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Rusty Fischer
by Tamazon of Night Owl Reviews

Current Release: Detention of the Living Dead

Describe your current release in two sentences?

Maxine “Max” Compton is in detention when the outbreak starts; so are 
several other students when Max’s best friend Brie storms in – chomping on 
the thigh bone of their favorite Home Ec teacher, Ms. Watkins! Who knew Detention could be this hard… or last 
forever?

Please describe your writing environment.

My writing environment is very bland. I’m also not one of those people who feel comfortable taking my laptop 
to a coffee shop and/or really writing anywhere other than my office. I have a standup desk, which I use for the 
morning and early afternoon, and a sit-down desk that I use in the late afternoon and early evenings. Other than 
a few sticky notes and some smooth jazz in the background, that’s about it!

What are you working on?

Right now I’m working on a lot of freebies for guest posts to promote Detention of the Living Dead. I like to do 
unique things like deleted scenes or prequel scenes or interviewing main characters from the book or even a free 
zombie poem for folks willing to let me guest post on their blogs. It’s time consuming, but fun, so I’m not really 
writing on any big projects at the moment.

What do you feel blessed with?

I feel blessed with my wife Martha, that both our families live so close to us, that we’ve been able to weather 
some rough economic times together and still stand tall. And I’m majorly blessed in that I’m able to do what I 
love for a living!

What was your childhood ambition?

To be a writer, period. I read Judy Blume and Beverly Cleary until I ran out of books, and then I read them all over 
again. I’ve just always wanted to read and encourage others to read with my writing, so from a very early age I 
knew I wanted to be a writer.

What is your favorite TV show?

Columbo. I discovered it on Netflix and was instantly hooked. I remember seeing a few of them when I was 
younger, but watching them now, in my advanced years (ahem) I’m really able to enjoy the slow, leisurely plot, 
the twists and turns and watching Columbo get his man time and time again. I’m discovering a lot of old series 
that way, like Kolchak: The Night Stalker and the original Hawaii 5:0 and Kojak, etc. Godo stuff...

If you could time travel, where would you travel to and why?

I know this is really boring but I would like to go back to the 1970s. That’s when I grew up, and my memories are 
hazy so I would like to experience firsthand the fashions, the music, the movies and books I’m so fond of now.

Full Online at: http://teen.nightowlreviews.com/nor/Interviews/Tamazon-interviews-Rusty-Fischer-on-Oct-02-2012.aspx

www.NightOwlReviews.com



4

A Look Inside The Ruins of Us by Keija Parssinen

What would you do if you fell in love with a man whose 
culture allows him to take a second wife, and he does? 
How would you react if your rebellious teenage son 
joined the wrong crowd and makes a few bad decisions 
out of fear and confusion? How do you pull your family 
together when your world 
has been rocked to the 
core? If you strip away 
cultural and religious 
differences, what will you 
find in common between 
people? Local author Keija 
(pronounced Kay-ah) 
Parssinen answers these 
questions – and more – in 
her stellar literary debut, 
The Ruins of Us.
     Parssinen’s novel is 
loosely based on her 
personal experiences: the 
31-year-old author was 
born in Saudi Arabia and 
lived there for 12 years as a 
third-generation expatriate. 
The Ruins of Us, which 
was published by Harper 
Perennial in January and 
received a Michener-
Copernicus Award, tells 
the story of Rosalie, an 
American, and Abdullah, 
her Saudi husband. The 
book – at its core – is a love 
story that weathers the storms of life. When Rosalie, 
discovers her husband has taken a second wife (in his 
eyes, a cultural right) the pieces of their life begin to 

crumble.
     Rosalie, recovering from disbelief and betrayal, is 
faced with the decision to stay in Saudi Arabia with the 
man who (she believes) betrayed her or move back to 
the United States, leaving her life and children behind.

     Abdullah struggles with Rosalie’s 
reaction and his guilt regarding his 
second marriage. Their children 
suffer as they watch their parents 
fall apart; 14-year-old Mariam, 
the ever-faithful daughter, sides 
with her mother, while 16-year-old 
Faisal struggles with the challenges 
of adolescence and turns to a 
deeply religious group to heal his 
hurting soul.
     The Ruins of Us is a story of 
family, love, loss, growing up and 
learning from mistakes. The novel 
shows the core of humanity and 
the values that unite us as one, 
regardless of our differences.
     There is a painful love story 
mixed within the pages of this 
novel; is the experience shared by 
Rosalie and Abdullah common in 
Saudi Arabia?
     The book was loosely inspired 
by a real-life incident; we learned 
that a family friend had taken a 
second wife and kept her a secret 
for 15 years. This perplexed me. I 
wondered how their daughter felt. 

What did she think about it? How will it affect them 
as a family? The issue is a lot more common than you 
think, but not just in Saudi Arabia. I had women come 
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to my readings who were in Italian families where their 
fathers had completely separate families that they had 
never met. The logistics make you wonder: How does 
this work? I think most Saudi men take a mistress, 
rather than a wife. It’s such a closed society that simply 
texting is a thrill.  It’s more common in certain regions 
of the country; it’s a different culture, it’s a matter 
of tradition and what is acceptable. The younger 
generation is less likely to entertain the idea; culture is 
shifting.
     Abdullah is a selfish character.  His love is a self-
centered love, but he does what he does because he 
can.
What are some major cultural differences between 
the US and Saudi Arabia that most American might 
misunderstand?
     Saudi Arabia is an incredibly conservative country. 
Take a Saudi woman,  in an abaya –veil – and people see 
a trapped, oppressed, subjugated woman. But a Saudi 
woman will say, I’m not those things, I feel strong, I 
am empowered, but I veil because my culture values 
my modesty. It’s a very different lens in which they see 
the act of veiling.  Most Americans don’t understand 
this, we are a secular culture, and we have separation 
of church and state, a notion completely alien to most 
Muslim countries.
     If you strip away all the cultural aspects, we are 
all alike. They don’t understand the secular; we don’t 
understand their level of modesty. The book brings out 
the simple fact that these are real people, in a different 
environment, we might not understand the oppressive 
culture they live in and they might not understand our 
freedom, but we are all human beings with the same 
emotions and basic struggles.
 
SOME QUESTIONS FOR THE AUTHOR:

Did you do research?

Yes, I read a lot of books on Saudi history, the 
American-Saudi partnership and politics of the region. 
They were a great resource and very interesting.

