he’s white. But right now, his priority is 
convincing her to tell her story on Revolution TV. 

Srae-Iss-ka-Mala by Chaeya

Years of hard work had left Claudia with nothing but one 
big happily-never-after. Just when she accepts that nothing 
would ever come from her love of music, or a man who 
lived only in her dreams, a chance meeting in the desert 
leads her to the planet Kir, where she’s gifted with a new 

name, a magical harp, and a second chance to become a 
musical sensation. Betrayed, shamed, and executed for a 
crime he didn’t commit, Mendon Pelaea Yaaden had no 
idea his mentor, Varais Iss-Ka-Mala, had saved his life. 
After years locked inside a dark, dreamless void, it was the 
sweetest of voices that wakened him. If the prophecy came 
true, not only would Srae restore peace to his war-ravaged 
planet, but to his aching heart as well. 
 
Ancient Enemy by Vijaya Schartz

When archeologist Celene Dupres is called to an alien ship 
crash site and witnesses her father’s massacre, little does 
she know that inside her DNA sleeps a trigger implanted 

by aliens when she was 
abducted as a child. Celene 
meets the dangerously 
handsome Kin Raidon 
who offers to help. But this 
man she chooses to trust, 
the man with whom she is 
falling in love, is the secret 
agent assigned to kill her...

Queen of the storm by 
Molly Diamond

Jordanne enlists the aid of 
handsome Delph hunter, 
Wesley Cofferdrake, 
to piece together her 
predecessor’s mysterious 

death. However, as Jordanne battles her feelings and 
sexual attraction to Wesley, hysteria, disease, and an 
obstinate crew wreak havoc on the ship and make finding 
the murderer even more difficult. Soon, refugees from 
Wasteland Earth are brought on board, and the mayhem 
and danger escalates. With the safety of three worlds 
hanging by a thread, Wesley must protect the woman he 
loves long enough to reveal her true destiny and seal their 
love.

----------------------------

Delaney Diamond is the 
best-selling author of African-
American and interracial 
romance. Her current 
releases Private Acts and A 
Hard Man to Love, are now 
available. Enjoy free reads 
on her website at www.
delaneydiamond.com. 
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Whatever the cost of our libraries, the price is cheap 
compared to that of an ignorant nation. --  Walter Cronkite

Without libraries what have we? We have no past and no 
future.--Ray Bradbury

             *********************

As I grew up, there were always public libraries in my life. 
I had a library card before I had a credit card.  This idea of 
befriending your library came long before the internet was 
in vogue. This was also before personal computers were in 
everyone’s homes.
     Early in my writer 
career, dare I say my 
humble beginnings, 
the library was like,  in 
a way, my right arm. 
I wish many would 
still think it would be 
that way now...and it is 
not! This column is a 
editorial of memories 
of two of my favorite tales of the library. Know this, I 
would not be the writer I am today without the public 
library system. We, as writers, have to prevent city, state 
and federal governments from cutting funds to the public 
library systems across the country. This is happening more 
and more. We, as writers,  need to keep these libraries, no 
matter how small, open.

    ************************************

In all my encounters in the libraries, the one I remember 
the most is. When I was a young child of 14 I went to 
the New Carrolton Library in Prince George’s County in 
Maryland. This library was my first real experience with 
a real public library. When I went to the Robert Goddard 
middle school library, their library was under stocked. 

At 14, I considered this library at New Carrolton huge. In 
hindsight, this library was a nice sized library. However, 
as I have grown older and wiser,  I have seen bigger sized 
libraries. You know the old expression; you never forget 
your first. The New Carrolton Library still is one of my 
favorite places to visit
     My seventh grade history teacher gave the class an 
assignment which involved going to a library to look up 
information. She told us that we needed to do research. To 
my 14 year old mind, that was alien to me.
     So when I went to the library. I bee-lined myself to the 
information desk. The librarian at the desk was a blonde 
woman with a dowdy face

     I approached the desk 
with all the cockiness and 
swagger of a 14 year old 
teen. I thought I was cool.  
I said “I need a book!”
     The librarian looked 
at me with a blank gaze. 
Without a second thought, 
she spoke with a tone of 
authority. “That’s nice. 

Have you looked the book up?”
     “Well…Er...No.”
     This librarian then gave me a lesson in looking up 
books, which I never will forget as long as I live. She 
started explaining the card catalog (this was before the 
card catalog system was computerized and on the Net 
like it is now), the cards were file cards in a large, larger 
than life card file cabinet. She explained “A book could be 
searched by title, author or subject.”
     Then she explained the Dewey Decimal System to my  
immature 14 year old mind. Did I get a lesson? You better 
believe it! An education I still use today.
     This librarian pointed me in right direction. However 
she never showed me where the book was nor pointed me 
to the shelves. She hinted, but never revealed where it was. 
After a few mistakes, I  found the section where the books 

LIBRARIES - FOR SALLY THURSTON, ALL HER FRIENDS  KNOWS WHY!