What have you taken for granted on both sides, if 
anything?

When I lived in Saudi Arabia, I didn’t understand 
America. I visited relatives once a year to shop for back-
to-school supplies and clothing, so America became 
shopping for me because once I was back to Saudi 
Arabia, there was no commerce; what I had, I had to 
make do with for the year. Looking back, I took the 
tight knit community in Saudi Arabia and insularity 
for granted.  When we moved to the States, my friends 

sometimes lived 30 miles away. I was faced with the 
realization of the Utopia we had. No one wanted for 
anything, everyone knew each other, everyone lived in 
the same type of house and their dad had the same job. 
I missed that when we moved to the suburbs. In some 
way, I have found that sense of community I had on the 
compound, here in Columbia. 

Where do you write?

I write typically in our home library. I find it easy to 
roll out of bed, go straight to my desk and step into a 
morning of work, otherwise I get distracted.  I have a 
desk that I love, made out of re-purposed barn wood 
from the mid-1800s. It was made by a local artist, 
Carolyn Linton, who owns the Green Meadow Barn 
Company. Sometimes I go to coffee shops or to the third 
floor of the public library, which has a beautiful view of 
downtown Columbia (Mo.), and its quiet.
 
What’s next for you, aside from the baby [a little 
boy, due in January]?

I’m working on writing The Girls of Port Savine (a 
working title). The novel is set in a blighted town that 
has seen many industrial disasters. It centers around 
these high school girls who have developed ticks, 
inspired by the Leroy, NY cheerleaders who developed 
terrible turrets like ticks that afflicted 19 girls. It was 
discovered through a battery of test that the ticks 
were not neurological, but rather psychological. It’s 
a physical manifestation of trauma or anxiety, which 
forces families to dig deep within themselves and 
relationships. I thought it would be fascinating to see 
how this would affect a town, divide them, and how it 
would affect the girls. I believe great fiction emerges 
out of conflict.

--------------------------
Tiffany is an avid reader, reviewer and marketing 
specialist. You can connect with her via the following 
outlets. Website- http://www.acozyreaderscorner.com 
- Twitter - @cozyreadersnook – Facebook http://www.
facebook.com/groups/#!/pages/A-Cozy-Readers-
Corner/152514161454295

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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Why Indie Publish?

You’ve heard it repeated 
endlessly.  Self-published 
books are badly written, full 
of typos and you need the 
Hubble Telescope to find a 
coherent story.  Everyone 
knows self-published books 
are crap, just as everyone 
knows New York published 
books are thoroughly vetted, 
edited and packaged by a 
team of savvy marketing and 
publishing professionals who 
have the best interests of the 
author 

and book in mind.
     Are you laughing yet?
     Why would anyone in their right 
minds consider indie publishing 
(as self-publishing is called by 
those who practice it) when there 
are so many misconceptions and 
prejudices set against them?  And 
there are is a small lorry-load 
of them, let me assure you.  The 
perception that indie books are just 
plain bad is simply the first hurdle.  
In later columns, I’ll cover some 
more myths and misperceptions.

Why Authors Start to Indie Publish

There are any number of reasons why authors make the 
jump to indie publishing and most of them are usually 
highly personal. They often stem from dissatisfaction 
with the author’s current publishing situation or income.
     Most authors end up in hybrid situations – they’ll 

continue their relationships with legacy publishers while 
testing the indie publishing waters.  Very few break 
completely with legacy publishing and move over to 
indie publishing. 
     There are also very few authors who start out indie 
publishing with book #1, although this minority number 
is growing larger as authors fail to find traction in New 
York and with on-line legacy e-publishers.  Authors 
who come fresh to indie publishing without a body of 
work and no experience to support them have an even 
greater challenge, I believe, but they also come with no 
expectations or habits to off-load and no copyrights to 
claw back.  They are history-free.

What Does Indie Publishing 
Offer?

Why consider indie publishing 
as an alternative?  Or in the 
case of new authors, why 
consider it as the primary 
means of publishing at all?
     It’s hard to ignore the 
lucky one percenters.  Indie 
publishing, just like legacy 
publishing, is building up 
stars and myths surrounding 
those stars’ lucky breaks.  
J.A. Konrath (http://bit.

ly/GNaPth) is one of the loudest proponents of indie 
publishing.  He regularly releases facts and figures on his 
blog, including his own sales figures, proving that indie 
publishing can pay handsomely for some authors.  He 
insists that the model can be replicated by everyone and 
his posts are hard to ignore by the down-trodden author 
who is looking at poor sales and little or no respect from 
editors and agents.
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     Then there is New York Times Best Selling superstar 
Barry Eisler (http://bit.ly/OpQqPW), who turned down 
a million dollar legacy deal with his New York publisher, 
to indie publish his books.  It was called “the shot heard 
around the publishing world.” You probably heard the 
gasp yourself.  Eisler publishes his sales figures on 
his blog, too. He has recouped his money quite nicely, 
according to his posts.
     Then there are superstars 
like HP Mallory (http://bit.ly/
P3qIB9) and Amanda Hocking 
(http://bit.ly/JJthVI).  Hocking 
signed a million dollar legacy 
deal after earning millions indie 
publishing her titles.  Her books 
have been picked up for movie 
rights, now.
     Konrath has said “indie 
publishing is an open source 
project:  Add to the database.” 
Konrath, Eisler and authors like John Locke (http://bit.
ly/Nz70Lu) and Cheryl K. Tardiff (http://bit.ly/S9MK8K) 
have added to the data by publishing their sales figures 
and sharing what they did to achieve their staggering 
successes.  (Although Locke has admitted since the 
release of his how-to book that he withheld some critical 
steps – which he later outlined on his blog.)  You can’t get 
this sort of information with legacy publishing.
     It makes for inspiring reading and hundreds, if not 
thousands of authors (plus many who don’t have the 
necessary experience yet) have plunged into indie 
publishing, hoping to copy their success.  That’s why 
there is a flood of indie titles on the market – some great, 
some good and some just terrible.
     However, Konrath, Hocking, etc., are the top one-
percenters and just like legacy publishing, there’s only 
room at the top for a few.  Unlike legacy publishing, 
however, indie publishing gives everyone a try.

Why Continue To Indie Publish?

So why would anyone in their right minds, once they 
realize what a three ring circus it is, continue to indie 
publish?  Given that everyone thinks the books are crap, 
nearly everyone isn’t going to make millions and indie 
authors get no respect from anyone else in the industry?
     You have to indie publish one or two titles before 
you really understand why you’d keep doing it.  It’s 
something you have to experience. Indie publishing gives 
you complete flexibility and complete control. 
     If you have been publishing with a legacy publisher for 
a while, you won’t understand how freeing it is to be able 
to decide “I want to publish eight books this year” and 
then do it.   Authors new to the game won’t understand 
how liberating it is to be free from never having to wait 

six months for a rejection slip or eighteen months while 
your partial goes through another reading and then gets 
rejected.  You have to experience those years of waiting 
on rejection slips to understand not having to wait for 
them anymore, just as you have to experience simply 
publishing books when you want to instead of on your 
publisher’s (years’ long) program. 

     Here is another example:  I’m 
working with a co-writer at the 
moment, bringing two older 
books to re-release.  It took me 
twenty-four hours to realize my 
co-writer doesn’t work at the 
same pace as me, so I flipped my 
publishing schedule around and 
published a short story (Eva’s Last 
Dance http://amzn.to/OcshRn) in 
between firing manuscripts back 
and forth with my co-worker.  I had 
previously planned to release Eva’s 

Last Dance after the two books my co-writer and I are 
working on.  This is the sort of flexibility and speed you 
simply don’t get with a legacy publisher.
     There are pros and cons aplenty to indie publishing, 
but none of them hold a candle to the lightness of 
being that comes with truly being your own boss. Indie 
publishing should come with a warning label:  It’s 
addictive.

____________

Tracy Cooper-Posey writes erotic vampire romance 
series and hot romantic 
suspense. She has been 
nominated for 5 CAPAs 
including Favourite 
Author, and won the 
Emma Darcy Award.  
She published 35 titles 
via legacy publishers 
before switching to indie 
publishing in March 2011. 
She has published 13 
indie titles to date.  Her 
indie books have made 
her an Amazon #1 Best 
Selling Author and have 

been nominated three times for Book Of The Year.  Tracy 
has been a national magazine editor and for a decade she 
taught romance writing at Grant MacEwan University.  
An Australian, she lives in Edmonton, Canada with her 
husband, a professional wrestler, where she moved in 
1996 after meeting him on-line.  Her website can be 
found at http://TracyCooperPosey.com

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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The Vampire’s Release
S.J. Wright 

Her hair smelled like ripe 
oranges. It teased and beck-
oned me forward. I came to 
stand beside her and took 
one of the gently waving 
amber locks into my fist. 
Her head turned towards 
me, but she closed her bril-
liant eyes and let her lashes 
sweep over whatever emo-
tion that might have been 
blooming inside her head. 
Without real intent, my 
fingers left her hair and 
touched her chin.

“Why do you close your 
eyes?”

“You frighten the hell out of 
me, Michael.”

Sarah Wood has already been through hell, but she’d be willing to 
go back if she could come home with the man she loves. Michael 
isn’t thrilled to be rescued by his spitfire ex-lover, Amanda. But 
if it will give him the freedom he needs to return to his true love, 
he’ll take it. Unfortunately, an old nemesis arrives at the farm 
along with Michael’s seer, who has appeared to change sides.

Night Owl Reviews
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October, my favorite month…Harvest festivals, hayrides, 
apple cider, Halloween…
and lots of paranormal 
books.
     October offers plenty 
of new releases in the 
paranormal and urban 
fantasy genres to keep a 
book lover busy.
     A couple I am really 
looking forward to 
include: Into the Woods: 
Tales from the Hollows 
and Beyond by Kim 
Harrison and Fourth 
Grave Beneath My Feet 
(Charley Davidson Book 
4) by Darynda Jones. 
These are two of my 
favorite authors and I’m 
excited both have new 
releases this month.
     And if you’re a fan of graphic 
novels the second Hollows graphic 
novel- Blood Crime (Graphic 
Novel): An Original Hollows 
Graphic Novel by Kim Harrison 
and Gemma Magno is being 
released this month.
     Books on my wish list include: 
Kissed by a Vampire (THE 
CALLING, Harlequin Nocturne) 
by Caridad Pineiro, Werewolf in 
Denver: A Wild About You Novel 
by Vicki Lewis Thompson, Out for 
Blood (House of Comarré Book 4) by Kristen L. Painter, 
Beautiful Redemption (Beautiful Creatures Book 4) by 
Kami Garcia and Margaret Stohl , and Death and the Girl 
Next Door by Darynda Jones.
     A couple new releases this month are touring with 

Bewitching Book Tours including: A Trace of Moonlight 
(Abby Sinclair Book 3) by Allison Pang, Absolution 
(The Penton Vampire Legacy  Book 2) by Susannah 
Sandlin, and Hex and the Single Witch: Vehicle City 
Vampires Book One by Roxanne Rhoads (my first full 
length novel)!

LET’S GET TO THIS 
MONTH’S SQAI- WE HAVE 

HUBERT DE LA BOUILLERIE

RR: Tell us Hubert what is 
the name of your newest 
release and genre/category 
it falls into?

HD: “Of Love And Evil The 
Birth” - Supernatural Love 
Thriller

RR: Can you describe your 
main character in 3 words?

HD: Brooke Mirande, is 
charismatic, bright and 

beautiful soul.

RR: Can you describe your heroine in one 
sentence?

HD: A force of nature with a kind and loving heart.

RR: Can you describe your hero in one sentence?

HD: Robert Redman is a handsome and enigmatic 
genius.

RR: What kind of paranormals or paranormal 
elements are in your book?

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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Paranormal Romance

Jean Pamfiloff

HD: Mostly elements 
of coincidence 
created by the power 
of the mind. How 
the unexplainable  
sometimes is an event 
brought on by the 
imagination of those 
in the moment of the 
incident. Is it real or it 
just imagined.

Visions! Possession! 
Reincarnation 
dreams! Supernatural 
happenings! 
Supernatural 
powers! Levitation! 
Supernatural healing!

RR: Without giving away details, Can you describe 
one interesting scene in your book in less than two 
sentences?

HD: A storm devastates a small country road, a car gone 
wild; the accelerator pedal stuck to the floor propels the 
vehicle toward a new formed sinkhole. The car goes flying 
almost reaching the other side of the deep hole but ends 
up crashing in the face of the muddy wall. An apparition 
appears of pure evil.