The great Martian Chroniclers 
himself, Ray Bradbury, has died at 
the age of 91. Many of his novels 

touched me as a writer.
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on the subjects were found. There was a pride that I felt in 
doing it myself!
     From this special altercation with this librarian, a 
friendship with this special librarian was born. Sally was a 
great teacher, wonderful resource and a supportive friend. 
I knew her for 40 years and she taught me I still use. She 
also taught me to love the library system and my love of 
the libraries, she pasted recently. She gave me a real gift of 
education that I can never repay.
     When I think of the library, I will always think of her 
first.
     
 *******************************
     
     On another note, since I am telling tales of libraries 
and librarians past. I was fifteen and my parents, in lieu 
of summer camp, shipped my brother Mark and myself 
to my Aunt Barbara and Uncle Leon’s apartment in Co-
op City, Bronx, New York for the summer. Summer was 
a childhood’s paradise,since  My cousins Wendy, Jeffrey, 
and Bess-rose were also there as well...so Mark and I were 
never alone.
     Now most fifteen year olds might play ball in the park 
or go to movies. ..well I did that too. However, most of my 
days, I headed either to cappy’s, the corner newsstand,  to 
view and buy  the current comics or to the public library. 
The library in Co-Op city was a nice place to visit. First of 
all, it was air conditioned and the seats were comfortable.  
Most of the books were hardcover. In those days 
paperbacks were rare in most libraries.
     I always had a love of reading. My father introduced me 
to the works of Sir Arthur Conan-Doyle and the character 
of Sherlock Holmes. My aunt, in her wisest wisdom, 
acquainted me with the novels of Ed McBain and the 
boys of the 87th Precinct. (Note if you want to hear some 
of these classic books, Brilliance Audio has release the 
McBain novels to audio..they have done a great job).
     My aunt had many volumes of these McBain crime 
classics. It was 1974, this was before CSI, NCIS or Law & 
Order filled the TV airwaves. I read all the McBain books 
she had in her personal library. Inside one of the book, 
right passed the title page, was a list of all the Ed McBain 
novels of the 87th Precinct. I made a checklist of all of the 
titles that were available. I checked off the ones I read. I 
had a wish list of what I wanted to read.
     I trekked to library with my list and sought out my 
missing McBain novels. After searching around, I gathered 
a stack  of these crime classics in hardcover to read. I came 
to the checkout desk and plopped downed eight volumes 
on the counter. I presented my New York library card to the 
woman checking out books.
     The woman at the checkout table examined the books 
and then looked up to me. “Do you know these books are 
written for adults?”
     “No, Ma’am” I replied. I had always been allowed to 
read anything I wanted. Both my parents and my aunt 
subscribed to thought that reading is reading. It did not 

matter what it was, as long as you are reading.
     “Well you need to get a parent to get these books 
checked out for you.”
     Dejected, I headed back to my aunt’s apartment without 
my volumes of crime classics in tow. She met me at the 
door and asked what was wrong. I told her what happened. 
I had never been censored from reading anything before.
     “Let’s go!? she said
     “Go?” I questioned
     She looked at me. “Yes we are going back to the library.”
     She and I entered the library. The woman was still 
checking out books at the desk. I went up to her “I am here 
to get my books!”
     She looked at me and then my aunt. Then the librarian 
asked “Is this your mother?”
     My Aunt Barbara spoke up. “I am his Aunt. His mother is 
out of town.” This fact was true. My mother and father were 
at home in Maryland.
     The woman chimed in. “Maybe we should wait for her.”
     My aunt did not miss a beat. “He is staying with my 
husband and I for the summer.”
     “You do know he is reading adult novels?”
     She looked at the volumes of the McBain books. “Yes I 
know. He has read similar books like this before from the 
same author at my apartment.”
     The librarian spoke up. “You do know these books have 
murder, mayhem and killing in them?”
     “Yes,” my aunt smiled and said, “and He also watches the 
five O’clock news too. That has murder and mayhem on it 
too.”
     The librarian knew she was not going to win this 
argument against my aunt. I just check out my volumes of 
McBain mysteries to the librarian’s chagrin.
     We both smiled at each other and wished the checkout 
librarian a good day, almost on sync with each other.
     My aunt said to me when we were out of the library. 
“Let’s go back to the apartment; you have a lot of reading to 
do!”
     There was a watermelon grin on my face!
    
*************************

As I was writing this column, I read some terrible news.
     The great Martian Chroniclers himself, Ray Bradbury, 
has died at the age of 91. Many of his novels touched me as 
a writer.
     One of my favorite quotes from Mr. Bradbury is “Love. 
Fall in love and stay in love. Write only what you love, and 
love what you write. The key word is love. You have to get 
up in the morning and write something you love something 
to live for.”
     Also he wrote one of my favorite short stories Usher II. If 
you haven’t read it yet, read it! He was a great friend of the 
libraries and of the love of writing. So let us lift a glass of 
Dandelion Wine to him and his legacy
     Until Next time, Reach for the stars
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Steaming up the Summer
This month I continue with some new-to-me authors. A 
local romance-focused store, Sunshine Books in Orange 
County, Calif., offers an 
in-person book club, 
with one featured read a 
month. The most-recent 
selection was Rescue 
Me by Rachel Gibson. 
Although Gibson is a 
bestselling author, I 
hadn’t yet discovered 
her work. I know, hard 
to imagine, right?  
 
Rescue Me
Rachel Gibson
Avon
 
When Sadie Hollowell 
returns home to Lovett, 
Texas, for her younger 
cousin’s wedding, she 
doesn’t expect to stay 
long. And when she 
stops to help Vince, a broken-
down former Navy SEAL, who 
should know to be prepared for 
anything, she takes all precautions 
against getting hurt. Too bad, even 
though Sadie tells herself not to 
fall fast and heavy … she does. Who 
wouldn’t love this bad boy who 
wants to do good?
     Gibson’s writing combines real-
life fears – the “older” bridesmaid 
squeezed into a bubblegum pink, 
too-small dress – and the illness of a parent, with that 
fantasy of finding sizzle between the sheets that transfers 
into a more complex relationship. Although Sadie and 

Vince set up a friends-with-benefits association, they act 
as more, filling in when there’s a need.
     The problem? There’s a difference between acting as 

a mate and owning 
up to it. Sadie 
must look back to 
her roots in order 
to face her future, 
and Vince requires 
a whole different 
set of tools than 
he’s used to. The 
journey makes 
the entire read 
worthwhile.
     Guess what will 
be on my TBR list 
next? Yes, that’s 
right: Gibson’s 
backlist.
 
Lethal Rider 
(Lords of 
Deliverance, Book 
3)
Larissa Ione

Grand Central Publishing
 
Larissa Ione continues to be a master of the 
tortured hero. Lethal Rider, book 3 of the Lords 
of Deliverance series, rides in with a fury with 
Thanatos. After losing his virginity to Guardian 
Regan Matthews in an undesirable situation, he 
swears vengeance. But Than isn’t the only one with 
a thing against the Aegis Guardians and Regan. 
Before he can reenact his revenge, he’ll have to 

save Regan – and their unborn child – a few times.
      Like Ione’s other books, Lethal Rider is dark, 
especially with the hero threatening to enslave the 
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heroine for sex. Once Than gives up his celibacy, he charges forward 
full force, and a little bit of release between the sheets, or anywhere 
else for that matter, uses up his negative energy. The complexity of 
Ione’s imagination and storyline continues to amaze. A little bit more 
lightness would make this dark paranormal sizzle even more.  
 

ON THE SPICY SIDE
 
A Matter of Lust
Lisa Fox
Ellora’s Cave
 
Lisa Fox jumps into the paranormal realm with her new release, 
featuring the ultra-sexy lust demon, Trask. Although he’d been with 
many a human, none appealed to him long-term. Think that might 
change?
     “His gaze fell upon a woman on the edge of the dance floor in a 
short, black dress that hugged every curve of her luscious body. Her 
violently dyed red hair was piled high on her head and sexy tendrils 
escaped to frame her heart-shaped face. There was a hint of rosy 
flush on her smooth, round cheeks and the way her hips swayed to 
the music (…).”
     With a glimpse at Fox’s alluring cover (have you ever seen color 
POP so much?), readers should know that description portrays the 
heroine, Rena. Fox ups the sexually charged ante right from the start 
with her lustful use of words, sensory information and an immediate 
dynamic chemistry.
     “He was beautiful in the low light, the moonlight playing on 
the hard edges and plains of his handsome face. He was the sexy 
Darkman of her fantasizes, the anonymous star of her late-night 
sweaty dreams.”
     Fox infuses A Matter of Lust with an erotic romance that burns up 
the virtual pages. It’s a romp-fest throughout that leaves the reader 
as sated as its lovers, and the climax levels out awfully nice. She 
definitely deserves a spot on the summer’s sizzling reading chart.
 
Also on my Kindle: The Unholy (Krewe of Hunters) by Heather 
Graham; Bound by Witchcraft: Charmed by My Masters by Trinity 
Blacio; A Perfect Blood (The Hollows) by Kim Harrison; and Druid, 
Mine by Kerry Adrienne.
 
With a packed conference season 
fast approaching, it’s time to stock 
up on reading material for the 
plane rides and hotel rooms. Any 
suggestions? Drop me a line.
 
Until next month,
 
By Louisa Bacio
Available Now: Book 3 The 
Vampire, The Witch & The 
Werewolf.
http://louisabacio.blogspot.com

An FBI Thriller

Tall, Dark...
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