RR: In two sentences or less can you tell readers 
something unique about your book?

HD: It encompasses numerous styles effortlessly: 
supernatural thriller, historical fiction, epic love story.

RR: Can you list three adjectives that describe your 
book as a whole?

HD: Compelling, terrifying, contemporary!

RR: What’s the heat level of your book?

HD: From the heat of hell to the freezing winter cold of 
the Utah mountains.

RR: And last but not least, where can a reader purchase 
your book?

HD: Of Love and Evil The Birth can be purchased 
at Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com and 
buybooksontheweb.com.  The book is available in print 
and as an eBook.  Also check your local bookstore.

Night Owl Reviews
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Fall is underway in the Northern Hemisphere and spring has 
sprung south of the equator.  What this may mean for some 
people is that, for them, this is the perfect time to travel.  With 
that in mind, here are some recommendations for the traveler:

The Colors of Fall Road 
Trip Guide by Jerry and 
Marcy Monkman

The travel guide provides 
guides, maps, and itinerar-
ies for short trips to all day 
excursions that “fall” during 
New England’s fall foliage 
season. The book includes 
over 90 color photographs 
and some of the sites that 
are featured are: Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom: Groton 
State Forest, Cabot, and 
Peacham; A Covered Bridge 
Tour of Southwestern 
New Hampshire; Maine’s Western Lakes Region; 
The Southern Berkshires: Hay Fields, Waterfalls 
and Cobbles; Rhode Island’s Beaches and Masions: 
Westerly to Newport; and the Connecticut Highlands: 
North Meets South.

A Northwoods Companion: Fall and Winter (Outdoor Essays 
& Reflections) by John Bates

According to a customer review, A Northwoods Companion con-
sists of short essays about animals, plants, geology and climate 
from the Wisconsin Northwoods area and is divided into two 
week segments spanning September 1 through February 28.

Off the Beaten Path: A Travel Guide to More Than 1000 Sce-
nic and Interesting Places Still Uncrowded and Inviting by 
Reader’s Digest (editor)

Contains approximately 1,000 overlooked US destinations, is set 
up alphabetically state-by-state, and is budget-friendly according 

to the description.  Is said to have innovative ideas for fun day 
trips, over 300 photographs, links to the attraction’s website, and 
new icons that represent whether sites are pet-friendly, handi-
cap-accessible, and are wi-fi compatible.

Food Journeys of a Lifetime: 500 Extraordinary Places to 
Eat Around the Globe by National Geographic

According to the description, Food 
Journeys of a Lifetime includes hun-
dreds of full-color illustrations that 
cover a range of tastes and cooking 
techniques; a wide selection of recipes 
that invite the reader to create as well 
as consume, sidebars that provide 
information about additional sites to 
visit as well as the cultural importance 
of the featured food and top ten lists 
that cover such topics as chocolate fac-
tories, champagne bars, historic food 
markets, harvest celebrations, and a 
variety of festive occassions. There is 
also practical travel informaiton that 
rounds out the experience for the 
traveling gourmets.
-------------------------------------

About Lilyraines

Lilyraines has worked as a freelance editor, proofreader, and 
ghost writer.  In a past incarnation, she worked as a technical 
secretary for an engineering firm after receiving a Bachelor’s 
degree in Legal Studies with a Political Science minor. Both 
experiences have come in handy for some of the proofreading 
she has done.  And, of course, she is working on writing some-
thing that is currently in bits and pieces as it comes to mind.
     When not working or reviewing, she can usually be found 
knitting, cross-stitching, cooking, avoiding housework as 
much as possible and in a couple places online.  She usually 
lurks at the following places:
http://www.facebook.com/gabbylily.raines
http://www.goodreads.com/user/show/1458806-gabby-lily-
raines

The Changing Seasons and Travel Plans

www.NightOwlReviews.com



121212

The Back in the Swing Cookbook

I have a friend who is going through breast 
cancer treatment. The effects can be devastating. 
I’ve seen her shave her hair off, brave through 
chemo treatments and smile when she was too 
weak to visit. I admire anyone going through this 
horrendous disease.
     I love books that begin with quotes and this 
one does. The dedication will warm your heart. So 
many women are getting breast cancer these days. 
Back in the Swing has fun tips that readers will 
appreciate. This cookbook is well organized. I like 
the fact that the first chapter focuses on desserts. 
You can’t go wrong when you begin with dessert, 
right? In fact the authors takes us all the way to 

chapter seven before ‘The Main Event’ is discussed. 
The foreword by Rachel S. Beller conveys a great 
inspirational message, but is a bit promotional for 
me. While I appreciate the motivation, I didn’t need 
a listing of accomplishments.
     Back in the Swing begins with a section on 
nutrition that is fabulous. I can tell that the authors 
are knowledgeable about their subject. They move 
into the first chapter by debunking the myths 
about eating sweets, gotta love that! This cookbook 
does not have a picture for every recipe, but it does 
have several. The inserted tips and ideas between 
the recipes are great.
     The authors include many alternative 
inspirations such as exercise, massage and even 
the benefits of bioenergy healing. I’m liking this 
more and more. The menu planning ideas in the 
back rock for short notice guests. Overall this 
is a sturdy, quality cookbook that discusses the 
hard topics women want to know about while 
recovering from breast cancer. Whether you’re in 
the mood for reading about sex after breast cancer, 
how to increase your energy or what sweetener to 
substitute for a recipe, this book has it.
     I would definitely recommend this book to any 
women. It’s a great gift idea!

Purchase on Amazon - 
http://tinyurl.com/BackintheSwingCookbook

Pamela
Reviewer / Freelance Writer  
www.thefantasticfoodie.wordpress.com
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It’s beginning to look a little like Christmas! Everywhere I turn. 
The shops are starting to sparkle and shiny new tools are on 
the shelf. So, “Holiday Roundup: Do I want a new Tablet or a 
new Table/E-reader?”
     For the tech enthusiast who just happens to enjoy curling 
up with a good book and those just starting to explore e-books, 
this is the 64,000.00 question. Innovations in e-ink display 
such as the addition of backlight for night reading make the 
new crop of 7” ink-readers and tablet devices an attractive 
alternative to the standard 10” tablet.
     The introduction of a collection of 
7” android OS based tablets offers the 
advantage of greater portability over 
their 10” inch counterparts. A year ago 
the manufactures engaged in a race 
to market selling war by attempting 
to offer sometimes a less than desir-
able product in their zeal to garner a 
portion of the 10” tablet market. This 
holiday season the new niche market 
is the 7” tablet/reader. 
     At the forefront vying for your buy-
ing dollars are the Nexus 7” by Google & Asus, the 7 Ideapad 
by Lenovo (formerly a division of IBM), the new Kindle Fire/
Kindle Fire HD and the soon to be released Kindle Paperwhite 
by Amazon. Last but not least the new nook and the nook HD 
by Barnes and Noble.
     A fair amount of hype was lavished on the Nexus 7 when 
it was announced that Google was partnering with computer 
manufacture Asus to try to dethrone the Kindle Fire as the 7 
tablet of choice for consumers. Unlike the Kindle and the nook, 
the Nexus is the first 7 inch tablet that runs the full version 
of an android OS. The original and the latest versions of the 
Kindle Fire as well as the nooks run a hybrid version if the 
operating system.
     In response to the Nexus 7, this fall Amazon beefed up 
their own line of devices by offering two configurations 8Gb 
and 16Gb ($159.99/199.99). While the original Kindle tablet 
was boxy and carried a hefty weight. The new version of the 
devices sports a slimmer, sleeker design. The addition of a 
front-facing camera adds much needed functionality previ-
ously missing in the original. 
     While Lenovo may be an unfamiliar household name, the 

company formerly a division if IBM quietly introduced their 
own version of a 7 inch Android based tablet. Like the original 
Kindle Fire, its design is slightly boxy in appearance. Use and 
navigation are similar to those of the standard 10 inch devices 
running a full version of the Android operating system coined 
“ice cream sandwich”.
     Once again not to be outdone, Barnes and Noble does come 
late to the party, but not too late this time. The new nook and 
nook HD are comparable in price to the new Kindles. Recently 
Barnes and Noble announced that a video feature would soon 

be added to the nook. We can only hope that they don’t 
wait too long and miss the holiday boat altogether.
     Although each of these devices offers its own blend 
of style, weight and functionality, their biggest test for 
consumer dollars will be the release of the iPad mini; 

if the rumors are to be believed. While 
the pricier 10” new iPad and the iPad 
2 may be somewhat out of the casual 
users price range. The introduction of a 
7 inch iPad that offers most, if not all of 
its counterpart’s functionality could be 
the deciding factor for the iPad seeking 
consumer. 
     Regardless of which 7 inch device you 
select as your 2012 shiny new toy, the 
move into the digital age is a step in the 
right direction.
----------------------------------------------------
About Victoria: I currently own a classic 
nook wifi-3G, an iPod Touch 4th Gen 

and an iPad wifi-3G. You would probably ask why so many, the 
nook is more for indoor reading for me, while the iPod touch is 
that on the go reading in line at the bank, waiting for a movie 
to start etc and the iPad is used for long term review reading 
and annotating. I still purchase my favorite authors in Imprint 
books, but my library has grown exponentially since I have 
embraced the eBook technology. 
     Novel Technology “E-books and Technology Made Simple” 
next month’s article

“Holiday Roundup: Managing Your Digital Content”

It’s The Holidays - I Want a Shiny New 7 Inch Reader - But Which One?
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Hi, I’m Cathryn Cade, your new Night Owl Reviews 
Romance Columnist. I’m thrilled to share my love of the 
genre with you. We are so lucky to be reading romance 
today, with such a variety of heat levels and genres 
of romances. We can find everything from scorching 
hot sci fi to sweet inspirational 
historical.
     Although I love it all, one of my 
favorites is romantic suspense.
     Love the thrill of mounting 
danger, the struggle to discover 
the villain and then to stop 
him (or her). And I love that 
sometimes I’m not even sure 
if the Sexy Stranger is the hero 
or the villain. That’s just fun. 
Racing along with the heroine as 
she battles her attraction to this 
devilish alpha male, trading verbal 
repartee, teetering on the verge of 
giving in to his sensual pull, while 
wondering if she’s about to meet 
the love of her life, or her worst 
nightmare.
     In real life? Not so much, 
thanks. I’m happily married to my own handsome hero 
and have been for years. When we met, I felt a sweet 
certainty. We could talk about anything, enjoyed many 
of the same activities, and were soon spending all our 
time together. We married, had two wonderful sons, 
and still love to spend our time together.
     But once … in my co-ed days, I worked part time in 
a clothing store that catered to the college and twenty-
something crowd. Had fun, and got hit on many times. 
Turned every guy down, and don’t remember any of 
them. Except one.

     He was twenty-something, lean, with blue eyes and 
dark hair that waved over the collar of his leather 
jacket. So handsome, with the kind of light in his eyes 
that reached right inside a shy co-ed and said, ‘I know 
you, and I find you fascinating.’ His smile was … sigh-

worthy.
     And of the three girls working that 
afternoon, he had eyes only for me. I’m 
sure I don’t have to tell you how flattering 
that was. He hung around for more than 
a few hours, chatting, waiting while I 
helped other customers. He was travelling 
through Montana, and wanted a nice 
girl he could take out for a ride on his 
motorcycle, a picnic in the country. He 

was, he said, 
self-employed 
and from a state 
far away.
     Oh, I was 
tempted. But 
with regret, my 
two co-workers 

giving me horrified looks from 
behind the nearest clothing 
racks, I turned him down.

How I Met a Serial Killer and Lived to Tell About It … Maybe

Night Owl Reviews



15

     After he left, the 
other two girls told me 
I was crazy. And you 
know, maybe they were 
right.
     But perhaps there 
was a voice inside me 
telling me that he was 
too good to be true. I 
didn’t know him, I didn’t 
know his people, and 
with no connection to 
my town, who was there 
to hold him accountable 
if he didn’t treat me 
well? If I disappeared on 
our date, no one would 
know until he was long 

gone? I was living alone in a small apartment at the 
time, my room-mate gone for the summer.
     I’ll never know, but occasionally still wonder … was 
he a dream date, or a nightmare? Would we have had 
a wonderful time, or would I have experienced for real 
the plot of a romantic suspense featuring a serial killer?
     I believe we women have ‘that voice’ for a reason. 
We’re the smaller, weaker sex and evolution has given 
us well-developed instincts for survival. That’s why I’ve 
been known to throw a romance novel across the room 
when the heroine runs into the dark even though she 
knows there are zombie/shifter/ghouls on the loose 
and she should stay with the hero, who is armed with 

a special laser to kill the creatures. If she’s not smart 
enough to obey her instincts, why the heck do I want to 
read an entire book about her? I want the danger she’s 
in to spring from outside circumstances or from her 
past mistakes, not her present stupidity.
     In the present, she should be woman enough to pay 
attention to that voice.
     How about you, readers? Ever met a guy who made 
you wonder …  hero or villain? If you’re like me, you’d 
rather that kind of adventure stayed within the pages of 
a great romance.

See you next month,
Cathryn Cade
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Cathryn Cade writes red hot romance for Samhain 
Publishing. Her erotic paranormal romances will take 
you from Hawaii to galaxies 
far away, with heroes who are 
more than men, and heroines 
who are woman enough for 
any adventure. She loves 
to hear from readers, and 
can be found on Facebook, 
Twitter and email. Stop by 
her website at http://www.
cathryncade.com to see her 
complete book list, read 
excerpts and sign up for her 
newsletter.

SECRET SINS
by Lora Leigh

Sheriff Archer Tobias has watched the Callahan family strug-
gle to find peace and acceptance in the community—despite 
the murders that continue to haunt them. But his darkest 
suspicions grow worse when Anna Corbin, a member of one 
of the country’s most influential families, becomes the next 
target...

Anna knows she’s in danger. She knows she’s on a trail of 
secrets and lies that could lead to a dead end. But no matter 
what, she’s determined to learn the identity of the killer—
even if it’s someone she loves…

www.NightOwlReviews.com
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Getting to know…
Sheila Webster Boneham!

Sheila Webster Boneham might be a new name in the 
field of suspense/mystery, but she’s an old hat at writ-
ing nonfiction, much of it focused on animals, nature, and 
travel. The author of Rescue Matters!  How to Find, Foster 
and Rehome Companion Animals, and The 
Complete Idiot’s Guide to getting and own-
ing a Cat, she also writes fiction, narrative 
nonfiction, and  poetry. She is currently 
working on a series of essays about travel-
ing the U.S. by train, and on a combination 
memoir and wide-ranging meditation 
on the human-canine connection. Sheila 
teaches writing workshops and classes, and 
is interested in speaking to groups about 
writing, creativity, and related topics.
     I had the good fortune to be able to 
interview Sheila on her career and also on 
her first fiction release, DROP DEAD ON 
RECALL, available from Midnight 
Ink this month! 

T: Tell us a bit about yourself and 
how you became interested in 
writing?

SWB: I think I was born interested 
in writing! I wrote my first “novel” 
when I was about eight. It was about 
a Cocker Spaniel named Sandy, 
which seems a bit prophetic. I kept 
creative journals all through school, 
long before I knew what they were 
called, and had a poem published 
in a city-wide journal when I was 
in eighth grade, which definitely 
ignited my lust for publication. My 
undergraduate degree was in English, but literature, not 
writing, and my masters was in linguistics, which landed 
me several jobs teaching English as a second language in 

universities overseas.When I came back I completed my 
doctorate in folklore at Indiana University, heavy on cul-
tural anthropology. Great fun, fascinating research, a few 
academic publications, but no jobs when I got out. Then 

I stumbled upon a position teach-
ing advanced writing courses at the 
University of Maryland, and a part-
time position as a magazine copy 
editor. My urge to write creatively 
rather than academically was re-
kindled. A very full circle, one could 
say! I started selling short work to 
magazines, then went on to nonfic-
tion books, and now I’m back where 
I started, with a bit more experience 
– I write fiction, nonfiction, and 
poetry, and recently started working 
on a play. I still teach writing classes 
and workshops, and at conferences, 
but mostly I write.

T: You’ve authored over 17 non-
fiction books. What made you 
make the jump from non-fiction to 
fiction, and which do you prefer to 
write?

SWB: Right, I spent a few years writing about 
animal rescue, and about cats and (you’ll pardon 
the expression) dogs. Then I was in a writers’ 
group with three other women, and they were all 
writing mysteries. They would show up with juicy 
murders and quirky characters and I would show 
up with hairballs. Well, writing about hairballs at 
least. I really never thought I could come up with 
a story, although I should have known better after 

some of the great ones I told my parents. Then one day I 
was driving home from a dog show and an opening line 
popped into my head, and a title, and by the time I got 
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The Boxer

About Toni LoTempio – admin by day, writer by night! In addition to 
writing the suspense column for Nigh Owl, Toni writes paranormal 
suspense and mysteries, among them, Raven’s Kiss ,MY SUPERHERO 
SISTER ,  Raven’s Quest and  NO REST FOR THE WICCA  available at 
Amazon.com and B&N.com.  Toni’s cat, ROCCO, occasionally lets her 
on his blog, www.catsbooksmorecats.blogspot.com, which features 
interviews with authors and giveaways each month. Toni and her 
blogging cat ROCCO also do work for Nathan Fillion’s charity, KIDS 
NEED TO READ, (Rocco is its official spokescat!) and Toni is featured 
in the paranormal anthology, EVERY WITCH WAY BUT WICKED, 
available at Amazon and Barnes and Noble, whose proceeds benefit  
the charity!

home I could see the whole story. So I started to write.

T: Tell us a bit about your latest release, DROP DEAD ON RECALL!

SWB: That’s the title! Drop Dead on Recall is a play on the name of an 
obedience exercise, the “drop on recall.” Basically, the handler calls 
her dog, has the dog lie down on the way, then come the rest of the 
way. When the story opens, a leading obedience competitor keels 
over during the drop on recall, and the story unfolds from there. My 
protagonist, Janet MacPhail, is an animal photographer who is there 
competing with her Australian Shepherd, Jay. She tries to help and 
ends up as a person of interest to the police, to a very attractive man 
with a Labrador Retriever, and ultimately to a killer. And you’ll be 
happy to know that Janet’s orange tabby, Leo, is an essential charac-
ter and plays a heroic role in the book. It hasn’t completely gone to 
the dogs.

T: What is a “must have” for you that aids the creative process?

SWB: Animal fur. I don’t go anywhere without it! And besides, having 
it on my clothes is a constant reminder that to remain creative I have 
to remain in the world. It’s so easy to become isolated in the work, 
but without the stimulation of other people and the inspiration of 
being out in nature, I wouldn’t be able to write.

T: What one thing would your readers be surprised to know about 
you?

SWB: By nature I’m quite shy. That should have a few people roll-
ing in the aisles! But I am. I think a lot of creative people are shy. I’ve 
learned to be bold, to walk up to people and say hello. I’m still not 
very good at small talk, but it turns out that the people I really click 
with aren’t either.

T: Where can we find out more about you and your work?

SWB: I’m on the web at http://www.sheilaboneham.com, and there 
are links from there to my other online hangouts as well as a calen-
dar. Facebookers can find me at http://www.facebook.com/sheilaw-
rites, and I tweet at http://www.twitter.com/sheilaboneham. Like 
many authors, I have an amazon author page at http://www.amazon.
com/author/sheilaboneham. I’m always happy to hear from readers 
– my email is sheilaboneham at gmail.com.
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Back in February of this year, I wrote a blog post for 
a website and asked, Are Men More Romantic Than 
Women? It was based on research by relationship 
expert Dr. Terri Orbuch. Dr. Orbuch asserted, among 
other things, that men 
believe love should be 
more passionate than 
women do, and men fall 
in love more easily than 
women.
     Are you as surprised as 
I was?
     Whether or not you 
agree with  the findings, 
men do have a romantic 
streak, and some of 
them are flaunting it by 
writing romance novels. 
Men writing romance 
novels is nothing new. 
Jennifer Wilde is the 
pen name of a man who 
wrote romance novels 
years ago. And Leigh 
Greenwood is a man 
who’s been writing 
romance novels since 
1987.
     Which brings me 
to the next point: the 
men writing romance 
nowadays are no longer hiding behind female 
pseudonyms. They’re letting readers know they 
write romance and are not ashamed of it. I’ve heard 

readers complain here and there that male romance 
writers don’t write as well as females, but you can’t 
tell by the number of books they’ve published or 
their following of devoted fans.
     And how about this additional tidbit: according 
to statistics on the Romance Writers of America 
website, 9 percent of romance book buyers are men.
     What do you think about men and romance 
novels? If you’re among those who think a male can’t 
write one as well as a female, I suggest you rethink 

your position and try one of 
the novels below. You may be 
pleasantly surprised, and find 
out that men know quite a thing 
or two about romance.
     Enjoy!

The Good Fight by Andrew 
Grey

Jerry Lincoln has a problem: 
his Sioux Falls IT consulting 
business has more work than 
one man can handle. He just 
hopes his new employee, 

John Black Raven, ends up being more helpful 
than distracting—but John’s deep eyes and long 
hair are very distracting. John came to town for an 
education and a chance at a life he couldn’t have on 
the reservation, but what’s important to him now is 
getting a job and keeping it. Six months ago, his sister 
died, and now her children are in foster care.
     John discovers he doesn’t have to struggle alone. 
John and Jerry are determined to fight the good fight 

What Do Men Know About Romance?
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and to win—in more ways than one.

Listen to Your Heart by K.T. Bishop

Olympic curling medalist Robin Friesz was enjoying 
life living in Stockholm, Sweden. Robin did not 
have to become a Swedish resident as long as he 
played for the professional football team. When the 
league folded, he had a choice: become a citizen or 
return back to the United States. His girlfriend, Inga 
Johan, provided a problem. Inga, an Olympic skating 
medalist, was popular in 
her native land. They were 
in love and she pushed him 
to become a citizen.

Aloha Fantasy by Devon 
Archer

Award-winning 
photographer Danica 
Austin is the essence of 
urban chic. But with her 
love life going nowhere 
fast, she’s more than 
ready to swap houses for 
a month in Hawaii. The 
minute her plane touches down on exotic 
Hilo, Danica can’t wait to check out the social 
scene and catch some breathtaking sunsets. 
Until gorgeous real estate investor Boyd Reed 
comes into the picture to stake his claim on 
the house…and her heart! 
     If this stunning stranger thinks she can just 
move into Boyd’s jointly owned waterfront 
property, she can think again! Although he 
must admit: his temporary tenant is one irresistible 
woman. Sharing passion under tropical skies is 
making Boyd believe in the power of love. But 
Danica’s not sure she wants to make Hawaii her 
home. If only he can just persuade her to spend the 
rest of her days and nights with him in their one-of-a-
kind island paradise.

Saved by Her Embrace by Wayne Jordan
 
After dumping her cheating boyfriend, Sandra 
Walters doesn’t trust men, especially men in white 
coats! So when she runs into Troy Whitehall in 

Barbados, she vows to steer clear of the heart-
stoppingly handsome surgeon. The passion they 
once shared is something she’ll never forget, but she 
isn’t going to let down her defenses again. Even if the 
good doctor has a bedside manner no woman can 
resist.Troy remembers every detail of that incredible 
night they spent together. And he intends to have 
Sandra in his arms again. But this time the love-
burned beauty isn’t so easily seduced. She’s looking 
for forever, and the workaholic doctor has never 
planned to settle down. Can Troy change both their 

minds and order a treatment for happiness that can 
lead to a lifetime of love?

A Christmas Evening Vigil by Robert Roman

The Triple Alliance, led by Kaiser Otto II, struck 
without warning. The combination of Prussian 
military might, Austrian clockwork, and Ottoman 
funding cut through the unprepared Entente 

powers like a chainsaw through 
Brie; hamstringing Britain, 
pinning Russia, and very nearly 
destroying France. The year is 
1908, and the Entente is almost 
defunct. Sebastian Cole and 
Leigh Abrams each came within 
a hair’s breadth of giving their 
lives defending the last Entente 
stronghold. What each saw in 
the other that day draws them 
to each other. Their Duty forces 
them apart. Neither could be 
who they want to be for the 
other if they forsook that Duty.

----------------------------
About Delaney: Delaney Diamond is the bestselling 
author of African-American and interracial romance. 
Her next interracial romance, 
Second Chances, will be 
available in October. Enjoy free 
reads on her website at www.
delaneydiamond.com.

www.NightOwlReviews.com



20

I love being a writer and a critic. I love doing my blog 
talk radio shows ANYTHING GOES (Shameless Plug-- 
usually every Friday night 10pm EST). I love writing 
this column, even at deadline time.
     HOWEVER, 
recently what 
has been 
getting to me is 
the repetitive 
question of 
DO YOU HAVE 
ANY TIPS FOR 
WRITERS? I 
know I am not 
the only writer 
who gets this 
insanely simple 
question, but this 
last month in 
my email twenty 
writers have 
asked this same question. I’m to the point where I just 
want to have an auto paste ready as a response. 
So instead of getting mad, I figure I would get some tips 
from a wide range of writers. Enjoy

***Tips From the Authors***

At one time I thought the most important thing was 
talent. I think now that the young man or the young 
woman must possess or teach himself, training 
himself, in infinite patience, which is to try and to try 
until it comes right. He must train himself in ruthless 
intolerance--that is to throw away anything that is false 
no matter how much he might love that page or that 
paragraph. The most important thing is insight, that is 
to be--curiosity--to wonder, to mull, and to muse why 

it is that man does what he does, and if you have that, 
then I don’t think the talent makes much difference, 
whether you’ve got it or not. --William Faulkner

To write and write 
and write, and read 
a lot as well, not 
only to get a sample 
of ideas, but to also 
sample styles. My 
favorite quote on 
writing comes from 
Stephen King, who 
said, “If you don’t 
have time to read, 
you don’t have the 
time or the tools 
to write.”--Eric 
Johnston (noted 
Science Fiction 
author World 

Castle Press)

Six Tips on Writing from John Steinbeck

1. Abandon the idea that you... are ever going to finish. 
Lose track of the 400 pages and write just one page for 
each day, it helps. Then when it gets finished, you are 
always surprised.

2. Write freely and as rapidly as possible and throw the 
whole thing on paper. Never correct or rewrite until 
the whole thing is down. Rewrite in process is usually 
found to be an excuse for not going on. It also interferes 
with flow and rhythm which can only come from a kind 
of unconscious association with the material.

Do You Have Any Writing Tips??? The Never Ending Question

One thing I need is music that inspires me. 
And it’s different for each book I’m writing. 
Somehow the music needs to fit the storyline...
Another thing I do is write longhand. I feel I’m 
using more energy writing out my story and 
I get more creative than if I’m typing it out. 
Only my opinion, of course....another tip- Read. 
Especially in the genre you’re writing. It helps 
me get inspired.--J.P,Grider

Night Owl Reviews



21

3. Forget your generalized audience. In the first place, 
the nameless, faceless audience will scare you to death 
and in the second place, unlike the theater, it doesn’t 
exist. In writing, your audience is one single reader. 
I have found that sometimes it helps to pick out one 
person—a real person you know, or an imagined 
person and write to that one.

4. If a scene or a section gets the better of you and you 
still think you want it—bypass it and go on. When you 
have finished the whole you can come back to it and 
then you may find that the reason it gave trouble is 
because it didn’t belong there.

5. Beware of a scene that becomes too dear to you, 
dearer than the rest. It will usually be found that it is 
out of drawing.

6. If you are using dialogue—say it aloud as you write it. 
Only then will it have the sound of speech.

Never let rejections upset you. Have a plan in place 
to send your manuscript out immediately after you 
receive a rejection, assuming you don’t need to rewrite 
it. Some rejection letters include advice to improve your 
story. Use it. Then send that manuscript back out. Don’t 
wait too long or you’ll get discouraged. Remember that 
even the best writers have received rejections. It’s part 
of the writing process.--Elizabeth Black (author of 
books Trouble In Thigh High Boots” and  “Climbing 
Her Tower)

The art is in the rewrite because fiction is the artful 
infusion of the past into the narrative present. 
Discipline, taking the time to take time, is the writer’s 
obligation to the gift which means don’t let it go until 
it’s ready.--Noted author and teacher Jack Remick

One thing I need is music that inspires me. And it’s 
different for each book I’m writing. Somehow the 
music needs to fit the storyline...Another thing I do is 
write longhand. I feel I’m using more energy writing 
out my story and I get more creative than if I’m typing 
it out. Only my opinion, of course....another tip- Read. 
Especially in the genre you’re writing. It helps me get 
inspired.--J.P,Grider

Plotting is like sex. Plotting is about desire and 
satisfaction, anticipation and release. You have to 
arouse your reader’s desire to know what happens, 
to unravel the mystery, to see good triumph. You have 
to sustain it, keep it warm, feed it, just a little bit, not 
too much at a time, as your story goes on. That’s called 
suspense. It can bring desire to a frenzy, in which case 

you are in a good position to bring off a wonderful 
climax.--Colin Greenland

Learn to take criticism well and discount empty praise, 
or as Bradbury put it, “to accept rejection and reject 
acceptance.”--Ray Bradbury

There are many avenues of social medial readily 
available to everyone. First, you want to have a 
Facebook page. Take the time to get to know other 
authors. Build a support system. It’s called social media, 
so socialize. Join different author groups. Put the word 
author in the search on Facebook. You’ll be surprised 
how many pages pop up. Join them; watch what other 
authors are doing. Share other people’s posts. Next, 
take advantage of the Facebook fan page. Keep your 
fan page updated with you latest projects. Like other 
people’s pages.--Kathleen Tighe Ball author of Calle’s 
Heart)

Editing is as important as the writing. “I believe more 
in the scissors than I do in the pencil.”--Truman Capote 
(On Colkd Blood)

Remember that writing is always about communication. 
“Everything I’ve ever done, in the writing world, has 
been to expand articulation, rather than to close it.”--
Toni Morrison (Song of Solomon)

Just to keep writing. Everyday, write something. Set a 
goal, and try to achieve it. But, the best piece of advice 
is to never let anyone tell you that you can’t do it! If, 
they do... do it, and prove them wrong.--K.B. Miller

Never stop trying. “A professional writer is an amateur 
who didn’t quit.”--Richard Bach (author Jonathan 
Livingston Seagull)

Good writing is supposed to evoke sensation in the 
reader—not the fact that it is raining, but the feeling of 
being rained upon.”-- E.L. Doctorow (American author 
of the novel Ragtime, and other works)

This is how you do it: You sit down at the keyboard 
and you put one word after another until its done. It’s 
that easy, and that hard.--Neil Gaiman (The Sandman 
comic, Coraline)

I hope the above answers will be helpful to all you 
writers. There is no golden answer. Each person 
needs something different, learns different and writes 
different. So Until Next Time, Reach for the Stars
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